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Harmony among God’s people impacts everything.  Lev. 19:18
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The revolution of harmony in music 
spread from churches and changed 

life on earth. Harmony is built on an 
audio ideal that is neither dissonant 

nor uniform. Notes are designed to 
interplay in such a way that the 
impact is deeper and wider.

Musical harmony
Lydia Evans

2012

courtesy fineartamerica



Alan Rich: Music, the Mirror of the Arts

In music, harmony is the sound of 
two or more notes heard 
simultaneously…[as] the ear 
creates harmonic movement in the 
same way that the eye perceives 
movement in a motion picture. 



Alan Rich: Music, the Mirror of the Arts
Musical sound may be regarded as having both horizontal 
and vertical components. The horizontal aspects are those 

that proceed during time such as melody, counterpoint (or 
the interweaving of simultaneous melodies), 

and rhythm. The vertical aspect comprises the sum 
total of what is happening at any given moment. 

courtesy LA Music Festival



© Study.com

Harmony is primarily a vertical phenomenon. It also has a 
horizontal aspect, however, since the composer not only creates a 

harmonic sound at any given moment but also joins these sounds 
in a succession of harmonies that gives the music its distinctive 

personality. – Alan Rich, Music, the Mirror of the Arts



© Study.com

Harmony is primarily a vertical phenomenon. It also has a 
horizontal aspect, however, since the composer not only creates a 

harmonic sound at any given moment but also joins these sounds 
in a succession of harmonies that gives the music its distinctive 

personality. – Alan Rich, Music, the Mirror of the Arts



The revolution of 
harmony in music spread 

from churches and 
changed life on earth. 

Harmony is built on an 
audio ideal that is neither 
dissonant nor uniform. 

Notes are designed to 
interplay in such a way 

that the impact is deeper 
and wider.

courtesy Hollola Church



Pythagoras and his Monochord
Franchino Gaffurio
1492

Pythagoras discovered the octave, 
5th, and 4th note scales and how 

they resonated within those 
domains. Yet, all the cultures of the 

world still continued to produce 
music without harmony. 



courtesy David Mills





11 Finally, brothers and sisters, rejoice. Become mature, be 
encouraged, be of the same mind, be at peace, and the 

God of love and peace will be with you.

2 Corinthians 13 CSB



Rejoice
Mature

Be encouraged
Have same mind

At peace

2 Corinthians 13:11 CSB

You will enjoy God’s presence



The grace 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, 

and the love of God, 
and the fellowship 

of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

2 Corinthians 13:14 CSB



11 Finally, brothers and sisters, rejoice. Become mature, be 
encouraged, be of the same mind, be at peace, and the 

God of love and peace will be with you.
13 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

2 Corinthians 13 CSB

God with you Lord Jesus Christ + God (Father)
(practitional + Holy Spirit with you 

presence) (practitional presence)

1311



Our salvation is rooted in the mysterious nature of the 
Godhead who coexists as three distinct Persons all of whom 

are involved in our salvation in all its aspects, past, present, 
and future. [God’s triunity] encompasses everything we 

know and practice as Christians—our sanctification, our 
fellowship, our prayer life, our Bible study, or our corporate 
worship. That this is true and a precious truth for us to rest in 

is evident in Paul’s closing benediction in 2 Corinthians 
13 and in Peter’s salutation and doxology in 1 Peter 1:1-5. 

– J. Hampton Keathley III, “The Trinity (Triunity) of God”



There is one only and true God, but in the unity of the 
Godhead there are three coeternal and coequal Persons, the 

same in substance but distinct in subsistence. – B. B. 
Warfield, “Trinity,” International Standard Bible Encyclopedia 

There are many specific passages which teach us there are 
three distinct Persons who possess deity, God the Father, 

God the Son and God the Holy Spirit, but the Bible also 
teaches us with equal emphasis that there is but one true 

God…one Divine Essence/Substance. 
– J. Hampton Keathley III, “The Trinity (Triunity) of God”



5 I am the LORD, and there is no other; 
there is no God but me. 

I will strengthen you, 
though you do not know me, 
6 so that all may know from the rising of the sun to its setting 
that there is no one but me. 
I am the LORD, and there is no other. Isaiah 45 CSB



A I am the LORD, and there is no other; 
A’ there is no God but me. 

