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One approaches 
Leviticus 20-21 expecting 
something about as 
exciting as drying paint. 
Yet this seemingly 
mundane passage 
contains the most 
powerful philosophic 
treatments within the 
book of Joshua.
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These two chapters 
teach us about the 
realities of history, 
giving, justice, and 
salvation. 
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1 The Levite family heads approached the priest 
Eleazar, Joshua son of Nun, and the family heads of 
the Israelite tribes. 2 At Shiloh, in the land of Canaan, 
they told them, “The LORD commanded through 
Moses that we be given cities to live in, with their 
pasturelands for our livestock.” 3 So the Israelites, by 
the LORD’s command, gave the Levites these cities 
with their pasturelands from their inheritance
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41 Within the Israelite possession there were forty-
eight cities in all with their pasturelands for the 
Levites. 42 Each of these cities had its own 
surrounding pasturelands; this was true for all the 
cities. CSB 
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6 Look, I have 
selected your fellow 
Levites from the 
Israelites as a gift for 
you, assigned by the 
LORD to work at the 
tent of meeting. CSB

Numbers 18
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10 They [Levi] will teach your [God’s] ordinances to 
Jacob 
and your instruction to Israel; 
they will set incense before you 
and whole burnt offerings on your altar. CSB

Deuteronomy 33



6 Look, I have 
selected your fellow 
Levites from the 
Israelites as a gift for 
you, assigned by the 
LORD to work at the 
tent of meeting. CSB

Numbers 18
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14 “You are the light of the world. A city situated on a hill 
cannot be hidden. 15 No one lights a lamp and puts it 
under a basket, but rather on a lampstand, and it gives 
light for all who are in the house. 16 In the same way, let 
your light shine before others, so that they may see 
your good works and give glory to your Father in 
heaven.” CSB

Matthew 5



Areas where 
Christians 
scattered before 
AD 250

Areas of strong 
Christian influence 
by AD 325



The local government 
often persecutes us. 

But we just move and 
tell more. – Pastor Li
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How do history 
and prophecy 
figure in this?



5 Simeon and Levi are 
brothers; their knives are 
vicious weapons. 
7 Their anger is cursed, for it is strong, 
and their fury, for it is cruel! 
I will disperse them throughout Jacob 
and scatter them throughout Israel. CSB

Genesis 49
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The Rape of Dinah
Giuliano Bugiardini
1554
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Simeon and Levi kill Shechem
Philip Medhurst
2014
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Simeon and Levi kill Shechem
Philip Medhurst
2014

They didn’t trust the Lord. 
They took matters into their 
own hands. Genesis 35 makes 
clear that if they had just 
trusted God, all would have 
worked out fine. 



5 Simeon and Levi are 
brothers; their knives are 
vicious weapons. 
7 Their anger is cursed, for it is strong, 
and their fury, for it is cruel! 
I will disperse them throughout Jacob 
and scatter them throughout Israel. CSB

Genesis 49
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25 Moses saw that the people were out of control, for 
Aaron had let them get out of control, making them 
a laughingstock to their enemies. 26 And Moses stood 
at the camp’s entrance and said, “Whoever is for the 
LORD, come to me.” And all the Levites gathered 
around him. CSB

Exodus 32



25 Moses saw that the people 
were out of control, for 
Aaron had let them get out 
of control, making them a 
laughingstock to their 
enemies. 26 And Moses stood 
at the camp’s entrance and 
said, “Whoever is for the 
LORD, come to me.” And all 
the Levites gathered around 
him. CSB

Exodus 32

Adoration of the Golden Calf 
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1634
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Joshua
Though the intricacies and 
complexities are often 
beyond our sight & 
understanding, history and 
prophecy are each 
predicated on the 
reality of cause 
& effect.

Hume
There is no such thing as a 
flow to history. Prophecy is 
absurd because one idea or 
action doesn’t lead to 
another.

courtesy Musgrave99; City of Edinburgh
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Laddie, even if 
cause-and-effect 

are real in history, 
how does that 

matter in my life?



You & I are bombarded by a worldview that says 
history is cyclical and prophecy nonsense. The 
prevailing materialist mindset is so terrified of cause 
and effect that it launches into absurdity. 



The [settlement] of Simeon and Levi has a lot to say…to 
the existential mentality that history is going nowhere. 
The biblical emphasis is constantly the reverse: History 
does have meaning; the past brings forth the present 
and the present influences the future…Hume was 
wrong. Cause-and-effect does exist, not only in science 
but in meaningful, significant human events. 

