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Curtsinger elementary 
had just opened.

Frisco elementary was 
renamed Acker.



I am very busy…
This is a massive 

enterprise…
We’re still a small town…



I know Jesus and 
you can do it, 
Pastor Wayne.

I am very busy…
This is a massive 

enterprise…
We’re still a small town…



courtesy LCA



12 On the day the LORD gave the Amorites over to the 
Israelites, Joshua spoke to the LORD in the presence 
of Israel: 
“Sun, stand still over Gibeon, 
and moon, over the Valley of Aijalon.” CSB
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9 So Joshua caught them [the 5 Amorite armies 
besieging Gibeon] by surprise, after marching all 
night from Gilgal. 10 The LORD threw them into 
confusion before Israel. He defeated them in a great 
slaughter at Gibeon, chased them through the ascent 
of Beth-horon, and struck them down as far as 
Azekah and Makkedah. 

Joshua 10

Joshua

De

N
uLe Ju Ru

1 Sa

2 Sa

Ex



11 As they fled before Israel, the LORD threw large 
hailstones on them from the sky along the descent of 
Beth-horon all the way to Azekah, and they died. 
More of them died from the hail than the Israelites 
killed with the sword. 12 On the day the LORD gave the 
Amorites over to the Israelites, Joshua spoke to the 
LORD in the presence of Israel: 
“Sun, stand still over Gibeon, 
and moon, over the Valley of Aijalon.” CSB

Joshua 10



Sunrise from Tel Gibeon

From where is the request made?

Azekah/Makkedah

courtesy Christian Examiner; Janna Braudrick

Gibeon

Midafternoon on Tel Azekah



Dawn – Gibeon 



Afternoon – Makkedah or Azekah

courtesy biblicalisraeltours



Makkedah

Gibeon: prayer 
in morningMakkedah or 

Azekah: prayer 
after noon

Where?

Sunrise from Tel Gibeon

Midafternoon on Tel Azekah

© Abingdon; courtesy Christian Examiner; Janna Braudrick



Makkedah

Gibeon: prayer 
in morning, 
likely asking for 
shade

Makkedah or 
Azekah: prayer 
after noon, likely 
asking for time

The normal theological reasoning

Sunrise from Tel Gibeon

Midafternoon on Tel Azekah

© Abingdon; courtesy Christian Examiner; Janna Braudrick



Does Joshua request 
miraculously less intense 

sunshine?

What is needed – time or shade?

© Jordana Klein

Does Joshua request 
miraculously longer sunlight?

Sunset bet 
Shemesh
Jordana
Klein
2005

Sunshine 
(detail)
Jordana

Klein
2007



12 On the day the LORD gave the Amorites over to the 
Israelites, Joshua spoke to the LORD in the presence of 
Israel: “Sun, stand still over Gibeon, 
and moon, over the Valley of Aijalon.

Hebrew:דמםddmm = quiet or still; came into 
Hebrew from an old Akkadian, where it was used in 
astronomy

Joshua 10



Does Joshua request 
miraculously less intense 

sunshine?

What is needed – time or shade?

© Jordana Klein

Does Joshua request 
miraculously longer sunlight?

Sunset bet 
Shemesh
Jordana
Klein
2005

Sunshine 
(detail)
Jordana

Klein
2007



courtesy biblemapper

10 miles



Bill Withers:
Ain’t no sunshine when 
she’s gone
It’s not warm when she’s 
away
Ain’t no sunshine when 
she’s gone
And she’s always gone 
too long
Anytime she goes away

Joshua:
Lots of sunshine when 
God’s here
The Amorites don’t get 
away
Lots of sunshine when 
God’s here
They won’t get away 
for long
Over time, He’s here to stay



9 So Joshua caught them [the 5 Amorite armies besieging 
Gibeon] by surprise, after marching all night from Gilgal. 
10 The LORD threw them into confusion before Israel. He 
defeated them in a 
great slaughter at 
Gibeon, chased them 
through the ascent of 
Beth-horon, and 
struck them down as 
far as Azekah and 
Makkedah. 

