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While the storm clouds gather far across the sea
Let us swear allegiance to a land that’s free
Let us all be grateful for a land so fair
As we raise our voices in a solemn prayer.
– Israel Baline, “God Bless America” 

courtesy classicfilm



God bless America 
Land that I love 
Stand beside her 
And guide her 
Through the night with the light from above 

courtesy CBS



courtesy New York Times; doesn’t he resemble Sean Penn?

Guthrie was a 
communist who 
hated the ideals 
espoused in “God 
Bless America.”



courtesy Cawston Parish

Guthrie’s song 
performed in a 
church, 1964



This land is ____ ___, this land is ____ ___
From _______ to the New York Island 
From the Redwood _____ to the Gulf Stream ______ 
This land was made for you and me. 
– Woody Guthrie, “This Land is Your Land” 



courtesy city of Canyon Creek, AZ; city of Tulsa, OK



courtesy bible.org

Gilgal – site of song #1
“God bless Israel”

Shiloh – site of song #2
“This land is your land”



1 The Israelites received these portions that the 
priest Eleazar, Joshua son of Nun, and the family 
heads of the Israelite tribes gave them in the land of 
Canaan. 2 Their inheritance was by lot as the LORD
commanded through Moses for the nine and a half 
tribes, 3 because Moses had given the inheritance to 
the two and a half tribes beyond the Jordan. But he 
gave no inheritance among them to the Levites. 
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4 The descendants of Joseph became two tribes, 
Manasseh and Ephraim. No portion of the land was 
given to the Levites except cities to live in, along with 
pasturelands for their cattle and livestock. 5 So the 
Israelites did as the LORD commanded Moses, and 
they divided the land. 6 The descendants of Judah 
approached Joshua at Gilgal CSB
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courtesy knowingthebible

Judah [c. 15]
Ephraim [c. 16]

W. Manasseh [c. 17] Gilgal – site 
of song #1
“God bless 
Israel”



courtesy Smithsonian

Why do this 
at Gilgal?



At Gilgal:
• God blessed Israel with 

a renewed covenant.
•Manna stopped and 

they ate from their 
land.
• Passover was first 

celebrated in their 
home country.



courtesy historyhub



At Independence Hall 
they:

• Signed the Declaration 
of Independence.
• Ratified the Articles of 

Confederation.
• Created the United 

States Constitution.

courtesy NPS



© Disney

Replacement theology 
is biblically sloppy!

Christian 
nationalism is 

terribly dangerous!



At Gilgal:
• God blessed Israel with 

a renewed covenant.
•Manna stopped and 

they ate from their 
land.
• Passover was first 

celebrated in their 
home country.

courtesy biblewalks



The division of the land 
allotments from Moses 
& Joshua



courtesy Bill Molina

Here’s the 
keys! It’s 
all yours!



courtesy Bill Molina

Here’s the 
keys! It’s 
all yours!

I wouldn’t be 
caught dead 
in a Chevy.



14 Joseph’s descendants said to Joshua, “Why did you 
give us only one tribal allotment as an inheritance? 
We have many people, because the LORD has been 
blessing us greatly.” 15 “If you have so many people,” 
Joshua replied to them, “go to the forest and clear an 
area for yourselves there in the land of the Perizzites 
and the Rephaim, because Ephraim’s hill country is 
too small for you.” 16 But the descendants of Joseph 
said, 

Joshua 17



“The hill country is not enough for us, and all the 
Canaanites who inhabit the valley area have iron 
chariots, both at Beth-shean with its surrounding 
villages and in the Jezreel Valley.” 17 So Joshua replied to 
Joseph’s family (that is, Ephraim and Manasseh), “You 
have many people and great strength. You will not have 
just one allotment, 18 because the hill country will be 
yours also. It is a forest; clear it and its outlying areas 
will be yours. You can also drive out the Canaanites, 
even though they have iron chariots and are strong.” CSB

Joshua 17



Don’t freeze in fear.
Complain less.
Work boldly. 

Joshua 14-17 [Gilgal]



wooded hills 
not easy for 
crops

enemy 
chariots 
hold sway

courtesy University of Texas



17 So Joshua 
replied to Joseph’s 

family (that is, Ephraim and 
Manasseh), “You have 

many people and 
great strength.”

Joshua 17



Lt. Norman Dike, Jr. of 506 Easy 
company in the 101st Airborne 
Division won multiple bronze stars 
for his heroics in WW2. But sadly, 
he is perhaps more remembered for 
the time he froze in fear.

courtesy alchetron



He was instructed by Major Winters to take his 
platoon across an open field with very little to no 
cover and into a town where Germans were waiting 
for them. Dike was to move with alacrity and 
commitment to keep casualties at a minimum.



