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24 When all the 
Israelite men saw 

Goliath, they 
retreated from him 

terrified. CSB

1 Samuel 17:24
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45 David said to the Philistine, “You come against me with a 
sword, spear, and javelin, but I come against you in the name 
of the LORD of Armies, the God of the ranks of Israel—you 
have defied him. 46 Today, the LORD will hand you over to me. 
Today, I’ll strike you down, remove your head, and give the 
corpses of the Philistine camp to the birds of the sky and the 
wild creatures of the earth. Then all the world will know that 
Israel has a God, 47 and this whole assembly will know that it 
is not by sword or by spear that the LORD saves, for the battle 
is the LORD’s. He will hand you over to us.” CSB

1 Samuel 17:45-47



Courtesy  The Moody Atlas of Bible Lands, 1995  



28 On that day Joshua captured Makkedah and struck 
it down with the sword, including its king. He 
completely destroyed it and everyone in it, leaving 
no survivors. So he treated the king of Makkedah as 
he had the king of Jericho. 

Joshua 10:28
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29 Joshua and all Israel with him crossed from 
Makkedah to Libnah and fought against Libnah. 30 The 
LORD also handed it and its king over to Israel. He 
struck it down, putting everyone in it to the sword, 
and left no survivors in it. He treated Libnah’s king as 
he had the king of Jericho. 

Joshua 10:29-30



31 From Libnah, Joshua and all Israel with him crossed 
to Lachish. They laid siege to it and attacked it. 32 The 
LORD handed Lachish over to Israel, and Joshua 
captured it on the second day. He struck it down, 
putting everyone in it to the sword, just as he had 
done to Libnah. 33 At that time King Horam of Gezer 
went to help Lachish, but Joshua struck him down 
along with his people, leaving no survivors. 

Joshua 10:31-33



34 Then Joshua crossed from Lachish to Eglon and all 
Israel with him. They laid siege to it and attacked it. 
35 On that day they captured it and struck it down, 
putting everyone in it to the sword. He completely 
destroyed it that day, just as he had done to Lachish. 

Joshua 10:34-35



36 Next, Joshua and all Israel with him went up from 
Eglon to Hebron and attacked it. 37 They captured it 
and struck down its king, all its villages, and everyone 
in it with the sword. He left no survivors, just as he 
had done at Eglon. He completely destroyed Hebron 
and everyone in it. 

Joshua 10:36-37



38 Finally, Joshua turned toward Debir and attacked it. 
And all Israel was with him. 39 He captured it—its king 
and all its villages. They struck them down with the 
sword and completely destroyed everyone in it, 
leaving no survivors. He treated Debir and its king as 
he had treated Hebron and as he had treated Libnah
and its king. 

Joshua 10:38-39



MAKKEDAH (PLACE) [maqqēdâ]. Amorite royal city in 
the Shephelah, or lowlands, of S Canaan, which after 
its conquest by Joshua (Josh 12:16) was incorporated 
into the tribal territory of Judah within the same 
district as Lachish (Josh 15:41). Following the defeat 
of the anti-Gibeonite coalition (Josh 15:10), the five 
Amorite kings who headed this coalition escaped to a 
cave near Makkedah, where they were caught and 
executed (Josh 10:16–27)….

Wade R. Kotter



Following the account of the events at the cave, a 
description of the capture of the city of Makkedah, 
the execution of its king, and the utter destruction of 
its inhabitants (Josh 10:28) begins an independent 
unit consisting of a series of formulaic statements 
recounting the total conquest of S Canaan. 

Kotter, W. R. (1992). Makkedah (Place). In D. N. Freedman (Ed.), The Anchor Yale Bible Dictionary
(Vol. 4, p. 478). New York: Doubleday.

Wade R. Kotter

https://ref.ly/logosres/anch?ref=VolumePage.V+4%2c+p+478&off=2971
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“completely destroyed it and everyone in 
it, leaving no survivors. So he treated the 
king of Makkedah as he had the king of 
Jericho.”

