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Get in. I want to 

help you for prepare 

for family life.



© dreamstime

They are 

waiting for you 

in the kitchen.



courtesy pinterest



• They made each boy walk around the disaster area 
that had been a sparkling new kitchen. 
• They conversed with each kid until he stopped 

blaming the brother and took responsibility himself.
• They wouldn’t let the boys clean their shoulders or 

faces until the whole kitchen was spotless. The guys 
were crying about it, but they had to wait. 

Handling the Great Honey War



11 Do not despise the LORD’s 

instruction, my son, 

and do not loathe his discipline; 
12 for the LORD disciplines 

the one he loves, 

just as a father disciplines 

the son in whom he delights. CSB

Proverbs 3

courtesy Christy Kacia Platt



• An obvious natural consequence. [You lie, no one 

talks to you; You break it, you pay for it; etc.]

• A confessing culprit. [No blaming others. Take 

responsibility.]

• A lasting impression. [Memorable, teachable 

moments]

AAA disaster repair



1 The Israelites, however, were unfaithful regarding 

the things set apart for destruction. Achan son of 

Carmi, son of Zabdi, son of Zerah, of the tribe of 

Judah, took some of what was set apart, and the 

LORD’s anger burned against the Israelites. 2 Joshua 

sent men from Jericho to Ai, which is near Beth-aven, 

east of Bethel, and told them, “Go up and scout the 

land.” So the men went up and scouted Ai.
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3 After returning to Joshua they reported to him, “Don’t 
send all the people, but send about two thousand or 
three thousand men to attack Ai. Since the people of Ai 
are so few, don’t wear out all our people there.” 4 So 
about three thousand men went up there, but they fled 
from the men of Ai. 5 The men of Ai struck down about 
thirty-six of them and chased them from outside the city 
gate to the quarries, striking them down on the descent. 
As a result, the people lost heart. CSB
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Joshua 7
1 The Israelites, however, were unfaithful regarding 

the things set apart for destruction. Achan son of 

Carmi, son of Zabdi, son of Zerah, of the tribe of 

Judah, took some of what was set apart, and the 

LORD’s anger burned against the Israelites. 
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• Ai – the obvious natural consequence. 

AAA disaster repair



© Moody/Barry Beitzel; courtesy alltrails

15 mile hike

Jericho = sea level -800 ft

Ai = sea level +2500 ft

Halfway to Ai, modern hikers 

rest at a quarry cut in Wadi 

Mukkuk [now called El-Makkuk]



© Moody/Barry Beitzel; timesofisrael

2014 flash flood in Wadi El-Makkuk two miles W of 

Jericho; rain is falling up near Bethel



3 After returning to Joshua they reported to him, “Don’t 
send all the people, but send about two thousand or 
three thousand men to attack Ai. Since the people of Ai 
are so few, don’t wear out all our people there.” CSB

Remaining 
foundations of Ai

Joshua 7

courtesy Ferrell Jenkins/bibleplaces.com



Joshua 7
3 After returning to Joshua they reported to him, “Don’t send 

all the people, but send about two thousand or three 

thousand men to attack Ai. Since the people of Ai are so few, 

don’t wear out all our people there.” 4 So about three 

thousand men went up there, but they fled from the men of 

Ai. 5 The men of Ai struck down about 

thirty-six of them and chased them 

from outside the city gate to the 

quarries, striking them down on the 

descent. As a result, the people lost 

heart. CSB

courtesy Zondervan



But you shouldn’t! 

Just because you 

can, doesn’t mean 

you should.



courtesy arabmommymag
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3 After returning to Joshua they reported to him, “Don’t 
send all the people, but send about two thousand or 
three thousand men to attack Ai. Since the people of Ai 
are so few, don’t wear out all our people there.” 4 So 
about three thousand men went up there, but they fled 
from the men of Ai. 5 The men of Ai struck down about 
thirty-six of them and chased them from outside the city 
gate to the quarries, striking them down on the descent. 
As a result, the people lost heart. CSB

Joshua 7



While it is wonderful to have an infinite God, this 

means we must take his omniscience into account in 

our daily lives. There is nothing we do that God does 

not know…He knew when Achan first coveted, and 

he knew when he carried out his covetousness…Sin 

always begins in the mind. As a work of art begins in 

the mind and is then externalized, so also does sin. It 

is from the heart, Jesus said, that sin comes…Achan 

coveted; then he stole.