Instead, he 
hesitated. He 
lost track of 
one of his 

squads – blaming them for going too fast – and paused 
the assault in the middle of the field. According to the 
Army record, he then “fell apart” and instructed the 
recovered squad to attack the town from the rear while 
he and his squad took a beating in the field.

courtesy US Army



Major Winters redirected, implored, and scolded 
Dike to move on, but Dike did not. Captain Ronald 
Spears finally intervened, taking over the assault and 
making the operation successful. Lt. Dike was a 
highly decorated veteran who had many successful 
missions before and after this moment; however, this 
one freeze where he refused to follow the orders 
stained his legacy and cost lives. – Kevin Hobson



17 So Joshua 
replied to Joseph’s 

family (that is, Ephraim and 
Manasseh), “You have 

many people and 
great strength.”

Joshua 17



15 “If you have so many people,” Joshua replied to 
them, “go to the forest and clear an area for 
yourselves there in the land of the Perizzites and the 
Rephaim, because Ephraim’s hill country is too small 
for you.”

Joshua 17



courtesy teach4theheart

I have 
too much 

homework!

Better get on 
it and quit 
whining.



Whining to avoid hard work is a character trait that 
usually gets passed on through generations. The 
offspring of these complainers waste time grumbling 
against:
• Gideon in Judges 8.
• Jephthah in Judges 12.
• David in 2 Samuel 20.



Wayne, I just caught 
myself saying to my 
daughter in a 
ridiculously whiny 
voice, “Erin, stop 
whining!”

courtesy storyblock



14 Do everything 
without grumbling

and arguing CSB

Philippians 2



Don’t freeze in fear.
Complain less.
Work boldly. 

Joshua 14-17 [Gilgal]



15 “If you have so many people,” Joshua replied to them, 
“go to the forest and clear an area for yourselves there in 
the land of the Perizzites and the Rephaim, because 
Ephraim’s hill country is too small for you.”

18 “The hill country will be yours also. It is a forest; clear 
it and its outlying areas will be yours. You can also drive 
out the Canaanites, even though they have iron chariots 
and are strong.” CSB

Joshua 17



courtesy Colorado Farm to Table

Tony 
Madone 
in 1996



courtesy Colorado Farm to Table



courtesy Colorado Farm to Table

The condition 
of the farm  
March 1, 1996

Weeds were 3-4 feet high 
all across the property.



courtesy Colorado Farm to Table

Tony had to level the old 
cross ditches used for flood 
retention in the past.



The ground was so dry and hard 
it could not be plowed; a good 
seed bed could not be obtained 
without soaking the ground 1st. 

courtesy Colorado Farm to Table



courtesy Colorado Farm to Table

Disking the farm one week after 
soaking the ground with the pre-
plant irrigation. The moist 
ground finally allowed for deep 
tillage.



courtesy Colorado Farm to Table

45

This piece of ground had not 
been plowed in 45 years.



courtesy Colorado Farm to Table

Roller harrowing 
the plowed ground, 
preparing it for a 
finished seed bed.



courtesy Colorado Farm to Table

Planting a field in squash. 



courtesy Colorado Farm to Table

48

4,000 cabbage and 
broccoli transplanted.



courtesy Colorado Farm to Table

Volunteers hoe the 
squash field after first 
cultivation.



courtesy Colorado Farm to Table

Tony tends a field of 
sweet corn. 



courtesy Colorado Farm to Table

Cabbage and broccoli 
production:
1,982 heads of cabbage
1,718 heads of broccoli 



courtesy Colorado Farm to Table

52

Squash field yields: 
7,220 zucchini

8,711 yellow
4,751 acorn



Corn is boxed for shipping,  
22,944 ears produced. Yields 

have increased each year since 
the farm’s 1996 start.

Tony Madone still working in 2020.

courtesy Colorado Farm to Table; Salida Record



courtesy Colorado Farm to Table



Don’t freeze in fear.
Complain less.
Work boldly. 

Joshua 14-17 [Gilgal]



courtesy bible.org

Gilgal – site 
of song #1
“God bless 
Israel”

Shiloh – site 
of song #2
“This land is 
your land”



1 The entire Israelite community assembled at Shiloh and set 
up the tent of meeting there. The land had been subdued 
before them, 2 but seven tribes among the Israelites were 
left who had not divided up their inheritance. 3 So Joshua 
asked the Israelites, “How long will you delay going out to 
take possession of the land that the LORD, the God of your 
ancestors, gave you? 4 Appoint for yourselves three men 
from each tribe, and I will send them out. They are to go and 
survey the land, write a description of it for the purpose of 
their inheritance, and return to me. 