B I will strengthen you, 
C though you do not know me, 

B’ so that all may know from the rising of the sun to its setting 
A’ that there is no one but me. 

A I am the LORD, and there is no other. 

Isaiah 45:5-6 CSB



A I am the LORD, and there is no other;
A’ there is no God but me. 

B I will strengthen you, 
C though you do not know me, 

B’ so that all may know from the rising of the sun to its setting 
A’ that there is no one but me.

A I am the LORD, and there is no other. 

Isaiah 45:5-6 CSB



A I am the LORD, and there is no other; 
A’ there is no God but me. 

B I will strengthen you, 
C though you do not know me, 

B’ so that all may know from the rising of the sun to its setting
A’ that there is no one but me. 

A I am the LORD, and there is no other. 

Isaiah 45:5-6 CSB



A I am the LORD, and there is no other; 
A’ there is no God but me. 

B I will strengthen you, 
C though you do not know me, 

B’ so that all may know from the rising of the sun to its setting
A’ that there is no one but me. 

A I am the LORD, and there is no other. 

Hebrew: עדי hyd = to perceive, to know something because of 
sensory information

Isaiah 45:5-6 CSB



A I am the LORD, and there is no other; 
A’ there is no God but me. 

B I will strengthen you, 
C though you do not know me, 

B’ so that all may know from the rising of the sun to its setting 
A’ that there is no one but me. 

A I am the LORD, and there is no other. 

Hebrew: עדי hyd = to perceive, to know something because of 
sensory information

Isaiah 45:5-6 CSB



The doctrine of the trinity 
is truly beyond human 

comprehension or the 
limits of our finite minds, 

but it is nevertheless a 
vital truth of the Bible. 
– J. Hampton Keathley III, 

“The Trinity (Triunity) of 
God”



A I am the LORD, and there is no other; 
A’ there is no God but me. 

B I will strengthen you, 
C though you do not know me, 

B’ so that all may know from the rising of the sun to its setting 
A’ that there is no one but me. 

A I am the LORD, and there is no other. 

Hebrew: עדי hyd = to perceive, to know something because of 
sensory information

Isaiah 45:5-6 CSB



Antinomy: an apparent contradiction between two equally 
valid principles or between inferences 

correctly drawn from such principles.

Example: “This sentence is false.”

Drawing Hands
M.C. Escher

1948



Then God will establish one
of David’s descendants as king. 

He will rule with mercy and truth. 
He will always do what is just 

and be eager to do what is right.

Isaiah 16:5 NLT



O dear child. 
You don’t 

want what’s 
fair. Trust me.



Then God will establish one
of David’s descendants as king. 

He will rule with mercy and truth. 
He will always do what is just 

and be eager to do what is right.

Isaiah 16:5 NLT



some antinomies in scripture

• God is both Transcendent (beyond) and Immanent (near).
• Jesus is both Fully Human and Fully Divine.

• The Bible is both Word of God (divinely inspired) and 
Authored by Humans (with language limitations).

• The Church is both One universal body of Christ and Many 

particular local communities.
• The Church is both Holy (God’s Spirit with us) and 

Imperfect (in need of ongoing reform).



some antinomies in scripture

• Human nature is both Good (created in God’s image which 
is not erased by sin) and Sinful (the Imageo Dei is defaced).

• The focus of our lives should be on both The Present world 
(living rightly) and The world to come (going to heaven).

• As human beings we are both Individual persons and Social 
beings in families & communities.
• Faith is both a gift from God to us and A proper human 

response to God.
• We know God through both Faith and Reason.



some antinomies in scripture

• Our relationship to the Earth involves both Caring for the 
environment and Using the world’s resources.

