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Your entire 
area is a toxic 
energy dump.
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Note the flying fish 
(with a Starbucks cup 
tied on his tail for extra 
energy boost).

courtesy Michael George

1. Make memories for the people you serve.
2. Teach people to choose.



courtesy E Eells

1. Make memories for the people you serve.
We look for as many ways as we can to create great 
memories…The playful way we do our work allows us to find 
creative ways to engage our customers. That’s the key word: 
engage. We try not to stand apart from our customers but to 
find ways to respectfully include them in our fun…Memories 
are created here which will bring smiles and make good 

stories for a long time afterward. 
– Lonnie, of Pike Place Fish quoted 
in FISH! by Lundin, Paul, and 
Christensen



1. Make memories for the people you serve.
2. Teach people to choose.
Walk around the market and look at the other fish shops. 
They don’t get it. They are, what was the phrase you 
used?...toxic energy dumps. The way they approach their 
work is really good for our business. I’ve told you the Pike 
Place Fish market used to be like them. Then we discovered 
an amazing thing. There is always a choice…That was the 
biggest lesson we learned in building the world-famous Pike 
Place Fish market. We can choose the attitude we bring to 
work. – Lonnie, of Pike Place Fish quoted in FISH!



1 Joshua assembled all the tribes of Israel at Shechem 
and summoned Israel’s elders, leaders, judges, and 
officers, and they presented themselves before God. 
CSB
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Lion Gate, Hittite 
city of Hattusha, 
site of early 
suzerainty treaties

courtesy Nazil Evrim Serifoglu



Suzerainty Treaty Elements (verse in Joshua 24)

• The protected ones come before the suzerain, the 
protector. (1)

• The history of the suzerain’s protection and benefits is 
recounted. (2-13) 

• The things expected of the vassals are stated. (14-15)
• Blessings for faithfulness and penalties for violations are 

enumerated. (19-21)
• The treaty is witnessed by each party. (22)
• The treaty is recorded. (25-26)



Key word = LORD
• Appears 38 times in the chapter [17 times, “I” is used as 

the Lord speaks]
• Hebrew word is YHWH, the covenant name of God, who 

is suzerain of Israel
• YHWH means the one who is; the self-existent One; the 

covenant-maker who always is there.

Key word = choice
• Choice/chose/took
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Key word = choice

• Choice/chose/took

The idea of choice originates with God Himself. God 
chose Abraham and took him away from evil into 
God’s covenant. God chose Jacob. And God chose 
this generation. The generation is also going to be 
given the chance to choose themselves whether they 
will serve the Lord.



2 Joshua said to all the people, “This is what the LORD, 
the God of Israel, says: ‘Long ago your ancestors, 
including Terah, the father of Abraham and Nahor, lived 
beyond the Euphrates River and worshiped other gods. 
3 But I took your father Abraham from the region beyond 
the Euphrates River, led him throughout the land of 
Canaan, and multiplied his descendants. I gave him 
Isaac, 4 and to Isaac I gave Jacob and Esau. I gave the hill 
country of Seir to Esau as a possession. Jacob and his 
sons, however, went down to Egypt. 

Joshua 24



5 I sent Moses and Aaron, and I defeated Egypt by what I 
did within it, and afterward I brought you out. 6 When I 
brought your ancestors out of Egypt and you reached the 
Red Sea, the Egyptians pursued your ancestors with 
chariots and horsemen as far as the sea. 7 Your ancestors 
cried out to the LORD, so he put darkness between you 
and the Egyptians, and brought the sea over them, 
engulfing them. Your own eyes saw what I did to Egypt. 
After that, you lived in the wilderness a long time. 

Joshua 24



8 Later, I brought you to the land of the Amorites who 
lived beyond the Jordan. They fought against you, 
but I handed them over to you. You possessed their 
land, and I annihilated them before you. 9 Balak son 
of Zippor, king of Moab, set out to fight against 
Israel. He sent for Balaam son of Beor to curse you, 
10 but I would not listen to Balaam. Instead, he 
repeatedly blessed you, and I rescued you from him. 

