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1 In those days there was again a large crowd, and 

they had nothing to eat. He called the disciples and 

said to them, 2 “I have compassion on the crowd, 

because they’ve already stayed with me three days 

and have nothing to eat. 3 If I send them home 

hungry, they will collapse on the way, and some of 

them have come a long distance.”
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4 His disciples answered him, “Where can anyone get 

enough bread here in this desolate place to feed 

these people?” 5 “How many loaves do you have?” he 

asked them. “Seven,” they said. 6 He commanded the 

crowd to sit down on the ground. Taking the seven 

loaves, he gave thanks, broke them, and gave them 

to his disciples to set before the people. So they 

served them to the crowd. 
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7 They also had a few small fish, and after he had 

blessed them, he said these were to be served as 

well. 8 They ate and were satisfied. Then they 

collected seven large baskets of leftover pieces. 
9 About four thousand were there. He dismissed 

them. CSB
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We have a tradition. When one 

enters a new village, you sample 

their beer. If it is good, you stay 

the night. We have enjoyed this 

sample of scripture taught. It is 

better than the best beer. Please 

stay longer so we can have 

more.
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Haven’t you 

had enough?
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2 “I have compassion on the crowd, because they’ve 

already stayed with me three days and have nothing 

to eat. 3 If I send them home hungry, they will 

collapse on the way, and some of them have come a 

long distance.”

Mark 8



q Teaching

q Hungry crowds

q Compassion from Jesus

q Disciples are dense re: Messiah

q Miraculous feeding using disciples’ food

Mark 6:32-7:37
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4 His disciples answered him, “Where can anyone get 

enough bread here in this desolate place to feed 

these people?” 5 “How many loaves do you have?” 

he asked them. “Seven,” they said.
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All [Christians] who now teach in the darkness of this 

world are like roosters which crow on dark nights, 

‘Now is the time for us to awake out of sleep.’ So let 

the [Christ-follower] first shake himself into 

wakefulness and beat himself with the wings of his 

thoughts. Then let him arouse other men to diligence 

of good works. – King Alfred, from Alfred’s Old English 

translation of Gregory’s Cura Pastoralis, translated to 

modern English by Eleanor Shipley Duckett



6 He commanded the crowd to sit down on the ground. 
Taking the seven loaves, he gave thanks, broke them, 
and gave them to his disciples to set before the people. 
So they served them to the crowd. 7 They also had a few 
small fish, and after he had blessed them, he said these 
were to be served as well. 8 They ate and were satisfied. 
Then they collected seven large baskets of leftover 
pieces. 9 About four thousand were there. He dismissed 
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8 They ate and were satisfied. Then they collected 

seven large baskets of leftover pieces. 

Greek: σπυρίς spyris = a specific woven 

piece rather like a hammock. Spyridas

were used as stretchers for wounded soldiers.

Contrast with κόφινος kophinos – the 

wicker “basket” employed in the 

miraculous feeding of chapter 6

Mark 8
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10 And he immediately got into the boat with his 

disciples and went to the district of Dalmanutha. 
11 The Pharisees came and began to argue with him, 

demanding of him a sign from heaven to test him. 
12 Sighing deeply in his spirit, he said, “Why does this 

generation demand a sign? Truly I tell you, no sign 

will be given to this generation.” 13 Then he left them, 

got back into the boat, and went to the other side. CSB
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I keep demanding 
that he spiritually 
lead this family, 

but he won’t do it. 
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14 The disciples had forgotten to take bread and had 

only one loaf with them in the boat. 15 Then he gave 

them strict orders: “Watch out! Beware of the leaven 

of the Pharisees and the leaven of Herod.” CSB

Mark 8



The Bible doesn’t always use yeast as a negative – it’s 

just a picture of something that works it way all 

through a product being baked.

courtesy OK
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Pharisees often taught that grace is necessary and 

that a person must trust God, BUT that grace isn’t 

enough. They wrongly combined the limited Mosaic 

Law with the unlimited Abrahamic Covenant, cooking 

up an unholy mess that de facto demanded human 

effort for a person to be justified. 
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Stop her!
#fireginacarano

Pharisees demand that 
everyone else clear their 
cultural bar of “wokeness” 
or be canceled as a threat to 
the public. 
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It is needful that thou look straight 
with the eyes of thy spirit to God, as 
straight as a cable stretches taut 
from a ship to her anchor…Even 
though the ship tosses at sea in the 
waves, she is safe and unbroken. 
– King Alfred, Commentary on 
Augustine’s Soliloquies; translated 
to modern English by the brilliant 
Eleanor Shipley Duckett
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16 They were discussing among themselves that they 

did not have any bread. 17 Aware of this, he said to 

them, “Why are you discussing the fact you have no 

bread? Don’t you understand or comprehend? Do 

you have hardened hearts? 18 Do you have eyes and 
not see; do you have ears and not hear? [Jer 5, Ez 12]
And do you not remember? 19 When I broke the five 

loaves for the five thousand, how many baskets full 

of leftovers did you collect?” “Twelve,” they told him. 
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20 “When I broke the seven loaves for the four 

thousand, how many baskets full of pieces did you 

collect?” “Seven,” they said. 21 And he said to them, 

“Don’t you understand yet?” CSB

Mark 8
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22 They came to Bethsaida. 
They brought a blind man to 
him and begged him to touch 
him. 23 He took the blind man 
by the hand and brought him 
out of the village. Spitting on 
his eyes and laying his hands 
on him, he asked him, “Do 
you see anything?” 24 He 
looked up and said, “I see 
people—they look like trees 
walking.”
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22 They came to Bethsaida. They brought a blind man 

to him and begged him to touch him.

“I just wanna see” by Paul De Lisle & Gregory Camp

sleeping on the sidewalk the home they call 

doctors and lawyers race for the ball

and I don’t even wanna understand it all

I just wanna see

Mark 8
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The disciples 

do not see 

clearly 

despite 

Jesus’ 

miracles.

Mark 8

The blind 

man partly 

sees; yet 

not clearly.

The blind 

man looks 

intently and 

sees clearly.



27 Jesus went out with his disciples to the villages of 

Caesarea Philippi. And on the road he asked his 

disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 
28 They answered him, “John the Baptist; others, 

Elijah; still others, one of the prophets.” 
29 “But you,” he asked them, “who do you say that I 

am?” 

Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah.” 30 And he 

strictly warned them to tell no one about him. CSB

Mark 8
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26 Then he sent him home, saying, 

“Don’t even go into the village.” 

30 And he strictly warned 

them to tell no one about 

him. CSB
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Jesus is on a timetable of self-revelation to guide all to truth. 
That includes the development of His disciples. He forbids 
signs and broadcasting both to save judgment for Israel and to 
demonstrate the inappropriate response from towns like 
Nazareth, Caesarea Philippi, and Bethsaida. Jesus is Himself 
the ultimate expression of truth. At other times, He will 
commission people to go and tell that on the mountain. He 
has already sent these disciples and will do so again. But right 
now, He is protecting a blind people that don’t want to see. He 
is lowering their responsibility and judgment should they keep 
rejecting Him. He wants to give all people time to see the way 
Peter finally does.
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Saint Columba's conversion of King 
Brudei William Hole 1896

Brudei: “If I believe 
your message, and 
become Christ’s man, 
what shall I see?” 
Columba: “You shall 
stumble upon wonder 
upon wonder and 
every wonder true.”
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