• God’s Kingdom, as preached by Jesus, is both A present 
reality and Awaiting future fulfillment.

• We respond to a Christian’s death with both Mourning for 

our loss and Rejoicing in their perfected life with God.
• Life after death can be thought of as both Resurrection of 

the body and Immortality of the soul.



some antinomies in scripture

• The Risen Jesus is both Present, ever with us (cf. Matt 28) 
and Ascended to return physically again (cf. Luke 24).

• The Final Judgment is both Individual/Particular and 
General/Universal.
• Christian Theology embraces both The Via Positiva (what we 

can know) and The Via Negativa (what we cannot know).

Those who eschew the study of [antinomy] are robbed of the 
richness of worship based upon truth…acknowledging our 

creaturely finitude, reveling in His Godship. – James White, 
“The Lord is One”



God the Father 
harmonizes completely 

with God the Son and 
God the Spirit. They are 

one. 
In a similar fashion, 
harmony among God’s 

people impacts 
everything. 

courtesy Hollola Church



courtesy timesofisrael



courtesy The British Museum; timesofisrael

Hammurabi: peace through 
governing authority

God’s Law: harmonious call 
to community



18 Do not take revenge or bear a grudge 
against members of your community, 

but love your neighbor as yourself; 
I am the LORD. 

Leviticus 19 CSB



1 How delightfully good 
when brothers live together in harmony! 

Psalm 133 CSB
34 “Love one another. Just as I have loved you, you are also 
to love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you 

are my disciples, if you love one another.”
John 13 CSB



1) Community engagement and time alone are each 
important in spiritual growth. Bonhoeffer wrote: 

“Communal fellowship will be unfruitful without [equal 
time] alone.”

2) Service to others builds harmony. But 
the most important kinds of ministry 

service are holding one’s tongue, being 
humble, listening, suffering with another, 

or kindly speaking hard words a brother 
needs to hear.

courtesy IVP



1) Community and time alone are each important in spiritual 
growth. Bonhoeffer wrote: “Communal fellowship will be 

unfruitful without [equal time] alone.”
2) Service to others builds harmony. But the most important 

kinds of ministry service are holding one’s tongue, being 
humble, listening, suffering with another, and kindly 
speaking hard words a brother needs to hear.

3) Redeemed community should be appreciated. At the 
beginning of the book, he said: “It is not simply to be taken 

for granted that the Christian has the privilege of living 
among other Christians.”



1) Community and time alone are each important in spiritual 
growth. 

2) Service to others builds harmony.
3) Redeemed community should be appreciated. 

4) Life should be Jesus-centered all day; otherwise, harmony 
is impossible. 

The lifestyle Dietrich Bonhoeffer promotes is completely 
centered on faith in Christ. Christ is your first thought in the 

morning and the last thought at night. Devotions and times 
of prayer fill your day. Even work is a cause for “praying 
without ceasing.” – Nathaniel Williams



Life Together Assessment

I sacrificially spend time in fellowship. 
1 (never) 2 (sometimes) 3 (regularly) 4 (almost always)

I purposefully spend time in solo spiritual formation.
1 (never) 2 (sometimes) 3 (regularly) 4 (almost always)

I serve by effectively holding my tongue.
1 (never) 2 (sometimes) 3 (regularly) 4 (almost always)

I strive to be humble.
1 (never) 2 (sometimes) 3 (regularly) 4 (almost always)



Life Together Assessment

I actively listen well. 
1 (never) 2 (sometimes) 3 (regularly) 4 (almost always)

I sit with others in suffering. 
1 (never) 2 (sometimes) 3 (regularly) 4 (almost always)

I kindly speak hard words a brother or sister needs to hear.
1 (never) 2 (sometimes) 3 (regularly) 4 (almost always)

Even with its flaws, I fully appreciate redeemed community.
1 (never) 2 (sometimes) 3 (regularly) 4 (almost always)



Life Together Assessment

I develop community as an investor, not a consumer.
1 (never) 2 (sometimes) 3 (regularly) 4 (almost always)

I am Jesus-centered.
1 (never) 2 (sometimes) 3 (regularly) 4 (almost always)

I work hard and well, conscious of God’s continuous strength.
1 (never) 2 (sometimes) 3 (regularly) 4 (almost always)  



God the Father 
harmonizes completely 

with God the Son and 
God the Spirit. They are 

one. 
In a similar fashion, 
harmony among God’s 

people impacts 
everything. 

courtesy Hollola Church



He will rule with mercy and truth. 
He will always do what is just 

and be eager to do what is right.