Joshua 24



11 You then crossed the Jordan and came to Jericho. 
Jericho’s citizens—as well as the Amorites, Perizzites, 
Canaanites, Hethites, Girgashites, Hivites, and 
Jebusites—fought against you, but I handed them over 
to you. 12 I sent hornets ahead of you, and they drove 
out the two Amorite kings before you. It was not by your 
sword or bow. 13 I gave you a land you did not labor for, 
and cities you did not build, though you live in them; you 
are eating from vineyards and olive groves you did not 
plant.’” CSB

Joshua 24
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24 If I placed my 
confidence in gold 

or called fine gold my 
trust, CSB

Job 31
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Who worships things?

courtesy Dreamworks



25 if I have rejoiced
because my wealth is 

great or because my own 
hand has acquired

so much, CSB

Job 31
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26 if I have gazed at the sun when it was shining 
or at the moon moving in splendor, 
27 so that my heart was secretly enticed 
and I threw them a kiss, 
28 this would also be an iniquity deserving punishment, 
for I would have denied God above. CSB

Job 31
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Who worships creation?
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These days, it 
seems everyone 

does.



2 Joshua said to all the people, “This is what the LORD, 
the God of Israel, says: ‘Long ago your ancestors, 
including Terah, the father of Abraham and Nahor, lived 
beyond the Euphrates River and 
worshiped other gods. 3 But I took your 
father Abraham from the region beyond 
the Euphrates River, led him throughout 
the land of Canaan, and multiplied his 
descendants. 

Joshua 24

courtesy happypuppy



3 Blessed is the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who has blessed us 
with every spiritual blessing in the heavens in Christ. 
4 For he chose us in him, before the foundation of the 
world, to be holy and blameless in love before him. 
5 He predestined us to be adopted as sons through 
Jesus Christ for himself, according to the good 
pleasure of his will, 6 to the praise of his glorious 
grace that he lavished on us in the Beloved One. CSB

Ephesians 1



10 but I would not listen to Balaam. Instead, he 
repeatedly blessed you, and I rescued you from him. 
11 You then crossed the Jordan and came to Jericho. 
Jericho’s citizens—as well as the Amorites, Perizzites, 
Canaanites, Hethites, Girgashites, Hivites, and 
Jebusites—fought against you, but I handed them 
over to you. 

Joshua 24



courtesy Dreamworks

That didn’t 
work out as 

planned.
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13 I gave you a land you did not labor for, and cities you 
did not build, though you live in them; you are eating 
from vineyards and olive groves you did not plant. CSB

Joshua 24
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13 I gave you a land you did not 
labor for, and cities you did not 
build, though you live in them; 
you are eating from vineyards 
and olive groves you did not 
plant. CSB

Joshua 24
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Suzerainty Treaty Elements (verse in Joshua 24)

• The protected ones come before the suzerain, the 
protector. (1)

• The history of the suzerain’s protection and benefits is 
recounted. (2-13) 

• The things expected of the vassals are stated. (14-15)
• Blessings for faithfulness and penalties for violations are 

enumerated. (19-21)
• The treaty is witnessed by each party. (22)
• The treaty is recorded. (25-26)



14 “Therefore, fear the LORD and worship him in sincerity 
and truth. Get rid of the gods your ancestors worshiped 
beyond the Euphrates River and in Egypt, and worship 
the LORD. 15 But if it doesn’t please you to worship the 
LORD, choose for yourselves today: Which will you 
worship—the gods your ancestors worshiped beyond 
the Euphrates River or the gods of the Amorites in 
whose land you are living? As for me and my family, we 
will worship the LORD.”

Joshua 24



16 The people replied, “We will certainly not abandon the 
LORD to worship other gods! 17 For the LORD our God 
brought us and our ancestors out of the land of Egypt, 
out of the place of slavery, and performed these great 
signs before our eyes. He also protected us all along the 
way we went and among all the peoples whose lands we 
traveled through. 18 The LORD drove out before us all the 
peoples, including the Amorites who lived in the land. 
We too will worship the LORD, because he is our God.”

Joshua 24



19 But Joshua told the people, “You will not be able to 
worship the LORD, because he is a holy God. He is a 
jealous God; he will not forgive your transgressions and 
sins. 20 If you abandon the LORD and worship foreign 
gods, he will turn against you, harm you, and completely 
destroy you, after he has been good to you.” 21 “No!” the 
people answered Joshua. “We will worship the LORD.” 
22 Joshua then told the people, “You are witnesses 
against yourselves that you yourselves have chosen to 
worship the LORD.” “We are witnesses,” they said. 