Joshua 10

courtesy biblemapper



EW (Walt) Maunder
1851-1928
• Astronomer at Greenwich
• Member Royal Society
• Founder, with wife Annie, of 

British Astronomical Society
• Discoverer of “Maunder’s

Minimum” 

courtesy HM Royal Society



From what was it then that Joshua wished the sun to 
cease: from its moving or from its shining? It is 
[likely] that, engaged as he was in a desperate battle, 
he was [not] so much as thinking of the sun’s motion 
at all. But its shining, its scorching heat, must have 
been most seriously felt by him. At noon, in high 
summer, southern Palestine is one of the hottest 
countries in the world. 

Annie & Walt Maunder



[Why] would Joshua wish for the sun to be fixed overhead, 
where it must have been distressing his men who had 
already been seventeen hours on foot? A very arduous 
pursuit lay before them, and the sun’s heat therefore must 
have been a serious hindrance…Joshua must have desired it 
to be tempered. And the Lord hearkened to his voice and 
gave him this and much more. – Annie and E.W. 
Maunder, Astronomy of the Bible: An Elementary 
Commentary on the Astronomical References of 
Holy Scripture

Annie Maunder courtesy Greenwich Royal Observatory



Both time and shade

© Jordana Klein

12 “Sun, stand still over Gibeon, and moon, over the 
Valley of Aijalon.” 13 And the sun stood still and the moon 
stopped until the nation took vengeance on its enemies. 

Moonshine
Jordana
Klein
2011

Sunshine 
(detail)
Jordana

Klein
2007



12 On the day the LORD gave the Amorites over to the 
Israelites, Joshua spoke to the LORD in the presence of 
Israel: 
“Sun, stand still over Gibeon, 
and moon, over the Valley of Aijalon.” 
13 And the sun stood still 
and the moon stopped 
until the nation took vengeance on its enemies. 
Isn’t this written in the Book of Jashar? 

Joshua 10



So the sun stopped 
in the middle of the sky 
and delayed its setting 
almost a full day. 
14 There has been no day like it before or since, when 
the LORD listened to a man, because the LORD fought 
for Israel. 15 Then Joshua and all Israel with him 
returned to the camp at Gilgal. 

Joshua 10



13 So the sun stopped
in the middle of the sky 
and delayed its setting 
almost a full day. 

Hebrew: אוץ- lלֹא loas ָ -ל  lבוא lebo = two words used 
together to mean “not pressing” 

Joshua 10



courtesy National Gallery; MFA Boston  

Joshua 10
John Martin 1822

Elijah prays for rain
Washington Allston 1818



courtesy fineartamerica

Jesus calms 
the storm
Tigran 
Ghulyan
2011



Resurrection of Lazarus
Caravaggio

1609

courtesy Vatican



courtesy Vanity Fair

Astronomer 
John Tyndall 
characterized as 
a preacher of 
atheism 1872

Time cannot 
slow! Slowing 

rotation would 
cause utter 

destruction of 
the planet. It’s 

illogical!



© Kelvin Carden

Just because you can’t envision something seems a 
poor reason for rejecting God’s genius as Creator.



“You just don’t know how to use the 
English language.” – sent to Rudyard 

Kipling by a now-defunct publisher

“You’d have a decent book if you’d get 
rid of that Gatsby 
character.” – suggestion 
in a publisher rejection letter 
sent to F. Scott Fitzgerald

courtesy Scribners; Foreign Office Archives



12 God my King is from ancient times, 
performing saving acts on the earth. 
15 You opened up springs and streams; 
you dried up ever-flowing rivers. 
16 The day is yours, also the night; 
you established the moon and the sun. 
17 You set all the boundaries of the earth; 
you made summer and winter. CSB

Psalm 74



In modern times, some Bible students have claimed to 
verify [the time delay in Joshua 10] by referring to 
supposed calculations showing that precisely one day is 
missing from astronomical history and that this missing 
day is accounted for by the extra “day” in Joshua 10 and 
the ten steps (degrees?) that the sun went backwards in 
Hezekiah’s time (2 Kgs 20:9–11)…However, such claims 
have not been verified; they only exist in popular-level 
works on the Bible and science.