Joshua 10:28



29 Joshua and all 
Israel with him 
crossed from 

Makkedah to Libnah
and fought against 

Libnah.

Joshua 10:29
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LIBNAH (PLACE) [Heb libnâ ( הָנְבִל )]. The second 
levitical city in the Judah/Simeon list…The first 
reference to Libnah in the biblical record is in the 
conquest narratives. Libnah was one of the towns in 
the S subjugated by Joshua. Following the conquest, 
Libnah was included in the allotment of Judah (Josh 
15:42). During the reign of Jehoram, Edom revolted 
from the control of Judah and at the same time 
Libnah revolted (2 Kgs 8:22). 

John L Peterson



The Chronicler justified Libnah’s revolt against Jehoram
“because he had forsaken the Lord, the God of his 
Fathers” (2 Chr 21:10). By the time of Hezekiah’s reign 
and Sennacherib’s campaign, Libnah had returned to 
Judah’s control (2 Kgs 19:8; Isa 37:8). The final reference 
to the city describes it as the home of Hamutal, the 
mother of Jehoahaz and Zedekiah (2 Kgs 23:31; 24:18; 
Jer 52:1). There are no ancient nonbiblical references to 
Libnah. 
JOHN L. PETERSON Peterson, J. L. (1992). Libnah (Place). In D. N. Freedman (Ed.), The Anchor Yale Bible 
Dictionary (Vol. 4, pp. 322–323). New York: Doubleday.

John L Peterson

https://ref.ly/logosres/anch?ref=VolumePage.V+4%2c+p+322&off=2718


30 The LORD also handed it and its king over 
to Israel. He struck it down, putting 
everyone in it to the sword, and left no 
survivors in it. He treated Libnah’s king as 
he had the king of Jericho.

Joshua 10:30



30 The LORD also 
handed it and its 

king over to Israel. 

Joshua 10:30
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31 From Libnah, Joshua and all Israel with him crossed 
to Lachish. They laid siege to it and attacked it. 32 The 
LORD handed Lachish over to Israel, and Joshua 
captured it on the second day. He struck it down, 
putting everyone in it to the sword, just as he had 
done to Libnah.

Joshua 10:31-32



Lachish: Among cities in ancient Judah, Lachish was 
second only to Jerusalem in importance. A principal 
Canaanite and, later, Israelite site, Lachish occupied a 
major tell (mound) 25 miles southwest of Jerusalem, 
nestled in the foothills of Judah (the region known as 
the Shephelah). The nearly rectangular tell extends 
over 18 acres on the summit. Nearby wells provide 
abundant water for drinking and vegetation. 

Philip King



Surrounded by deep ravines on all sides, except at the 
vulnerable southwest corner (where a topographical 
saddle connects the site with an adjacent hill), Lachish 
was easily defended. The city-gate complex, however, on 
the relatively exposed southwest corner of the city, had 
to be strongly fortified. Modern visitors (not to mention 
excavators) can attest to the difficulty of negotiating the 
steep incline on the way to the summit.

King, Philip J. Why Lachish Matters. Biblical Archaeological Review 31:4. July/August 2—5, 
www.baslibrary.org

Philip King



32 The LORD handed 
Lachish over to 

Israel

Joshua 10:32



33 At that time 
King Horam of 

Gezer went to help 
Lachish, but Joshua 

struck him down 
along with his 

people, leaving no 
survivors.

Joshua 10:33
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34 Then Joshua crossed from Lachish to Eglon and all 
Israel with him. They laid siege to it and attacked it. 
35 On that day they captured it and struck it down, 
putting everyone in it to the sword. He completely 
destroyed it that day, just as he had done to Lachish. 

