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In general, it’s the unseen things 
that both contain and indicate 
true greatness. Parents get off 
track by focusing mainly on what 
can be seen. – Tim Kimmel
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Mark 9 deals 
with true greatness, 

subtly teasing out our 
false ideas by working 
through events where 
the unseen contains 

the truth.



1 Then he said to them, “Truly I tell you, there are 
some standing here who will not taste death until 
they see the kingdom of God come in power.” 
2 After six days Jesus took Peter, James, and John and 
led them up a high mountain by themselves to be 
alone. He was transfigured in front of them, 3 and his 
clothes became dazzling—extremely white as no 
launderer on earth could whiten them. 
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4 Elijah appeared to them with Moses, and they were 
talking with Jesus. 5 Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it’s 
good for us to be here. Let’s set up three shelters: 
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah”—
6 because he did not know what to say, since they 
were terrified. 7 A cloud appeared, overshadowing 
them, and a voice came from the cloud: “This is my 
beloved Son; listen to him!”
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8 Suddenly, looking around, they no longer saw 
anyone with them except Jesus. 
9 As they were coming down the mountain, he 
ordered them to tell no one what they had seen until 
the Son of Man had risen from the dead. CSB
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1 Then he said to them, “Truly I tell you, there are 
some standing here who will not taste death until 
they see the kingdom of God come in power.” 
2 After six days Jesus took Peter, James, and John and 
led them up a high mountain by themselves to be 
alone. He was transfigured in front of them, 3 and his 
clothes became dazzling—extremely white as no 
launderer on earth could whiten them. 
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16 For we did not follow cleverly contrived myths 
when we made known to you the power and coming 
of our Lord Jesus Christ; instead, we were 
eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17 For he received honor 
and glory from God the Father when the voice came 
to him from the Majestic Glory, saying “This is my 
beloved Son, with whom I am well-pleased!” 18 We 
ourselves heard this voice when it came from heaven 
while we were with him on the holy mountain. CSB

2 Peter 1
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So that explains the 

prediction of seeing 

“power” in verse 1, but why 

did Jesus say that Peter, 

James, & John would see 

“the kingdom come?” 
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1 Then he said to them, “Truly I tell you, there are 
some standing here who will not taste death until 
they see the kingdom of God come in power.” 
2 After six days Jesus took Peter, James, and John and 
led them up a high mountain by themselves to be 
alone. He was transfigured in front of them, 3 and his 
clothes became dazzling—extremely white as no 
launderer on earth could whiten them.

Luke says eight days.
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These small differences of perspective and counting 
are actually strong arguments for the validity of each 
gospel. If Christianity were a crafted cult, they would 
have standardized their story. 
Better be careful. If you start looking into such things 
you will very likely become a Christian. 
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2 After six days Jesus took Peter, James, and John and 
led them up a high mountain by themselves to be 
alone. He was transfigured in front of them

Greek: μετεμορφώθη metemorphothe = 
an outward revelation of inner essence 
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2 After six days Jesus took Peter, James, and John and 
led them up a high mountain by themselves to be 
alone. He was transfigured in front of them

Greek: μετεμορφώθη metemorphothe = 
an outward revelation of inner essence 

like the “Green Knight”
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2 After six days Jesus took Peter, James, and John and 
led them up a high mountain by themselves to be 
alone. He was transfigured in front of them

Greek: μετεμορφώθη metemorphothe = 
an outward revelation of inner essence 

like the “Gandalf the White”
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2 After six days Jesus took Peter, James, and John and 
led them up a high mountain by themselves to be 
alone. He was transfigured in front of them

Greek: μετεμορφώθη metemorphothe = 
an outward revelation of inner essence 

like the Black Prince in “A Knight’s Tale”
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2 After six days Jesus took Peter, James, and John and 
led them up a high mountain by themselves to be 
alone. He was transfigured in front of them

Greek: μετεμορφώθη metemorphothe = 
an outward revelation of inner essence 
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4 Elijah appeared to them with Moses, and they were 
talking with Jesus. 
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4 Elijah appeared to them with Moses, and they were 
talking with Jesus. 5 Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it’s 
good for us to be here. Let’s set up three shelters: 
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah”—
6 because he did not know what to say, since they 
were terrified. 

Mark 9
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This could be a sign of 

worship, Drill 

Instructor Sergeant 

Angell. Peter may be 

thinking of the OT 

festival of booths.