Isaiah 16:5 NLT

© Dave Edmonds



It is not simply to be taken for granted 
that the Christian has the privilege of 

living among other Christians. 
– Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Life Together

courtesy Bettman Archive



17 “Do not harbor hatred against your brother. Rebuke your 
neighbor directly, and you will not incur guilt because of 

him. 18 Do not take revenge or bear a grudge against 
members of your community, but love your neighbor as 

yourself; I am the LORD.”

Leviticus 19 CSB



5 I will strengthen you…6 so that all may know from the rising 
of the sun to its setting that there is no one but me. 

34 “Love one another. Just as I have loved you, you are also 
to love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you 

are my disciples, if you love one another.” John 13 CSB

1 Don’t argue about disputed matters…4 Who are you to 
judge another’s household servant?

Romans 14 CSB

Isaiah 45 CSB





20 “I pray not only for these, but also for those who believe 
in me through their word. 21 May they all be one, as you, 

Father, are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us, 
so that the world may believe you sent me. 22 I have given 

them the glory you have given me, so that they may be one 
as we are one. 23 I am in them and you are in me, so that 
they may be made completely one, that the world may 

know you have sent me and have loved them as you have 
loved me.”

John 17 CSB



20 “I pray not only for these, but also for those who believe 
in me through their word. 21 May they all be one, as you, 

Father, are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us, 
so that the world may believe you sent me. 22 I have given 

them the glory you have given me, so that they may be one
as we are one. 23 I am in them and you are in me, so that 
they may be made completely one, that the world may 

know you have sent me and have loved them as you have 
loved me.”

John 17 CSB



courtesy The British Museum; timesofisrael

Hammurabi: peace through 
governing authority

God’s Law: harmonious call 
to community



Where there’s light, there’s going 
to be bugs. – H.A. Ironside to 

Howard Hendricks, who shared 
the saying with Wayne Braudrick

courtesy ABC



“We are Christians. But not like 
those ignorant, bigoted 

evangelicals over there. We are 
thoughtful and urbane.” It’s a class 

thing…[So] when the line gets 
drawn, on which side will I stand? 

With the people who belong to my class or the people who 

belong to Jesus’ church? – Carl Trueman, “Yes, I am a 
Christian, just like those over there” 

courtesy WORLD magazine



When I reflect on my own Christian life, the great personal 
influences on me have not been the elite of my [professorial] 

class. They have been the humble and the unknown by 
worldly standards: the friend at school who shared the 

gospel with me; the elderly couple who invited me to lunch 
on my first Sunday at church as a new postgraduate all alone 
in a new city; the mentor who called that Friday when I was 

at my lowest ebb to tell me that he and his wife had just 
prayed for me and my family.



These are…the people so often sprayed with the righteous 
spittle of those who see racists and homophobes and bigots 

in every face that dares to say “No!” to the latest imperious 
demands of our decadent culture. And I pray that when they 

[weird Christians] are persecuted, I will say, “Yes, I am a 
Christian. Just like those over there.” 

– Carl Trueman, “Yes, I am a Christian, 
just like those over there” 

courtesy Geneva College



courtesy homeschooltohomeschool

Like emptiness in 
harmony, I need 

someone to 
comfort me.



courtesy CBS

“Like emptiness in 
harmony, I need 

someone to comfort 
me.”

The singer is feeling 
the strain of isolation 
& busyness, and he 

recognizes that his life 
is like emptiness in 

harmony. 