Joshua 24



23 “Then get rid of the foreign gods that are among 
you and turn your hearts to the LORD, the God of 
Israel.” 24 So the people said to Joshua, “We will 
worship the LORD our God and obey him.” 25 On that 
day Joshua made a covenant for the people at 
Shechem and established a statute and ordinance for 
them. 26 Joshua recorded these things in the book of 
the law of God; he also took a large stone and set it 
up there under the oak at the sanctuary of the LORD. 

Joshua 24



Joshua 24

27 And Joshua said to all the people, “You see this 
stone—it will be a witness against us, for it has heard 
all the words the LORD said to us, and it will be a 
witness against you, so that you will not deny your 
God.” 28 Then Joshua sent the people away, each to 
his own inheritance. CSB
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1. Make memories for 2. Teach people to choose.
the people you serve.



15 “But if it doesn’t please you to worship the LORD, 
choose for yourselves today: Which will you worship—the 
gods your ancestors worshiped beyond the Euphrates River 
or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living? As 
for me and my family, we will worship the LORD.”

Hebrew: ּו֨רֲחַּב ibaharu = to select the best without any 
outside force; to carefully analyze & choose the best 

Joshua 24
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Joshua did not contemplate any possibility of 
neutrality as he posed the choice to be made. They 
would either go with Israel’s God or with the people 
of Canaan. So it is today. There is no middle course. 
‘No one can serve two masters.’ (Matt. 6:24) 
– Donald Campbell, Joshua

courtesy DTS



So we find throughout the entire book of Joshua an 
emphasis on choice – choice that makes a 
tremendous difference in history, for individuals, for 
groups, for future generations. The Bible insists, 
‘Don’t forget who you are. You are not a puppet or a 
machine. You do not obey a universal law of cause 
and effect in a closed system. Rather, you are made 
in the image of God, and, as such, you must choose, 
and choose rightly, at every point.’



Adam chose wrongly, and we all bear the marks of 
his error. Abraham believed God, and his choice was 
counted to him for righteousness. Joshua chose 
rightly, too. For us today, the situation is the 
same…we are called upon to make choices which will 

have significant results. 
– Francis Schaeffer, Joshua and the 
Flow of Biblical History

courtesy L’Abri



15 But if it doesn’t please you to worship the LORD, 
choose for yourselves today: Which will you worship?

Hebrew: ּו֨רֲחַּב ibaharu = to select the best without any 
outside force; to carefully analyze & choose the best 

Joshua 24
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15 But if it doesn’t please you to worship the LORD, 
choose for yourselves today: Which will you worship?

Hebrew: ּו֨רֲחַּב ibaharu = to select the best without any 
outside force; to carefully analyze & choose the best 

“I watched your fears become 
your God. It’s your decision.”
– Jerry Cantrell “Your Decision”

Joshua 24

courtesy YouTube



3 I took your 
father Abraham.

Joshua 24

courtesy happypuppy; Nanette Baker

15 …choose for yourselves 
today…As for me and my family, 
we will worship the LORD.”



Suzerainty Treaty Elements (verse in Joshua 24)

• The protected ones come before the suzerain, the 
protector. (1)

• The history of the suzerain’s protection and benefits is 
recounted. (2-13) 

• The things expected of the vassals are stated. (14-15)
• Blessings for faithfulness and penalties for violations are 

enumerated. (19-21)
• The treaty is witnessed by each party. (22)
• The treaty is recorded. (25-26)



22 Joshua then told the people, “You are witnesses 
against yourselves that you yourselves have chosen to 
worship the LORD.” “We are witnesses,” they said. 