5 Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it’s good for us to be here. 
Let’s set up three shelters: one for you, one for Moses, 
and one for Elijah”—6 because he did not know what to 
say, since they were terrified. 

#1 – There seems to be an equality in three booths, as if 
Elijah & Moses were Jesus’ equals. 
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5 Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it’s good for us to be here. 
Let’s set up three shelters: one for you, one for Moses, 
and one for Elijah”—6 because he did not know what to 
say, since they were terrified. 

#1 – There seems to be an equality in three booths, as if 
Elijah & Moses were Jesus’ equals.
#2 – Peter calls Jesus only “Rabbi.”  
#3 – Peter is babbling in his terror. 
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7 A cloud appeared, 
overshadowing them, 
and a voice came from 
the cloud: “This is my 
beloved Son; listen to 
him!” 8 Suddenly, 
looking around, they no 
longer saw anyone with 
them except Jesus. 
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18 We ourselves heard 
this voice when it came 
from heaven while we 
were with him on the 
holy mountain. CSB

2 Peter 1

The Transfiguration 
Alexander Andreyevich Ivanov
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9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them 

to tell no one what they had seen until the Son of Man had 

risen from the dead. 10 They kept this word to themselves, 

questioning what “rising from the dead” meant. 11 Then they 

asked him, “Why do the scribes say that Elijah must come 

first?” 12 “Elijah does come first and restores all things,” he 

replied. “Why then is it written that the Son of Man must 

suffer many things and be treated with contempt? 13 But I 

tell you that Elijah has come, and they did whatever they 

pleased to him, just as it is written about him.” 
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9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered 
them to tell no one what they had seen until the Son of 
Man had risen from the dead. 10 They kept this word to 
themselves, questioning what “rising from the dead” 
meant. 11 Then they asked him, “Why do the scribes say 
that Elijah must come first?”

Since Elijah is supposed to come before the last day and 
“reconcile hearts” [Malachi 4:5-6], why would Messiah 
need to die, much less rise from the dead? 
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Since Elijah is supposed to come before the last day and 
“reconcile hearts” [Malachi 4:5-6], why would Messiah 
need to die, much less rise from the dead? 

Mark 9
12 “Elijah does come first and restores all things,” he 
replied. “Why then is it written that the Son of Man must 
suffer many things and be treated with contempt? 13 But 
I tell you that Elijah has come, and they did whatever 
they pleased to him, just as it is written about him.” 



14 But many were amazed when they saw him. 
His face was so disfigured 
he seemed hardly human, 
and from his appearance, 
one would scarcely know 
he was a man. NLT

Isaiah 52
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Since Elijah is supposed to come before the last day and 
“reconcile hearts” [Malachi 4:5-6], why would Messiah 
need to die, much less rise from the dead? 

Mark 9
12 “Elijah does come first and restores all things,” he 
replied. “Why then is it written that the Son of Man must 
suffer many things and be treated with contempt? 13 But 
I tell you that Elijah has come, and they did whatever 
they pleased to him, just as it is written about him.” 



5 “Look, I [YHWH] am going to send you the prophet 
Elijah before the great and terrible day of the LORD
comes. 6 And he will turn the hearts of fathers to 
their children and the hearts of children to their 
fathers. Otherwise, I will come and strike the land 
with a curse.” CSB

Malachi 4



Mal 4:5 “Look, I [YHWH] am going to send you the prophet 

Elijah before the great and terrible day of the LORD comes. 
6 And he will turn the hearts of fathers to their children and 

the hearts of children to their fathers. Otherwise, I will come 

and strike the land with a curse.” CSB

Mark9:12 “Elijah does come first and restores all things,” he 

replied. “Why then is it written that the Son of Man must 

suffer many things and be treated with contempt? 13 But I 

tell you that Elijah has come, and they did whatever they 

pleased to him, just as it is written about him.” 