Joshua 10:34-35



EGLON (PLACE) [Heb ʿeglôn ( ןו%ְגֶע )]. A royal Canaanite 
city conquered by Joshua (Josh 10:34–35). It was later 
incorporated into the Judean Shephelah district of 
Lachish (Josh 15:39). Eglon figures prominently in the 
narrative of Joshua’s conquest of the south (Joshua 10). 
Debir, king of Eglon, was one of four Amorite kings called 
upon by Adoni-zedek of Jerusalem to aid him in a war 
against Gibeon (Josh 10:1–4), which had, through a ruse, 
allied itself with the Israelites (Joshua 9).

Carl S. Erhlich



…Eglon subsequently appears only in the list of the 
thirty-one Canaanite kings defeated by Joshua 
(12:12) and in the aforementioned list of cities in the 
Judean Shephelah. 

Ehrlich, C. S. (1992). Eglon (Place). In D. N. Freedman (Ed.), The Anchor Yale Bible Dictionary (Vol. 
2, pp. 320–321). New York: Doubleday.

Carl S. Erhlich

https://ref.ly/logosres/anch?ref=VolumePage.V+2%2c+p+320&off=8008
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36 Next, Joshua and all Israel with him went up from 
Eglon to Hebron and attacked it. 37 They captured it 
and struck down its king, all its villages, and everyone 
in it with the sword. He left no survivors, just as he 
had done at Eglon. He completely destroyed Hebron 
and everyone in it. 

Joshua 10:36-37



Courtesy  The Moody Atlas of Bible Lands, 1995  



HEBRON (PLACE) [Heb ḥebrôn ( ןֹורְבֶח )]. 
• An important city located on the crest (ca. 3350 ft. 

elev.) of the Judean mountain ridge ca. 19 mi. SSE 
of Jerusalem and ca. 23 mi. NE of Beer-sheba.

• Abraham lived in the vicinity for some time and 
eventually purchased a cave at Machpelah in the 
valley below in order to bury Sarah (Genesis 23). 
Later Abraham himself was buried there in the 
cave (Gen 25:9–10), as was Isaac (Gen 35:27–29).

Paul Wayne Ferris Jr.



• Hebron was one of the cities which the twelve 
Israelites spies reconnoitered in Num 13:22. 

• …was extraordinarily lush and fertile. 
• Joshua… deeded the city to his fellow veteran spy, 

Caleb (Josh 14:13). 
• …the city was later assigned to the Kohathites, 

who were Aaronic priests, as a levitical city 
(21:11–13) and designated a city of refuge (20:7; 
21:13).

Paul Wayne Ferris Jr.



• After Saul’s death, the Lord instructed David to 
establish his rule in Hebron (2 Sam 2:1ff) where 
David reigned as king of Judah for seven and a half 
years (2:11; 5:5).

Paul Wayne Ferris Jr.



• The strategic location of Hebron is indicated yet 
again in 2 Chr 11:5–12, which reports that 
Rehoboam, concerned with protecting the 
southern flank, fortified a number of cities to the S 
and W of Jerusalem, including the administrative 
center, Hebron.

Ferris, P. W., Jr. (1992). Hebron (Place). In D. N. Freedman (Ed.), The Anchor Yale Bible Dictionary
(Vol. 3, pp. 107–108). New York: Doubleday.

Paul Wayne Ferris Jr.

https://ref.ly/logosres/anch?ref=VolumePage.V+3%2c+p+107&off=7385


38 Finally, Joshua turned toward Debir and attacked it. 
And all Israel was with him. 39 He captured it—its king 
and all its villages. They struck them down with the 
sword and completely destroyed everyone in it, 
leaving no survivors. He treated Debir and its king as 
he had treated Hebron and as he had treated Libnah
and its king. 

Joshua 10:38-39
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DEBIR (PLACE) [Heb dĕbır̂ ( ריִבְּד )].
1. A town in the S hill country of Judah listed in the 
roster of cijes that Joshua captured and ukerly 
destroyed (Josh 10:38–39). It was governed by a king 
(10:39; 12:13). Joshua 15 preserves the tradijon that 
Othniel the son of Kenaz captured the city, thereby 
winning in marriage Achsah, daughter of Caleb (vv
15–19 = Judg 1:11–15). 