Joshua 18



5 Then they are to divide it into seven portions. Judah is 
to remain in its territory in the south and Joseph’s family 
in their territory in the north. 6 When you have written a 
description of the seven portions of land and brought it 
to me, I will cast lots for you here in the presence of the 
LORD our God.” CSB

Joshua 18



courtesy bible.org; Walmart

Gilgal – site 
of song #1
“God bless 
Israel”

Shiloh – site 
of song #2
“This land is 
your land”

Why that 
place?



10 “The scepter shall not depart from Judah,
Nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet,
Until Shiloh comes,
And to him shall be the obedience of the peoples.”
NASB

Genesis 49

courtesy Getty



“The scepter shall not depart from Judah,
Nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet,
Until Shiloh comes,
And to him shall be the obedience of the peoples.”

Genesis 49:10

Kingdom 
authority Slang for children, 

offspring



“The scepter shall not depart from Judah,
Nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet,
Until Shiloh comes,
And to him shall be the obedience of the peoples.”

Genesis 49:10

Kingdom 
authority Slang for 

offspring

קֵֹ֖קחְמ iMehoqeq = particular 
implement used to inscribe 
decrees and laws into wet clay



“The scepter shall not depart from Judah,
Nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet,
Until Shiloh comes,
And to him shall be the obedience of the peoples.”

Genesis 49:10

Kingdom 
authority Slang for 

offspring

קֵֹ֖קחְמ imehoqeq = particular 
implement used to inscribe 
decrees and laws into wet clay

Person who has authority 
to make peace



“The scepter shall not depart from Judah,
Nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet,
Until Shiloh comes,
And to him shall be the obedience of the peoples.”

Genesis 49:10

Kingdom 
authority Slang for 

offspring

קֵֹ֖קחְמ imehoqeq = particular 
implement used to inscribe 
decrees and laws into wet clay

Person who has authority 
to make peace

Jesus: Lion of the tribe of Judah 
Prince of Peace; Lord
Author & Perfecter of our faith



courtesy bible.org

Shiloh – site 
of song #2
“This land is 
your land”

10 “The scepter shall 
not depart from 
Judah,
Nor the ruler’s staff 
from between his 
feet,
Until Shiloh comes,
And to him shall be
the obedience of 
the peoples.” NASB

Genesis 49



courtesy bible.org

Gilgal – site 
of song #1
“God bless 
Israel”

Shiloh – site 
of song #2
“This land is 
your land”



3 So Joshua asked the Israelites, “How long will you delay 
going out to take possession of the land that the LORD, 
the God of your ancestors, gave you? 4 Appoint for 
yourselves three men from each tribe, and I will send 
them out. They are to go and survey the land, write a 
description of it for the purpose of their inheritance, and 
return to me. 

Joshua 18



courtesy Michelle Bruzee/WSJ

Coach Will 
Frazier



courtesy Mu Alpha Theta



courtesy Michelle Bruzee/WSJ



courtesy Mu Alpha Theta



courtesy Michelle Bruzee/WSJ



[Frazer] made a curious decision: He resigned from 
Buchholz—and he kept teaching. He rented an empty 
wing of his church and told parents that he would be 
teaching his usual curriculum in person as if it were a 
normal school year. Their kids could learn from him and 
take the rest of their classes remotely or carpool back 
and forth to Buchholz. Mr. Frazer says he invited 145 
students. His friends thought 20 or 30 would come with 
him. His pastor was optimistic and predicted 80. He got 
140.

Ben Cohen



The math team proceeded to win last year’s state 
and national titles by 
the widest gaps in the 
history of the program. 
The average margin of 
victory in Buchholz’s 
previous national titles 
was 315 points. Last year, it won by 920. 

– Ben Cohen, “America’s Greatest Math Team” 

courtesy Michelle Bruzee/WSJ



courtesy bible.org

Gilgal –
lessons of 
hard tasks

Shiloh –
lessons of 
initiative



Don’t be lazy.
Trust God and be bold.

Joshua 18-19 [Shiloh]



Joshua 18

2 but seven tribes among the Israelites were left who 
had not divided up their inheritance. 3 So Joshua 
asked the Israelites, “How long will you delay going 
out to take possession of the land that the LORD, the 
God of your ancestors, gave you?” 



Judah, Gad, Reuben, Ephraim, 
E Manasseh & W Manasseh 

The 7 lazy tribes 

courtesy schoolzone; aol



1 …The land had been 
subdued before them

Joshua 18



Tell me about a time you showed enterprise in advancing 
God’s kingdom work? 

•When society became overt in its dedication to evil, I 
finally started speaking out. 
•When times were dark in my life, I reached out to the 
Lord and began to really grow in Him. 
• I watched someone I love die without Christ; that’s 
when I finally starting sharing the gospel.