Another, more recent story…claimed that the computer 
running the measurements on [planetary movements] 
came to a halt until one scientist recalled stories from his 
Sunday School days that might explain this. Following a 
quick check of the Bible, the calculations verified 
Joshua’s long day and the ten degrees of Hezekiah, and 
the project was able to proceed. It is difficult to regard 

such unverified accounts as belonging to 
anything but a variety of the “urban legend” 
genre. – David Howard, Jr., Joshua

courtesy youtube



14 There has been no day like it before or since, when 
the LORD listened to a man, because the LORD fought 
for Israel. 15 Then Joshua and all Israel with him 
returned to the camp at Gilgal. 

Joshua 10



The author’s emphasis in the section comes in v. 14. He 
marvels, not so much at the miracle or sign of v. 13, but 
rather at the fact that God heard and responded to the 
voice of a man (v. 14), interceding dramatically for Israel 
because of Joshua’s petition (v. 12)! There had never 
been such a day…The two previous miracles on Israel’s 
behalf—the stopping of the waters of the Jordan 
and the victory over Jericho—had been at God’s 
initiative; this time, it was in response to one 
man’s petition. – David Howard, Jr., Joshua 

courtesy Moody



courtesy Theodore Dalrymple

Roman haruspex  
[priest who reads 
entrails to 
determine how to 
appease the gods]



12 Joshua spoke to the LORD in the presence of Israel: 
“Sun, stand still 
over Gibeon, 
and moon, over 
the Valley of Aijalon.” 

Joshua 10

courtesy Katrolophomai

Aglibol, Baalshamin, Malakbel
sun god, sky god, moon god



John 14:14 If you ask me anything in my name [ethic], 
I will do it. 
James 4:2 You do not have 
because you do not ask. 
James 5:16 The prayer of a righteous person 
is very powerful in its effect. CSB

God says to ask.



13 And the sun stood still 
and the moon stopped 
until the nation took vengeance on its enemies. 
Isn’t this written in the Book of Jashar? 

Jashar means “upright one” and the book or scroll 
of Jashar is also mentioned also 2 Samuel 1. 

Joshua 10



16 Now the five defeated kings had fled and hidden in the 
cave at Makkedah. 17 It was reported to Joshua, “The five 
kings have been found; they are hiding in the cave at 
Makkedah.” 18 Joshua said, “Roll large stones against the 
mouth of the cave, and station men by it to guard the 
kings. 19 But as for the rest of you, don’t stay there. 
Pursue your enemies and attack them from behind. 
Don’t let them enter their cities, for the LORD your God 
has handed them over to you.”

Joshua 10



20 So Joshua and the Israelites finished inflicting a terrible 
slaughter on them until they were destroyed, although a 
few survivors ran away to the fortified cities. 21 The 
people returned safely to Joshua in the camp at 
Makkedah. And no one dared to threaten the Israelites. 
22 Then Joshua said, “Open the mouth of the cave, and 
bring those five kings to me out of there.” 23 That is what 
they did. They brought the five kings of Jerusalem, 
Hebron, Jarmuth, Lachish, and Eglon to Joshua out of the 
cave. 

Joshua 10



24 When they had brought the kings to him, Joshua 
summoned all the men of Israel and said to the 
military commanders who had accompanied him, 
“Come here and put your feet on the necks of these 
kings.” So the commanders came forward and put 
their feet on their necks. 25 Joshua said to them, “Do 
not be afraid or discouraged. Be strong and 
courageous, for the LORD will do this to all the 
enemies you fight.”