Gary Herion and Dale Manor



It also preserves the tradition that the city was 
associated with “upper and lower springs” and that 
the pre-Israelite name of the city was Kiriath-sepher, 
which the LXX simply translates “city of books” (Gk
polis grammatōn)…
The biblical references all suggest that this Debir is 
located near the Shephelah in the southernmost 
region of the Judaean hill country SW of Hebron. 
Manor, D. W., & Herion, G. A. (1992). Debir (Place). In D. N. Freedman (Ed.), The Anchor Yale Bible 
Dictionary (Vol. 2, p. 112). New York: Doubleday.

Gary Herion and Dale Manor

https://ref.ly/logosres/anch?ref=VolumePage.V+2%2c+p+112&off=4703


Courtesy  R. S. Hess



Courtesy  R. S. Hess



Although some symmetry can be observed in the 
accounts of these battles, there is no consistent 
pattern. This is perhaps intentional. It suggests that 
while the campaign enjoyed success at each stage, 
different tactics were used. It also implies that this is 
not the repetition of a formula with different towns 
inserted to create a fictional account. 

R.S. Hess



Such an annalistic style is well known in the 
recording of Hittite and Assyrian campaigns, where 
the overall pattern is repeated but specifics are 
altered according to the unique elements involved in 
capturing each town. That the same effect was 
achieved everywhere is indicated by the note at the 
end of each conquest, in which it is compared with 
earlier accounts. This literary style served two 
purposes. 

R.S. Hess



Firstly, it demonstrated the consistent success of Israel’s 
army and the hopeless state of all who resisted them. It 
drives home a point that the God of Israel’s army does 
win. Secondly, the annalistic form corresponds as closely 
as any Ancient Near Eastern conquest account can to the 
recitation of what we know of as history. It is more 
regular than the free-flowing narratives of the preceding 
chapters but more individualized than the list of towns 
captured in chapter 12. 

R.S. Hess



Thus it preserves the form of an official account 
without losing the details specific to each event 
described.

Hess, R. S. (1996). Joshua: An Introduc9on and Commentary (Vol. 6, pp. 223–227). Downers 
Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press.

R.S. Hess

https://ref.ly/logosres/totc06josus?ref=Bible.Jos10.28-39&off=1819&ctx=+complete+conquest.%0a~Table+1:+Phrases+use


40 So Joshua conquered the whole region—the hill 
country, the Negev, the Judean foothills, and the 
slopes—with all their kings, leaving no survivors. He 
completely destroyed every living being, as the LORD, the 
God of Israel, had commanded. 41 Joshua conquered 
everyone from Kadesh-barnea to Gaza, and all the land 
of Goshen as far as Gibeon. 42 Joshua captured all these 
kings and their land in one campaign, because the LORD, 
the God of Israel, fought for Israel. 

Joshua 10:40-42



…with all their kings, leaving no survivors. He 
completely destroyed every living being…

Joshua 10:40





39 When Moses reported these words to all the 
Israelites, the people were overcome with grief. 
40 They got up early the next morning and went up 
the ridge of the hill country, saying, “Let’s go to the 
place the LORD promised, for we were wrong.” 

Numbers 14:39-40



“We are quick to 
aWempt to right 
our own wrongs 

in our own 
power.” 

Jeremy Mikeska



27 “You have heard that it was said, Do not commit 
adultery., 28 But I tell you, everyone who looks at a 
woman lustfully has already committed adultery with 
her in his heart.

Matthew 5:27-28



“It’s my body, I’ll have sex with whomever I want, 
and I have the right to kill whatever consequence 
comes!”

Culture of the World



41 But Moses responded, “Why are you going against 
the LORD’s command? It won’t succeed. 42 Don’t go, 
because the LORD is not among you and you will be 
defeated by your enemies. 43 The Amalekites and 
Canaanites are right in front of you, and you will fall 
by the sword. The LORD won’t be with you, since you 
have turned from following him.” 