Francis Schaeffer



As a result, thirty-six men were killed. Just imagine: 

Here was a man going uphill, perhaps in pride but 

nevertheless in expectancy, and all of a sudden an 

Amorite took a spear and thrust him through. In the 

moments before his death he must have been filled 

with the realization that something had gone 

wrong…between [Israel] and God’s 

blessing. – Francis Schaeffer, Joshua and 
the Flow of Biblical History

courtesy Christianity Today



Moral relativism claims that one’s sins either 

aren’t wrong or don’t affect anyone else. Ai is a 

classic example of the folly behind 

such thinking. – Martin MacDonald

courtesy FBC Missions



6 Then Joshua tore his clothes and fell facedown to the 

ground before the ark of the LORD until evening, as did the 

elders of Israel; they all put dust on their heads. 7 “Oh, Lord 

GOD,” Joshua said, “why did you ever bring these people 

across the Jordan to hand us over to the Amorites for our 

destruction? If only we had been content to remain on the 

other side of the Jordan! 8 What can I say, Lord, now that 

Israel has turned its back and run from its enemies? 9 When 

the Canaanites and all who live in the land hear about this, 

they will surround us and wipe out our name from the earth. 

Then what will you do about your great name?” CSB

Joshua 7



Joshua fell facedown with torn clothes – a posture 

for grieving something done to you or against you. 

He adopted the exact whining words of the faithless 

generation that perished in the wilderness. Just as 

they complained about leaving Egypt “only to die 

across the Red Sea,” so Joshua whines about leaving 

Transjordan “only to die across the Jordan River.”

Joshua’s victim mindset



© the absolute genius, Bill Amend



This may be the most 

insidious snare you will face 

at university – the ease of 

avoiding accountability. 

It’s much easier to hide in a “safe space,” magnify 

miniscule mistakes by others, refuse to listen, and 

self-righteously see yourself as a perpetual victim.

courtesy Disney



10 The LORD then said to Joshua, “Stand up! Why have you 
fallen facedown? 11 Israel has sinned. They have violated 
my covenant that I appointed for them. They have taken 
some of what was set apart. They have stolen, deceived, 
and put those things with their own belongings. 12 This is 
why the Israelites cannot stand against their enemies. 
They will turn their backs and run from their enemies, 
because they have been set apart for destruction. I will 
no longer be with you unless you remove from among 
you what is set apart.” CSB

Joshua 7



10 The LORD then said to Joshua, “Stand up! Why have 

you fallen facedown?”

Hebrew: )֑◌ָ◌םֻ֣ק [ = “Arise from you!” 

i.e., get up from your own self 

Joshua 7

Away wi bein a wee 

scunner! [Quit being a 

whining nuisance.]

courtesy Tony Stanger



1 The Israelites, however, were unfaithful regarding the 
things set apart for destruction. Achan son of Carmi, son 
of Zabdi, son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took some 
of what was set apart, and the LORD’s anger burned 
against the Israelites. 
13 “Go and consecrate the people. Tell them to consecrate 
themselves for tomorrow, for this is what the LORD, the 
God of Israel, says: There are things that are set apart 
among you, Israel. You will not be able to stand against 
your enemies until you remove what is set apart. 

Joshua 7



14 In the morning, present yourselves tribe by tribe. The 
tribe the LORD selects is to come forward clan by clan. 
The clan the LORD selects is to come forward family by 
family. The family the LORD selects is to come forward 
man by man. 15 The one who is caught with the things set 
apart must be burned, along with everything he has, 
because he has violated the LORD’s covenant and 
committed an outrage in Israel.” 16 Joshua got up early 
the next morning. He had Israel come forward tribe by 
tribe, and the tribe of Judah was selected. 