Joshua 10



26 After this, Joshua struck them down and executed 
them. He hung their bodies on five trees and they 
were there until evening. 27 At sunset Joshua 
commanded that they be taken down from the trees 
and thrown into the cave where they had hidden. 
Then large stones were placed against the mouth of 
the cave, and the stones are still there today. CSB

Joshua 10



courtesy slideshare



courtesy biblemapper



19 But as for the rest of you, don’t stay there. Pursue 
your enemies and attack them from behind. Don’t 
let them enter their cities, for the LORD your God has 
handed them over to you.”

Joshua 10



courtesy skytv





courtesy USNews



August 9, 2002
Saddam Hussein telling Iraqi 

citizens that more terrorists can be 
sent to strike the United States.



courtesy AP



• Attack a neighbor with 
whom recently allied.

• Angry that said neighbor 
steps outside the politically-
correct boundaries and 
dealt with Israel.

• Launch overwhelming force. 
• Miraculously repulsed and 

overthrown.
• Warlord “kings” found in a 

cave.

Amorites Iraq under Saddam
• Attack a neighbor with 

whom recently allied.
• Angry that said neighbor 

steps outside the politically-
correct boundaries and 
lowered oil prices.

• Launch overwhelming force. 
• Miraculously repulsed and 

overthrown.
• Dictator “president” found 

in a hole.



24 When they had brought the kings to him, Joshua 
summoned all the men of Israel and said to the 
military commanders who had accompanied him, 
“Come here and put your feet on the necks of these 
kings.” So the commanders came forward and put 
their feet on their necks. 25 Joshua said to them, “Do 
not be afraid or discouraged. Be strong and 
courageous, for the LORD will do this to all the 
enemies you fight.”

Joshua 10



25 Joshua said to them, “Do not be afraid or 
discouraged. Be strong and courageous, for the LORD
will do this to all the enemies you fight.”

Joshua 10

2 All the Israelites complained about Moses and 
Aaron… 3 Wouldn’t it be better for us to go back to 
Egypt?” 4 So they said to one another, “Let’s appoint 
a leader and go back to Egypt.” CSB

Numbers 14



24 When they had brought the kings to 
him, Joshua summoned all the men of 
Israel and said to the military 
commanders who had accompanied him, 
“Come here and put your feet on the 
necks of these kings.” So the commanders 
came forward and put their feet on their 
necks. 25 Joshua said to them, “Do not be 
afraid or discouraged. Be strong and 
courageous, for the LORD will do this to all 
the enemies you fight.”

Joshua 10

courtesy British Museum



25 “Be strong 
and courageous, for 
the LORD will do this 
to all the enemies 

you fight.”

Joshua 10



25 Joshua said to them, “Do not be afraid or 
discouraged. Be strong and courageous, for the LORD
will do this to all the enemies you fight.”

The middle section of the book of Joshua is the 
conquest of obedience. You who belong to God obey, 
and the Lord will accomplish what concerns you. You 
fight, and God gives victory.

Joshua 10



A request in 
God’s name 
– according 
to His 
expressed 
desires –
does not 
have to be 
tame. 

courtesy National Gallery
Joshua 10 John Martin 1822



courtesy Shutterstock



courtesy yahoo

•The fine parsing of whether my understanding is perfectly in 
line with His name is not my job. 

•Determining what is best long-term is beyond my pay grade. 
•Performing the miracle is way out of any 

human’s league.
•Boldly making request of our perfect, 

loving Father – that is my job.



6 Don’t worry about anything, 
but in everything, 
through prayer and petition 
with thanksgiving, 
present your requests to God. CSB

Philippians 4



These are the voyages of the starship Enterprise, it’s five-
year mission: to explore strange new worlds, to seek out 
new life and new civilizations, to boldly go where no man 
has gone before.

courtesy hdwallpapers
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courtesy indianmotherhood



courtesy indianmotherhood

I see other families 
come play at your 
house all the time. 
When do we get to 

come to your house?



It is not enterprising to hide from the world in a monastic 
cave. Nor does it take any creativity to just drift along in 
the wake of the dominant culture. The real work is in 
enterprise – finding ways to expand God’s kingdom.

courtesy hdwallpapers



10 The joy of the LORD
is your strength.CSB

Nehemiah 8