– Francis Schaeffer, Joshua and the 
Flow of Biblical History
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Moses Orders the 
Golden Calf Destroyed
Andrea Celesti, 1689



8 The Israelites gave these 
cities with their 
pasturelands around them 
to the Levites by lot, as the 
LORD had commanded 
through Moses. CSB

Joshua 21

© Moody/Barry Beitzel



24 For I have given them the tenth that the Israelites 
present to the LORD as a contribution for their 
inheritance. That is why I told them that they would 
not receive an inheritance among the Israelites. CSB

Numbers 18



24 “For I have given them the tenth that the Israelites 
present to the LORD as a contribution for their 
inheritance. That is why I told them that they would 
not receive an inheritance among the Israelites.” 
25 The LORD instructed Moses, 26 “Speak to the Levites 
and tell them: When you receive from the Israelites 
the tenth that I have given you as your inheritance, 
you are to present part of it as an offering to the 
LORD—a tenth of the tenth.” CSB

Numbers 18



1 Now about the collection for the saints: Do the 
same as I instructed the Galatian churches. 2 On the 
first day of the week, each of you is to set something 
aside and save in keeping with how he is prospering, 
so that no collections will need to be made when I 
come. CSB

1 Corinthians 16



1 Now about the collection for the saints: Do the same as I 
instructed the Galatian churches. 2 On the first day of the 
week, each of you is to set something aside and save in 
keeping with how he is prospering, so that no collections will 
need to be made when I come. CSB
• Special giving should flow according to each person’s 

prosperity.
• This is thought through; already done when Paul comes.
• Giving is primary and planned. This is first thing of the 

week. 

1 Corinthians 16



1 Then the LORD spoke to Joshua, 2 “Tell the Israelites: 
Select your cities of refuge, as I instructed you 
through Moses, 3 so that a person who kills someone 
unintentionally or accidentally may flee there. These 
will be your refuge from the avenger of blood. 
4 When someone flees to one of these cities, stands 
at the entrance of the city gate, and states his case 
before the elders of that city, they are to bring him 
into the city and give him a place to live among them. 

Joshua 20



5 And if the avenger of blood pursues him, they must 
not hand the one who committed manslaughter over 
to him, for he killed his neighbor accidentally and did 
not hate him beforehand. 6 He is to stay in that city 
until he stands trial before the assembly and until 
the death of the high priest serving at that time. 
Then the one who committed manslaughter may 
return home to his own city from which he fled.”

Joshua 20



7 So they designated Kedesh in the hill country of Naphtali in 
Galilee, Shechem in the hill country of Ephraim, and Kiriath-
arba (that is, Hebron) in the hill country of Judah. 8 Across 
the Jordan east of Jericho, they selected Bezer on the 
wilderness plateau from Reuben’s tribe, Ramoth in Gilead 
from Gad’s tribe, and Golan in Bashan from Manasseh’s 
tribe. 9 These are the cities appointed for all the Israelites 
and the aliens residing among them, so that anyone who 
kills a person unintentionally may flee there and not die at 
the hand of the avenger of blood until he stands before the 
assembly. CSB

Joshua 20



the cities of refuge

See Ex 21, Num 35, 
Deut 4, Deut 19, 
Josh 20.
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Results of the refuge law:
• Stopped the eternal 

cycle of family feuds. 
• Instituted the first 

trial by a jury of peers. 
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Inherent in refuge idea:
• Human life is sacred.
• Blame is not the basis 

of law.
• All are covered by the 

rule of law.
• Refuge is tied to God 

(via the High Priest). 
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Inherent in cities of
refuge idea:
• Human life is sacred.
• Blame is not the basis of law.
• All are covered by the rule of law.
• Refuge is tied to God (via the High Priest). 



6 He is to stay in that city until he stands trial before 
the assembly and until the death of the high priest 
serving at that time. Then the one who committed 
manslaughter may return home to his own city from 
which he fled.

Joshua 20



Inherent in refuge idea:
• Human life is sacred.
• Blame is not the basis 

of law.
• All are covered by the 

rule of law.
• Refuge is tied to God 

(via the High Priest). 
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22 “But if anyone suddenly pushes a person without 
hostility or throws any object at him without 
malicious intent 23 or without looking drops a stone 
that could kill a person and he dies, but he was not 
his enemy and didn’t intend to harm him, 24 the 
assembly is to judge between the person who kills 
someone and the avenger of blood according to 
these ordinances.” CSB

Numbers 35



9 These are the cities 
appointed for all the 

Israelites and the 
aliens residing 
among them

Joshua 20



Inherent in refuge idea:
• Human life is sacred.
• Blame is not the basis 

of law.
• All are covered by the 

rule of law.
• Refuge is tied to God 

(via the High Priest). 
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8 “What great 
nation is there that has 

statutes and judgments as 
righteous as this whole law 
which I am setting before 

you today?”