Joshua 7



17 He had the clans of Judah come forward, and the 
Zerahite clan was selected. He had the Zerahite clan 
come forward by heads of families, and Zabdi was 
selected. 18 He then had Zabdi’s family come forward 
man by man, and Achan son of Carmi, son of Zabdi, son 
of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, was selected. CSB

Joshua 7



• Ai – the obvious natural consequence. 

• Achan – the confessing culprit. 

• Achor – the lasting impression. 

AAA disaster repair



Family rules help create structure. A family rule is a 

specific, clear statement about behaviors you 

expect from your child. Rules work best when there 

is consistency, predictability, and follow-through.

courtesy CDC



Family rules help children understand what 

behaviors are okay and not okay. As children grow, 

they will be in places where they have to follow 

rules. Following rules at home can help children 

learn to follow rules in other places. It is normal for 

children to break rules and test limits. Consistent 

follow through with consequences when rules are 

broken help your child have a clear understanding 

about the importance of rules. 



Family rules help children understand 
what behaviors are okay and not okay. 
As children grow, they will be in 
places where they have to follow 
rules. Following rules at home can 

help children learn to follow rules in other places. It is 
normal for children to break rules and test limits. 
Consistent follow through with consequences when 
rules are broken help your child have a clear 
understanding about the importance of rules. 

courtesy US Department of Health & Human Services/CDC



Joshua and Achan
Mr. Biblehead

2015

courtesy Jacktoons

Family rules help create structure. A family rule is a 

specific, clear statement about behaviors you expect 

from your child. Rules work best when there is 

consistency, predictability, and follow-through. – CDC 



• Ai – the obvious natural consequence. 

• Achan – the culprit. To get his confession:

§ Punishment was decreed.

§ The people consecrated themselves. 

§ Identify the offender, presumably by casting lots.

AAA disaster repair



19 So Joshua said to Achan, “My son, give glory to the 

LORD, the God of Israel, and make a confession to 

him. I urge you, tell me what you have done. Don’t 

hide anything from me.” 20 Achan replied to Joshua, 

“It is true. I have sinned against the LORD, the God of 

Israel. This is what I did: 21 When I saw among the 

spoils a beautiful cloak from Babylon, five pounds of 

silver, and a bar of gold weighing a pound and a 

quarter, I coveted them and took them. 

Joshua 7



You can see for yourself. They are concealed in the 

ground inside my tent, with the silver under the 

cloak.” 22 So Joshua sent messengers who ran to the 

tent, and there was the cloak, concealed in his tent, 

with the silver underneath. 23 They took the things 

from inside the tent, brought them to Joshua and all 

the Israelites, and spread them out in the LORD’s 

presence. CSB

Joshua 7



21 “When I saw among the spoils a 

beautiful cloak from Babylon, five 

pounds of silver, and a bar of gold 

weighing a pound and a quarter, I 

coveted them and took them. You 

can see for yourself. They are 

concealed in the ground inside my 

tent, with the silver under the 

cloak.” 

Joshua 7



Unhappily, this confession came too late. Had Achan come to 

God of his own accord and acknowledged his sin with a 

proper offering, doubtless there would have been forgiveness 

for him. But the confession wrung from him only after the 

lot…could not avail to shield him from consequence. We need 

to remember that this event occurred [under Moses’] law. 

Law knows no mercy; law is absolutely just. Therefore Achan 

and his family had to be destroyed because of their sin. It is 

very evident that the family were implicated in the evil deeds 

of the head of the house, because the law strictly forbade 

putting children to death for the sins of the parents. 

– H.A. Ironside, Joshua



• Ai – the obvious natural consequence. 

• Achan – the confessing culprit. 

• Achor – the lasting impression. 
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24 Then Joshua and all Israel with him took Achan son of 

Zerah, the silver, the cloak, and the bar of gold, his sons and 

daughters, his ox, donkey, and sheep, his tent, and all that he 

had, and brought them up to the Valley of Achor. 25 Joshua 

said, “Why have you brought us trouble? Today the LORD will 

bring you trouble!” So all Israel stoned them to death. They 

burned their bodies, threw stones on them, 26 and raised 

over him a large pile of rocks that remains still today. Then 

the LORD turned from his burning anger. Therefore that place 

is called the Valley of Achor still today. CSB

Joshua 7



• Ai – the obvious natural consequence. 

