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The Death of Socrates
Jacque-Louise David
1787
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Daylight come, and 
me wanna go home.

Philosophic restatement
Parallels to past discussions
Prophecy 



Last charge of Socrates:

Philosophy restated – there are absolute, 
transcultural standards of right and wrong, good and 
bad. This philosophy ran through all of Socrates’ 
dialogues and was how he defeated the Sophists.



Last charge of Socrates:
Philosophy restatement
Parallel references to a shared past

courtesy Penguin; The Met
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Socrates’ final 
words were 
excellent, not 
bogus.



Last charge of Socrates:

• Philosophy restatement
• Parallel references to a shared past
• Prophecy

courtesy The Met
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Very interesting, 
but why bring that 
up here in church?
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Oldest manuscript of Phaedo
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Part of ms2713, an early copy of Joshua 23



Major trade routes of the 
east Mediterranean

Plato lived here

Joshua’s book was 
common here

courtesy Smithsonian



1 A long time after the LORD had given Israel rest from 
all the enemies around them, Joshua was old, 
advanced in age. 2 So Joshua summoned all Israel, 
including its elders, leaders, judges, and officers, and 
said to them, “I am old, advanced in age” CSB

Joshua 23
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Jailor to Socrates’ associates: “They (the 
authorities) are now with Socrates…giving orders 
that he will die today.” 
The friends enter the jail: “O Socrates, this is the 
last time that either you will 
converse with your friends, 
or they with you.”

courtesy YouTube



Joshua

courtesy Dr. Justin Imels



courtesy MGM



I die hard but am not afraid to go. ‘Tis well.’ 
– George Washington, d. December 14, 1799

© TheMet; Note that this was the original use of “Die Hard” in America. And it was in December, proving Die Hard is a Christmas movie.

President Washington
Gilbert Stuart
1795



I die hard but am not afraid to go. ‘Tis well.’ 
– George Washington, d. December 14, 1799

Note that this was the original use of “Die Hard” in America. And it was in December, proving Die Hard is a Christmas movie.

Your love of liberty, your respect for the laws, your 
habits of industry, and your practice of the moral 
and religious obligations, are the strongest claims 
to national and individual happiness. 
– George Washington to the Citizens of Boston, 
27 October 1789



1 A long time after the LORD had given Israel rest from 
all the enemies around them, Joshua was old, 
advanced in age. 2 So Joshua summoned all Israel, 
including its elders, leaders, judges, and officers, and 
said to them, “I am old, advanced in age” CSB

Joshua 23



3 and you have seen for yourselves everything the 
LORD your God did to all these nations on your 
account, because it was the LORD your God who was 
fighting for you. 4 See, I have allotted these 
remaining nations to you as an inheritance for your 
tribes, including all the nations I have destroyed, 
from the Jordan westward to the Mediterranean Sea. 

Joshua 23



5 The LORD your God will force them back on your 
account and drive them out before you so that you can 
take possession of their land, as the LORD your God 
promised you. 6 Be very strong and continue obeying all 
that is written in the book of the law of Moses, so that 
you do not turn from it to the right or left 7 and so that 
you do not associate with these nations remaining 
among you. Do not call on the names of their gods or 
make an oath to them; do not serve them or bow in 
worship to them. CSB

Joshua 23



Joshua 23
3 and you have seen for 
yourselves everything 
the LORD your God did 
to all these nations on 
your account, because 
it was the LORD your 
God who was fighting 
for you. 

courtesy alphacoders
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3 …it was the LORD
your God who was 
fighting for you. 

© Disney; courtesy alphacoders

I fight my own 
battles. Hear 

me roar!

Joshua 23



1 Unless the LORD builds a house, 
its builders labor over it in vain; 
unless the LORD watches over a city, 
the watchman stays alert in vain. CSB

Psalm 127



4 See, I have allotted these 
remaining nations to you as 
an inheritance for your 
tribes, including all the 
nations I have destroyed, 
from the Jordan westward to 
the Mediterranean Sea. 

Joshua 23

© Ralph Wilson



4 See, I have allotted these 
remaining nations to you as 
an inheritance for your tribes 
5 The LORD your God will 
force them back on your 
account and drive them out 
before you so that you can 
take possession 

Joshua 23

© Ralph Wilson

Area settled 
at Joshua’s 
death



5 The LORD your God 
will force them back 
on your account and 
drive them out before 
you so that you can 
take possession of 
their land, as the LORD
your God promised 
you.

Joshua 23

© Disney

I fight my own 
battles. Hear 

me roar!



5 The LORD your God 
will force them back 
on your account and 
drive them out before 
you so that you can 
take possession of 
their land, as the LORD
your God promised 
you.