1 …The land had been 
subdued before them

Joshua 18



16 Caleb said, “Whoever attacks and captures Kiriath-
sepher, I will give my daughter Achsah to him as a wife.” 
17 So Othniel son of Caleb’s brother, Kenaz, captured it, 
and Caleb gave his daughter Achsah to him as a wife. 
18 When she arrived, she persuaded Othniel to ask her 
father for a field. As she got off her donkey, Caleb asked 
her, “What can I do for you?” 19 She replied, “Give me a 
blessing. Since you have given me land in the Negev, give 
me the springs also.” So he gave her the upper and lower 
springs. CSB

Joshua 15



courtesy WB



16 Caleb said, “Whoever attacks and captures Kiriath-
sepher, I will give my daughter Achsah to him as a wife.” 
17 So Othniel son of Caleb’s brother, Kenaz, captured it, 
and Caleb gave his daughter Achsah to him as a wife. 
18 When she arrived, she persuaded Othniel to ask her 
father for a field. As she got off her donkey, Caleb asked 
her, “What can I do for you?” 19 She replied, “Give me a 
blessing. Since you have given me land in the Negev, give 
me the springs also.” So he gave her the upper and lower 
springs. CSB

Joshua 15



courtesy Thomas Bulkeley

Canaanite-era cistern 
built to hold the water 

from the two springs



Note the all-
important irrigation 
pipe.

Tony Madone’s team works to take ownership of their 
land grant & make it productive.

courtesy Colorado Farm to Table



18 When she arrived, she persuaded Othniel to ask her 
father for a field. As she got off her donkey, Caleb asked 
her, “What can I do for you?” 19 She replied, “Give me a 
blessing. Since you have given me land in the Negev, give 
me the springs also.” So he gave her the upper and lower 
springs. CSB

Joshua 15



4 They [the 5 daughters of Zelophehad] came before the 
priest Eleazar, Joshua son of Nun, and the leaders, 
saying, “The LORD commanded Moses to give us an 
inheritance among our male relatives.” [see Numbers 
27.] So they gave them an inheritance among their 
father’s brothers, in keeping with the LORD’s instruction.
CSB

Joshua 17



It is sin
to know the good 
and yet not do it.

CSB

James 4:17



courtesy allthingsadmin



Don’t be lazy.
Trust God and be bold.

Joshua 18-19 [Shiloh]
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courtesy Malmsbury Primary

Hard tasks & 
initiative sprout 
biblical values.



There is a sickness at the heart of the middle-class 
culture that most American kids know as reality…The 
mothers and fathers who inhabit these houses do a 
good deal of what we hear good parents today ought 
to do: they coach Little League teams, they go on 
family vacations, they fix dinner for the kids. In the 
end, though, they remain utterly clueless when it 
comes to turning their mansions into homes where 
children can learn how to lead meaningful lives. 

Kay Hymnowitz



Kay Hymnowitz

Devoid of strong beliefs, seemingly bereft of 
meaningful experience to pass on to their young, 
they have at their center a vague emptiness.…These 
shadowy adults have removed themselves from the 
universal task of parenthood: guiding and shaping 
the young. 



And they have done so not because they are too busy 
at work or watching television but because they have 
no cultural tools with which to do the job, [no] moral 
awareness and worthy aspirations that would help 
form a firm sense of self…They have absorbed from 
the surrounding culture a…conviction [that] values 
are only opinion. They have no gravity or truth. 
– Kay Hymnowitz, 
“What’s Wrong With the Kids?” 

courtesy City Journal



The lessons of hard tasks and initiative build biblical 
values that have gravity and truth. They give 
meaningful experience and establish moral 

awareness & 
worthy 
aspirations that 
keep 
generations 
healthy. 

courtesy Pine Cove



courtesy Pat Blanke



He left His Father’s throne above—
So free, so infinite His grace—
Emptied Himself of all but love,
And bled for Adam’s helpless race:
’Tis mercy all, immense and free,
For, O my God, it found out me!

Amazing love! How can it be
That Thou, my God, should’st die for me?

Charles Wesley, “And Can It Be?”



Long my imprisoned spirit lay,
Fast bound in sin and nature’s night;
Thine eye diffused a quick’ning ray—
I woke, the dungeon flamed with light;
My chains fell off, my heart was free,
I rose, went forth, and followed Thee.

Charles Wesley, “And Can It Be?”



No condemnation now I dread;
Jesus, and all in Him, is mine;
Alive in Him, my living Head,
And clothed in righteousness divine,
Bold I approach th’ eternal throne,
And claim the crown, through Christ my own.

Charles Wesley, “And Can It Be?”