10 So the disciples asked him, “Why then do the 
scribes say that Elijah must come first?” 
11 “Elijah is coming and will restore everything,” he 
replied. 12 “But I tell you: Elijah has already come, and 
they didn’t recognize him. On the contrary, they did 
whatever they pleased to him. In the same way the 
Son of Man is going to suffer at their hands.” 13 Then 
the disciples understood that he had spoken to them 
about John the Baptist. CSB

Matthew 17



14 When they came to the disciples, they saw a large 
crowd around them and scribes disputing with them. 
15 When the whole crowd saw him, they were 
amazed and ran to greet him. 16 He asked them, 
“What are you arguing with them about?” 
17 Someone from the crowd answered him, “Teacher, 
I brought my son to you. He has a spirit that makes 
him unable to speak. 
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18 Whenever it seizes him, it throws him down, and he 
foams at the mouth, grinds his teeth, and becomes rigid. 
I asked your disciples to drive it out, but they couldn’t.” 
19 He replied to them, “You unbelieving generation, how 
long will I be with you? How long must I put up with 
you? Bring him to me.” 20 So they brought the boy to 
him. When the spirit saw him, it immediately threw the 
boy into convulsions. He fell to the ground and rolled 
around, foaming at the mouth. 
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21 “How long has this been happening to him?” Jesus 
asked his father. “From childhood,” he said. 22 “And 
many times it has thrown him into fire or water to 
destroy him. But if you can do anything, have 
compassion on us and help us.” 23 Jesus said to him, 
“‘If you can’? Everything is possible for the one who 
believes.” 24 Immediately the father of the boy cried 
out, “I do believe; help my unbelief!” 
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25 When Jesus saw that a crowd was quickly 
gathering, he rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it, 
“You mute and deaf spirit, I command you: Come out 
of him and never enter him again.” 26 Then it came 
out, shrieking and throwing him into terrible 
convulsions. The boy became like a corpse, so that 
many said, “He’s dead.” 27 But Jesus, taking him by 
the hand, raised him, and he stood up. 
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28 After he had gone into the house, his disciples 
asked him privately, “Why couldn’t we drive it out?” 
29 And he told them, “This kind can come out by 
nothing but prayer.” CSB

Mark 9



23 Jesus said to him, “‘If you 
can’? Everything is possible 
for the one who believes.” 
24 Immediately the father of 
the boy cried out, “I do 
believe; help my unbelief!” 

Mark 9
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23 Jesus said to him, “‘If you can’? Everything is possible for 

the one who believes.” 24 Immediately the father of the boy 

cried out, “I do believe; help my unbelief!” 

Jesus’ disciples – past & present – tend to lose either 23 or 

24. We miss the real power that is found in trusting God or 

we think the focus is on ourselves and our “amount” of 

belief. This incredible dad commits neither error, making 

verse 24 one of the greatest statements of truth ever 

uttered. He believes, but he recognizes his incredible 

weakness. 
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28 After he had gone into the house, his disciples 
asked him privately, “Why couldn’t we drive it out?” 
29 And he told them, “This kind can come out by 
nothing but prayer.” CSB

Mark 9



My guess is that the disciples were still pumped about 
their recent mission to proclaim the good news where 
they, among other things, “drove out many demons” 
(Mark 6:13). So when the man came to him with his son, 
they likely thought, “Hey we’ve got this! Which one of 
you guys wants to take this one?” They forgot that they 
had no power in themselves, all capacity was in the 
authority that Jesus had given them. Thus, they were 
utterly dumbfounded when the boy remained ill. 
– David Wade



28 After he had gone into the house, his disciples asked him 

privately, “Why couldn’t we drive it out?” 
29 And he told them, “This kind can come out by nothing but 

prayer.”

Greek: προσευχή proseuche = classic term for worshipping 

something greater than oneself; unlike the other words for 

prayer, taken from a Greek word for soul, thus meaning laying 

oneself all out

“These kind come out only by baring your empty soul to God.”

Mark 9
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προσευχή proseuche = classic term for worshipping 
something greater than oneself; unlike the other words 
for prayer, taken from a Greek word for soul, thus 

meaning laying oneself all out

I need to try really hard. I need to leave 
everything on the field in prayer. I need to 
fight spiritually and triumph! – lunacy of WB 



It’s all about the prayer’s 
power.

It’s all about baring our 
empty souls to God.
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“Humility learned from 
the gentleness of God is 
true greatness.” The 
truly great soul is the 
one that knows it is 
absolutely and always 
reliant on the Lord. 