Joshua 23

© istock



5 The LORD your God 
will force them back 
on your account and 
drive them out before 
you so that you can 
take possession of 
their land, as the LORD
your God promised 
you.

Joshua 23

© Dallas Morning News



Wayne, when I saw the idea of 
inheritance was coming up in Joshua, I 
was really struck by the inheritance 
that I have from my family. Exhibit A is 
this obituary of my Great Great Great
Grandmother:

courtesy Missouri Historical Society



Warrensburg Standard Warrensburg, MO 
Thursday January 1, 1885 

Mary Murphy Allison was born in Washington County, Maryland 
November 24th, 1794, and died in Warrensburg, Missouri at the 
residence of her daughter, Mrs. Rice, on Sunday, December 28th, 1884, 
at the advanced age of 90 years and 1 month. 



Mother Allison was in many respects a remarkable woman. Possessed 
of a strong and vigorous frame, she had a mind correspondingly 
vigorous and active. Always cheerful and courageous, she developed a 
heroic Christian character. During her long period of feebleness and 
confinement to her room, not a cloud obscured her moral sky but she 
had sweet and blessed communion with her Savior. Seven children, 
numerous grand and great-grand children, and many friends will ever 
feel and remember the influence of Mother Allison as a “sweet 
perfume poured forth” upon their own lives.



While I squandered my inheritance for 
many years, the Lord has graciously 
drawn me to Him. I want to be like 
Mother Allison and be a ‘sweet 
perfume poured forth.’

courtesy Missouri Historical Society



3 great philosophic themes of Joshua’s life:
• God is the warrior.
• God gives inheritance which people must possess.
• God alone is to be loved. 



8 Instead, be loyal to the LORD your God, as you have 
been to this day. 9 The LORD has driven out great and 
powerful nations before you, and no one is able to 
stand against you to this day. 10 One of you routed a 
thousand because the LORD your God was fighting for 
you, as he promised. 11 So diligently watch 
yourselves! Love the LORD your God! CSB

Joshua 23



7 …do not associate with these nations remaining 
among you. Do not call on the names of their gods or 
make an oath to them; do not serve them or bow in 
worship to them. 8 Instead, be loyal to the LORD your 
God, as you have been to this day. CSB

Joshua 23



courtesy Greg Burdine



15 Do not love the world 
or the things in the world. 
If anyone loves the world, 

the love of the Father 
is not in him. CSB

1 John 2



7 …do not associate with these nations remaining 
among you. Do not call on the names of their gods or 
make an oath to them; do not serve them or bow in 
worship to them. 8 Instead, be loyal to the LORD your 
God, as you have been to this day. CSB

Joshua 23



3 great philosophic themes of Joshua’s life:
• God is the warrior.
• God gives inheritance which people must possess.
• God alone is to be loved. 
3 parallel references to a shared past:
• Be strong.
• No man has stood before you…as He promised.
• Do all that is written in the book.



Most of all, perhaps, we need intimate knowledge of the past. 
Not that the past has any magic about it, but because we 
cannot study the future, and yet need something to set 
against the present, to remind us that the basic assumptions 
have been quite different in different periods and that much 
which seems certain…is merely temporary fashion. A man who 
has lived in many different places is not likely to be deceived 
by the local errors of his native village; the scholar has lived in 
many times is therefore in some degree immune from the 
great cataract of nonsense that pours from the press and 
microphone of his own age. – CS Lewis, The Weight of Glory



6 Be very strong and continue obeying all that is 
written in the book of the law of Moses, so that you 
do not turn from it to the right or left CSB

Joshua 23



Joshua 1 ca. 1400 B.C.
• God’s triple command to Joshua, “Be strong & 

courageous!”
• The Elders say to Joshua, “Be strong & courageous!”
Joshua 10 ca. 1390 B.C.
• Joshua reminds the nation, “Be strong & 

courageous!”
Joshua 14 ca. 1380 B.C.
• Caleb reminds the nation, “I’m still strong”



courtesy Chad Howse



courtesy Heron Photography

We become like the 
things we let close 

to our hearts.



6 Be very strong and continue obeying all that is 
written in the book of the law of Moses, so that you 
do not turn from it to the right or left CSB

Joshua 23





9 The LORD has driven out great and powerful nations 
before you, and no one is able to stand against you 
to this day. 10 One of you routed a thousand because 
the LORD your God was fighting for you, as he 
promised. 

3 parallel references to a shared past:
• Be strong.
• No man has stood before you…as He promised.
• Do all that is written in the book.