• Achan – the confessing culprit. 

• Achor – the lasting impression. 

AAA disaster repair

It was so gross! 

Never again.

We learned.

courtesy Christy Kacia Platt



Vulturous dogs surround the camp,
shoot out their yips late in the night; 
cacophonous laughter heard after dying
of day and of light and defeat.

As the unconquerable ones lie
vanquished, hearts melted like wax
into water, anguished, in tents,
puzzling, pondering retreat.

John Adcox “Achan”



While one knowing one lies

over hidden treasure, heart burned hard

into stone with desire, and for one

idle, illumined moment, intense,

his fate flares brightly forth.

Rising vainly, as a high-wicked lamp

whose flame swallows itself in shade,

yet unvanquished by that One Stronger Foe

Who only obedience requires, he strides

downward to fires of destruction.

John Adcox “Achan”



21 When I saw among the spoils a beautiful cloak from 
Babylon, five pounds of silver, and a bar of gold weighing 
a pound and a quarter, I coveted them and took them. 

The three crucial steps in Achan’s sin are familiar: he 
saw; he coveted; he took. Eve took the same tragic steps 
in the Garden of Eden (Gen. 3:6), as did David with 
Bathsheba (2 Sam. 11:2–4). 
– Donald K. Campbell, Joshua

Joshua 7
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courtesy thegumballcompany
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just like a Dallas socialite – chomping gum

No, still fresh. 

It’s still got 

color. See?



You thief. Thief go jail. 

Have no money. You 

work! Learn be 

not thief.





James 5
1 Come now, you rich people, weep and wail over the 

miseries that are coming on you…4 Look! The pay 

that you withheld from the workers who mowed 

your fields cries out, and the outcry of the harvesters 

has reached the ears of the Lord of Armies. CSB

We steal by underpaying for services.



courtesy Museum of Fine Arts Academy, St. Petersburg

We steal by building a false image.

The punishment of 
Ananias and Sapphira
Alexei Kharlamov

1865



James 5
16 …Confess your sins to one another and pray for one 
another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of a 
righteous person is very powerful in its effect…19 My 
brothers and sisters, if any among you strays from the 
truth, and someone turns him back, 20 let that person 
know that whoever turns a sinner from the error of his 
way will save his soul from death and cover a multitude 
of sins. CSB

We steal by building a false image.



Ephesians 4
28 Let the thief no longer steal. Instead, he is to do 

honest work with his own hands, so that he has 

something to share with anyone in need. CSB

We steal by being entitled.



courtesy MGM, imgflip



courtesy onlineaudit [article title: church credit card misuse!]



Ephesians 4
28 Let the thief no longer steal. Instead, he is to do 

honest work with his own hands, so that he has 

something to share with anyone in need. CSB

We steal by being entitled.



Achan knew that Jericho was the first fruits sacrifice 

to God. There were 9 other cities they were going to 

get rich from. All he had to do was wait. The cities 

that rejected God and were thus spoils for Israel 

contained wealth worth at least $100,000 dollars per 

Israeli family. Achan settled for less than $40,000.   

We steal by acting impatiently.



9 I will produce descendants from Jacob, 
and heirs to my mountains from Judah; 
my chosen ones will possess it, 
and my servants will dwell there. 
10 …and the Valley of Achor a place for herds to lie down, 
for my people who have sought me. CSB

Hosea 2
15 I will give her vineyards back to her 
and make the Valley of Achor
into a gateway of hope. CSB

Isaiah 65



courtesy aquietwater



1 Brothers and sisters, 

if someone is overtaken 

in any wrongdoing, 

you who are spiritual, 

restore such a person 

with a gentle spirit, 

watching out for yourselves 

so that you also won’t be tempted. CSB

Galatians 6

courtesy metroatlantachurches



9 If we confess 
our sins, he is faithful

and righteous to forgive 
us our sins and to cleanse 

us from all 
unrighteousness. CSB

1 John 1