30 Then they left that place and made their way 
through Galilee, but he did not want anyone to know 
it. 31 For he was teaching his disciples and telling 
them, “The Son of Man is going to be betrayed into 
the hands of men. They will kill him, and after he is 
killed, he will rise three days later.” 32 But they did 
not understand this statement, and they were afraid 
to ask him. 
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Mark 9

32 But they did not 
understand this 
statement, and 

they were afraid 
to ask him. CSB



33 They came to Capernaum. When he was in the 
house, he asked them, “What were you arguing about 
on the way?” 34 But they were silent, because on the 
way they had been arguing with one another about 
who was the greatest. 
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35 Sitting down, he called the Twelve 
and said to them, “If anyone wants to 
be first, he must be last and servant of 
all.” 36 He took a child, had him stand 
among them, and taking him in his 
arms, he said to them, 37 “Whoever 
welcomes one little child such as this in 
my name welcomes me. And whoever 
welcomes me does not welcome me, 
but him who sent me.” 

Mark 9
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be first, he must be last and servant of 
all.” 36 He took a child, had him stand 
among them, and taking him in his 
arms, he said to them, 37 “Whoever 
welcomes one little child such as this in 
my name welcomes me. And whoever 
welcomes me does not welcome me, 
but him who sent me.” 

Mark 9

courtesy CDB



C.S. Lewis’ mind was above all characterized by a 
willingness to be enchanted…What is secretly present 
in what he said about anything is an openness to 
delight, to the sense that there’s more to the 
world than meets the jaundiced eye, to the 
possibility that anything could happen to 
someone who is ready to meet that 
anything…
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In most children but in relatively few adults, at least 
in our time, we may see this willingness to be 
delighted to the point of self-abandonment…But why 
do we lose the desire – or if not the desire, the ability 
– to give ourselves in this way? Adolescence 
introduces the fear of being deceived, the fear of 
being caught believing what others have ceased 
believing in. To be gullible [is] the greatest 
humiliation of adolescence. 



Lewis seemed never to have been fully possessed of 
this fear, though at times in his life he felt it: “When I 
was ten, I read fairy stories in secret and would have 
been ashamed if found doing so. Now that I am fifty I 
read them openly. When I became a man, I put away 

childish things [1 Cor. 13], including…the 
desire to be very grown up.” 
– Alan Jacobs, The Narnian

courtesy America Magazine/Wheaton College



courtesy CDB

Why does this 

matter so much?



35 Sitting down, he called the Twelve 
and said to them, “If anyone wants to 
be first, he must be last and servant of 
all.” 36 He took a child, had him stand 
among them, and taking him in his 
arms, he said to them, 37 “Whoever 
welcomes one little child such as this in 
my name welcomes me. And whoever 
welcomes me does not welcome me, 
but him who sent me.” 

Mark 9
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If we believers in Jesus aren’t open to wonder like 
children, if we don’t see ourselves as the servants of 
all, then we miss out on the ultimate rewards of 
following Him. We lose the chance to be truly great 
in His kingdom.
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Dwarfs’ “feast”
Pauline Baynes

1952



When the children beg Aslan [the Christ figure] to 
help the Dwarfs, he tries – the wine and the feast are 
his effort – but must conclude, “They will not let us 
help them. They have chosen cunning instead of 
belief. Their prison is only in their own minds, yet 
they are in that prison; and so afraid of being taken in 
that they cannot be taken out.” – Alan Jacobs, The 
Narnian

courtesy America Magazine/Wheaton College



35 Sitting down, he called the Twelve 
and said to them, “If anyone wants to 
be first, he must be last and servant of 
all.” 36 He took a child, had him stand 
among them, and taking him in his 
arms, he said to them, 37 “Whoever 
welcomes one little child such as this in 
my name welcomes me. And whoever 
welcomes me does not welcome me, 
but him who sent me.” 
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38 John said to him, “Teacher, we saw someone 
driving out demons in your name, and we tried to 
stop him because he wasn’t following us.” 39 “Don’t 
stop him,” said Jesus, “because there is no one who 
will perform a miracle in my name who can soon 
afterward speak evil of me. 40 For whoever is not 
against us is for us. 
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41 And whoever gives you a cup of water to drink in 
my name, because you belong to Christ—truly I tell 
you, he will never lose his reward. 42 But whoever 
causes one of these little ones who believe in me to 
fall away—it would be better for him if a heavy 
millstone were hung around his neck and he were 
thrown into the sea.” CSB
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42 But whoever causes one of these little ones who 
believe in me to fall away—it would be better for him 
if a heavy millstone were hung around his neck and 
he were thrown into the sea.” CSB
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