Joshua 23



5 No one will be able to stand against you as long as 
you live. I will be with you, just as I was with Moses. 
I will not leave you or abandon you. CSB

3 parallel references to a shared past:
• Be strong.
• No man has stood before you…as He promised.
• Do all that is written in the book.

Joshua 1





Joshua 1
5 No one will be able to stand against you as long as you 
live. I will be with you, just as I was with Moses. I will 
not leave you or abandon you. CSB

Matthew 28 20 And remember, I 
[Jesus] am with you always, to 
the end of the age.

Romans 8: 31 If God is for us, none 
can stand against us. CSB



6 Be very strong and continue obeying all that is 
written in the book of the law of Moses, so that you 
do not turn from it to the right or left CSB

3 parallel references to a shared past:
• Be strong.
• No man has stood before you…as He promised.
• Do all that is written in the book.

Joshua 23



7 Above all, be strong and very courageous to 
observe carefully the whole instruction my servant 
Moses commanded you. Do not turn from it to the 
right or the left, so that you will have success 
wherever you go. 8 This book of instruction must not 
depart from your mouth; you are to meditate on it 
day and night so that you may carefully observe 
everything written in it. For then you will prosper 
and succeed in whatever you do. CSB

Joshua 1



3 great philosophic themes of Joshua’s life:
• God is the warrior.
• God gives inheritance.
• God alone is to be loved. 
3 parallel references to a shared past:
• Be strong.
• No man has stood before you…as He promised.
• Do all that is written in the book.
Prophecy: God’s Word is true/only He brings success



12 If you ever turn away and become loyal to the rest 
of these nations remaining among you, and if you 
intermarry or associate with them and they with you, 
13 know for certain that the LORD your God will not 
continue to drive these nations out before you. They 
will become a snare and a trap for you, a sharp stick 
for your sides and thorns in your eyes, until you 
disappear from this good land the LORD your God has 
given you. 

Joshua 23



14 I am now going the way of the whole earth, and 
you know with all your heart and all your soul that 
none of the good promises the LORD your God made 
to you has failed. Everything was fulfilled for you; not 
one promise has failed. 15 Since every good thing the 
LORD your God promised you has come about, so he 
will bring on you every bad thing until he has 
annihilated you from this good land the LORD your 
God has given you. 

Joshua 23



16 If you break the covenant of the LORD your God, 
which he commanded you, and go and serve other 
gods, and bow in worship to them, the LORD’s anger 
will burn against you, and you will quickly disappear 
from this good land he has given you.” CSB

Joshua 23



14 “I am now going the way of the whole earth, and 
you know with all your heart and all your soul that 
none of the good promises the LORD your God made 
to you has failed. Everything was fulfilled for you; not 
one promise has failed.”

2 Prophetic statements: 
• God’s Word is true.
• Only He brings true success.

Joshua 23



courtesy Dan Busca; Clingenhouse

26 And everyone who hears 
these words of mine and 
does not do them will be 
like a foolish man who built 
his house on the sand.

Matthew 7
24 Everyone then who hears 
these words of mine [Jesus] 
and does them will be like a 
wise man who built his house 
on the rock. ESV



12 If you ever turn away and become loyal to the rest of these 
nations remaining among you, and if you intermarry or 
associate with them and they with you, 13 know for certain 
that the LORD your God will not continue to drive these 
nations out before you. They will become a snare and a trap 
for you, a sharp stick for your sides and thorns in your eyes, 
until you disappear from this good land the LORD your God 
has given you. 
2 Prophetic statements: 
• God’s Word is true.
• Only He brings true success.

Joshua 23



7 The people worshiped the LORD throughout Joshua’s 
lifetime and during the lifetimes of the elders who 
outlived Joshua. They had seen all the LORD’s great 
works he had done for Israel. CSB

Judges 2



12 If you ever turn away and become loyal to the rest of these 
nations remaining among you, and if you intermarry or 
associate with them and they with you, 13 know for certain 
that the LORD your God will not continue to drive these 
nations out before you. They will become a snare and a trap 
for you, a sharp stick for your sides and thorns in your eyes, 
until you disappear from this good land the LORD your God 
has given you. 
2 Prophetic statements: 
• God’s Word is true.
• Only He brings true success.

Joshua 23
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16 “If you break the covenant of the LORD your God, 
which he commanded you, and go and serve other 
gods, and bow in worship to them, the LORD’s anger 
will burn against you, and you will quickly disappear 
from this good land he has given you.” CSB

Joshua 23

courtesy Sky News
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You should be ashamed
W.W. Denslow, 1900

Aslan carries the girls
Pauline Baynes, 1950
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Human solutions God’s solution