Deuteronomy 4
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Inherent in cities of refuge idea:
• Human life is sacred.
• Blame is not the basis of law.
• All are covered by the rule of 

law.
• Refuge is tied to God (via the 

High Priest). 



courtesy Augusta County, Ohio



Tying the refuge 
to the High Priest’s 

life was a convenient 
way to show that just 

law is founded 
in God. 
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You can’t run the red light. 
Why can’t I run it if that is what’s truth 
for me? 
Because you trample others’ rights. 
Why does that matter? 
Because people matter. 
Why do people matter? Humans aren’t 
an endangered species. 

courtesy istock



The ultimate conclusion of all legal why questions:

A.Because government/the powerful says so. People 
matter because we say so, and we determine which 
ones matter more.

B.Because God says so. All people matter because they 
are made in the image of God.



courtesy City of Lausanne

Justice instructing the justices
David Roberts, 

1860

Several litigants stand in the 
foreground of the painting: 
wife against husband, builder 
against architect. The 
question is, on what basis are 
the judges able to judge? 
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Justice instructing the justices
David Roberts, 

1860

Unblindfolded, Justice points 
with her sword so that the 
judges can follow it and see 
what should be the basis. Justice 
points to a book on which 
Roberts has carefully lettered 
the phrase, The Law of God. 



courtesy Palacký University Law School in Olomouc, CR

The Bible is the Power of the Law
Rudolf Edelberg

1858

That is tremendous! There was a 
foundation for civil law, fixed in the 
existence and character of God and 
his revelation of that character to 
men. – Francis Schaeffer, How Shall 
We Then Live



9 These are the cities 
appointed for all the 

Israelites and the 
aliens residing 
among them

Joshua 20
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‘To the victor is granted the right to lay down laws.’ Such 
was the maxim that Pompey the Great…like every human 
of antiquity…took for granted. The Jews, though, in 
defiance of earthly power, claimed…something 
absolutely unique—a covenant, and within that covenant 
legislation authored by God Himself. Every Jew, from the 
king to the simplest peasant, was subject to that law.

– Tom Holland, Dominion



I know. I know. This 
is my pretend face.

We must pretend 
to follow the rule 

of law.

courtesy duran



Inherent in refuge idea:
• Human life is sacred.
• Blame is not the basis 

of law.
• All are covered by the 

rule of law.
• Refuge is tied to God 

(via the High Priest). 
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Sovereign God wants us to 
differentiate between 
responsibility & blame. The 
rule of law is not increased 
– it is actually 
undermined – when 
we leave no room 
for events beyond 
our control [often 
dubbed ‘accidents’.]

Someone is always to blame. 
It’s my job to find out what 
person is to blame.

courtesy Musgrave99
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Inherent in cities of
refuge idea:
• Human life is sacred.
• Blame is not the basis of law.
• All are covered by the rule of law.
• Refuge is tied to God (via the High Priest). 



I have impregnated 
someone.

Praise God 
for life!

courtesy hearlink

No! [We’re too poor, 
her career will suffer, 
the child is possibly 

deformed, etc]



Praise God 
for life!

courtesy hearlink

I’m basing all my 
thinking on my own 

evaluation of my 
needs, abilities, 

desires, dreams. I 
better stop that and 
instead think about 

real justice under the 
rule of law.
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You may be basing 
your thinking on 

your own evaluation 
of needs, abilities, 
desires, dreams. 

Better to stop and 
instead think about 

real justice under the 
rule of law.

You are so 
insensitive and 

intolerant.
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Simeon and Levi kill Shechem
Philip Medhurst
2014

There is a price for 
planned murder. 
Human life is sacred.
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18 So God has given both his promise and his oath. 
These two things are unchangeable because it is 
impossible for God to lie. Therefore, we who have 
fled to him [Jesus] for refuge can have great 
confidence as we hold to the hope that lies before 
us. NLT

Hebrews 6



23 There were many priests under the old system, for 
death prevented them from remaining in office. 
24 But because Jesus lives forever, his priesthood lasts 
forever. 25 Therefore he is able, once and forever, to 
save those who come to God through him. He lives 
forever to intercede with God on their behalf. NLT

Hebrews 7
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6: 18 We who have fled to him [Jesus] for refuge can 
have great confidence 
7:25 Therefore he is able, once and forever, to save 
those who come to God through him. He lives 
forever to intercede with God on their behalf. NLT

Hebrews
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How could a holy 
God accept the truly 
guilty? We are not 

innocent chaps who 
have accidents. The 
Bible says we are all 
sinners. How could 
Jesus give refuge to 

that?



27 Unlike those other high priests, he does not need 
to offer sacrifices every day. They did this for their 
own sins first and then for the sins of the people. 
But Jesus did this once for all when he offered 
himself as the sacrifice for the people’s sins. CSB

Hebrews 7