Numbers 14:41-43



44 But they dared to go up the ridge of the hill 
country, even though the ark of the LORD’s covenant 
and Moses did not leave the camp. 45 Then the 
Amalekites and Canaanites who lived in that part of 
the hill country came down, akacked them, and 
routed them as far as Hormah. 

Numbers 14:44-45



42 Joshua captured 
all these kings and 
their land in one 

campaign, because 
the LORD, the God of 

Israel, fought for 
Israel. 

Joshua 10:42



Joshua conquered (Heb. lākad, a verb that appeared 
in Joshua 10:1 to describe the conquest of Ai) closes 
off the account of chapter 10 by linking it with the 
previous military victory. The syntax of the first half 
of the verse and its structure resembles the 
description of Joshua’s capture of Makkedah (v. 28). 
There, the conquest takes place that day; here it 
occurs in one campaign. 

R.S. Hess



This emphasizes how quickly it was completed 
because God fought on behalf of Israel. The same 
phrase in verse 14 comments on the miracle of the 
sun and moon.
Thus verse 42 ties in the defeat of all the towns in the 
south with the miraculous work of God, 
demonstrated by the overt wonders in the heavens 
as well as by the aid given in capturing each town.

R.S. Hess



For Chrisjans, this text and the following story of the 
northern bakle symbolize the life of the disciple. 
Faced with daily pressures and struggles, the decision 
whether to follow Christ in humility and love forms 
part of the spiritual warfare described in Ephesians 6. 

R.S. Hess



The warrior cannot succeed without divine help, and 
this is available through constant walking in the will 
of God as illuminated by a knowledge of God’s Word 
and as strengthened by prayerful communion with 
him.

Hess, R. S. (1996). Joshua: An Introduction and Commentary (Vol. 6, pp. 223–227). Downers 
Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press.

R.S. Hess

https://ref.ly/logosres/totc06josus?ref=Bible.Jos10.28-39&off=1819&ctx=+complete+conquest.%0a~Table+1:+Phrases+use


10 Finally, be strengthened by the Lord and by his vast 
strength. 11 Put on the full armor of God so that you 
can stand against the schemes of the devil. 12 For our 
struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against 
the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic 
powers of this darkness, against evil, spiritual forces 
in the heavens. 

Ephesians 6:10-12



13 For this reason take up the full armor of God, so 
that you may be able to resist in the evil day, and 
having prepared everything, to take your stand. 
14 Stand, therefore, with truth like a belt around your 
waist, righteousness like armor on your chest, 15 and 
your feet sandaled with readiness for the gospel of 
peace. 

Ephesians 6:13-15



16 In every situajon take up the shield of faith with 
which you can exjnguish all the flaming arrows of 
the evil one. 17 Take the helmet of salvajon and the 
sword of the Spirit—which is the word of God. 18 Pray 
at all jmes in the Spirit with every prayer and 
request, and stay alert with all perseverance and 
intercession for all the saints. 

Ephesians 6:16-18



Are you living in 
trust and 

obedience to 
the Lord? 



Do you have the 
right armor? 



What specific 
pressures and I 

facing? 



What am I afraid of?

Or

What lies am I being tempted to 

believe? 



How am I communing with my God?

How would I describe my time 

reading/meditating on the Word of God?
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“Good. I’ve had some refreshing moments wrestling with 
Joshua. As I sat on the balcony of the ship last week I was 
struck by the majesty of God’s creation and the reminder 
that He controls it all to the point that He even made the sun 
and moon stand still to show off His power to the Israelites. 
How freaky would that be to see? I have been challenged to 
remember that the battle belongs to the Lord. All the trouble 
of the day is conquered by following Him-resting and 
learning from Him, whose yoke is easy and burden light. He 
fights for His people, and by the work of Jesus, I am His 
people!”  

Jeremy Mikeska