Joshua 24
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Key word = LORD. Physical reminders:

1. Stones erected in the middle of the Jordan. (c. 4)
2. Memorial on the west bank of the Jordan. (4)
3. Temporary hill of flesh after circumcision. (5)
4. Warning stones in the Valley of Achor. (7)
5. The heap of rocks at Ai. (8)
6. The altar on Mt. Ebal. (8)
7. Mt. Ebal stones with Law etched in them. (8)
8. Victory stones over the cave at Makkedah. (10)
9. Altar of brotherhood between the tribes. (22)
10. Joshua’s stone of witness. (24) 



Table
Sebastian Stoskopff
ca.1630
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29 After these things, the LORD’s servant, Joshua son 
of Nun, died at the age of 110. 30 They buried him in 
his allotted territory at Timnath-serah, in the hill 
country of Ephraim north of Mount Gaash. 31 Israel 
worshiped the LORD throughout Joshua’s lifetime and 
during the lifetimes of the elders who outlived 
Joshua and who had experienced all the works the 
LORD had done for Israel. 

Joshua 24



32 Joseph’s bones, which the Israelites had brought 
up from Egypt, were buried at Shechem in the parcel 
of land Jacob had purchased from the sons of Hamor, 
Shechem’s father, for a hundred pieces of silver. It 
was an inheritance for Joseph’s descendants. 33 And 
Eleazar son of Aaron died, and they buried him at 
Gibeah, which had been given to his son Phinehas in 
the hill country of Ephraim. CSB

Joshua 24



• Born a slave.
• Watched most of his generation 

commit grotesque idolatry. 
• Threatened with death because 

he chose to follow God.
• Yet never wavers in faith and 

ends up highly honored. 

Pharaoh sacrificing a Hebrew, a 
Negro, and an Asian to god Amun

Joshua

courtesy The British Museum



• Rejected by his brothers yet forgave 
them. 
• As #2 ruler in Egypt, was mummified 

and asked for Israel to bring his “bones” 
back to the Promised Land.
• By faith knew Israel would one day get 

what was purchased & promised. 

Mummy of Joseph’s era

Joseph

courtesy The Derby Museum



• Son of Aaron.
• Last living one of those who 

had left Egypt with Moses. 
• His death meant that all 

people preserved in cities of 
refuge were free to go home. 
• Israel honored Eleazar, and so 

doing celebrated the memory 
of their freedom.

Eleazar

courtesy pathlights



31 Israel worshiped the LORD throughout Joshua’s 
lifetime and during the lifetimes of the elders who 
outlived Joshua and who had experienced all the 
works the LORD had done for Israel. 

Joshua 24



7 The people worshiped the LORD throughout Joshua’s 
lifetime and during the lifetimes of the elders who 
outlived Joshua. They had seen all the LORD’s great 
works he had done for Israel. 

10 That whole generation was also gathered to their 
ancestors. After them another generation rose up 
who did not know the LORD or the works he had done 
for Israel. CSB

Judges 2
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Frisco, other Texas cities named safest in the 
US



15 But if it doesn’t please you to worship the LORD, choose for 
yourselves today: Which will you worship—the gods your 
ancestors worshiped beyond the Euphrates River or the gods 
of the Amorites in whose land you are living? As for me and 
my family, we will worship the LORD.

Joshua 24

7 The people worshiped the LORD throughout Joshua’s 
lifetime and during the lifetimes of the elders who outlived 
Joshua. They had seen all the LORD’s great works he had 
done for Israel. CSB

Judges 2
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10 That whole generation was also gathered to their 
ancestors. After them another generation rose up who did 
not know the LORD or the works he had done for Israel. CSB

Judges 2
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10 That whole generation was also gathered to their 
ancestors. After them another generation rose up who did 
not know the LORD or the works he had done for Israel. CSB

Judges 2

15 But if it doesn’t please you to worship the LORD, choose for 
yourselves today: Which will you worship—the gods your 
ancestors worshiped beyond the Euphrates River or the gods 
of the Amorites in whose land you are living? As for me and 
my family, we will worship the LORD.

Joshua 24



We are redeemed community
Doing the Great Commission
By the power of the Holy Spirit
For the glory of God.



7 For God
has not given us 

a spirit of timidity, 
but of power 

and love 
and discipline.

NASB

2 Timothy 1



• Don’t fear. Use our superpower (God’s Spirit)!
• Don’t hate. Keep loving!
• Don’t settle. Press on!





September 11, 2022
Before or after your worship 
service, pray for a while in the 
Prayer Hall or East Hall. Prayer 
guides will be placed on the 
hallway tables and chairs.






