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So, you’re very 
different, 

aren’t you?
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Translation: 
You people are 
quite strange!

So, you’re very 
different, 

aren’t you?



1 Peter 2

1 Peter

Jam

Heb

Phil

Titus
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2 Jn

3 Jn

11 Dear friends, I urge you as strangers and exiles to 
abstain from sinful desires that wage war against the 
soul. 12 Conduct yourselves honorably among the 
Gentiles, so that when they slander you as evildoers, 
they will observe your good works and will glorify 
God on the day he visits. CSB



1 Peter
1:1 To those chosen, living as exiles dispersed abroad

Greek: παρεπίδημος parapidemois = a person without a 
country 

courtesy Dreamworks



1 Peter
1:1 To those chosen, living as exiles dispersed abroad

Greek: παρεπίδημος parapidemois = person w/out a country 

1:17 You are to conduct yourselves in reverence during your 
time living as strangers.

Greek: παροικία paroikia = 
resident alien; living 
outside home country

courtesy screenrant



1 Peter
1:1 To those chosen, living as 
exiles dispersed abroad

1:17 You are to conduct 
yourselves in reverence during 
your time living as strangers.

2:11 Dear friends, I urge you as 
strangers and exiles

Greek: παρεπίδημος 
parapidemois = one 
w/out a country 

Greek: παροικία paroikia = 
resident alien; living 
outside home country

Greek: παρεπίδημος 
parapidemois = one 
w/out a country 

Greek: πάροικος paroikos = 
rarely-used way to describe 
a foreigner; someone who 
is strange

courtesy WB
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People are strange 
When you’re a stranger
No one remembers your name
When you’re strange
When you’re strange
– Jim Morrison



1 Peter
1:1 To those chosen, living as 
exiles dispersed abroad

1:17 You are to conduct 
yourselves in reverence during 
your time living as strangers.

2:11 Dear friends, I urge you as 
strangers and exiles

Greek: παρεπίδημος 
parapidemois = one 
w/out a country 

Greek: παροικία paroikia = 
resident alien; living 
outside home country

Greek: παρεπίδημος 
parapidemois = one 
w/out a country 

Greek: πάροικος paroikos = 
rarely-used way to describe 
a foreigner; someone who 
is strange

courtesy WB
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What does it 
mean, “to be 

strange?”



1 Peter 2
11 Dear friends, I urge you as strangers and exiles to 
abstain from sinful desires that wage war against the 
soul. 

Greek: ἀπέχω apecho = to stay distant from 
something because you are enough without it



1 Peter 2
11 Dear friends, I urge you as strangers and exiles to 
abstain from sinful desires that wage war against the 
soul. 

Greek: ἀπέχω apecho = to stay 
distant from something because 
you are enough without it

courtesy lookhuman



1 Peter 2
11 Dear friends, I urge you as strangers and exiles to 
abstain from sinful desires that wage war against the 
soul. 

Greek: ἀπέχω apecho = to stay 
distant from something because 
you are enough without it



1 Peter 2
11 Dear friends, I urge you as strangers and exiles to 
abstain from sinful desires that wage war against the 
soul. 

Greek: ἀπέχω apecho = to 
stay distant from something 
because you are enough 
without it

courtesy knowyourmeme



1 Peter 2

11 Dear friends, I urge you as strangers and exiles to 
abstain from sinful desires that wage war against the 
soul. 12 Conduct yourselves honorably among the 
Gentiles, so that when they slander you as evildoers, 
they will observe your good works and will glorify 
God on the day he visits. CSB
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on East Texas Public Radio:
“Judge Bentley is corrupt.”
“Bascom Bentley is lazy.” 
– Joe Ed Bunton



1 Peter 2

11 Dear friends, I urge you as strangers and exiles to 
abstain from sinful desires that wage war against the 
soul. 12 Conduct yourselves honorably among the 
Gentiles, so that when they slander you as evildoers, 
they will observe your good works and will glorify 
God on the day he visits. CSB



1 Peter 2
12 Conduct yourselves honorably among the Gentiles, so that 
when they slander you as evildoers, they will observe your 
good works and will glorify God on the day he visits. CSB

Which are honorable?
Slander back
Write private letters offering to meet 
Defend self everywhere: online, off-line, over-the-line, etc.
Refuse to speak ill of the slanderer in any setting
Hire a hit man
If all else fails, file a defamation suit so you can do your work



1 Peter 2
12 Conduct yourselves honorably among the Gentiles, so that 
when they slander you as evildoers, they will observe your 
good works and will glorify God on the day he visits. CSB

Which are honorable?
Slander back
Write private letters offering to meet 
Defend self everywhere: online, off-line, over-the-line, etc.
Refuse to speak ill of the slanderer in any setting
Hire a hit man
If all else fails, file a defamation suit so you can do your work



You admit that you cannot prove your theory about Mr. 
Bentley’s corruption. You knew that he denied your 
allegations made against him. You expressed doubt to a 
friend that there was any basis for the charges you were 
making. You deliberately ignored people who could have 
answered all your questions. This is slander, proof of actual 
malice. For this, we rule against you, Mr. Bunton. 
– Bentley v. Bunton



1 Peter 2

11 Dear friends, I urge you as strangers and exiles to 
abstain from sinful desires that wage war against the 
soul. 12 Conduct yourselves honorably among the 
Gentiles, so that when they slander you as evildoers, 
they will observe your good works and will glorify 
God on the day he visits. CSB



Matthew 5

44 I tell you,
love your enemies 
and pray for those 
who persecute you

CSB



2 Timothy 1
7 For God has not given us a spirit of fear, 
but one of power, love, and sound judgment. CSB



If the Spirit does not stir, fill, and direct both our life 
of faith and our quest for virtue…[we] will grow 
stunted and bitter, like fruit strained out from 
hardscrabble ground. Any such virtue is usually no 
more than a repertoire of self-serving gestures. 

– Mark Buchanan, Hidden In Plain Sight

courtesy CT



1 Peter 2
13 Submit to every human authority because of the 
Lord, whether to the emperor as the supreme 
authority 14 or to governors as those sent out by him 
to punish those who do what is evil and to praise 
those who do what is good. 15 For it is God’s will that 
you silence the ignorance of foolish people by doing 
good. 



1 Peter 2

16 Submit as free people, not using your freedom as a 
cover-up for evil, but as God’s slaves. 17 Honor 
everyone. Love the brothers and sisters. Fear God. 
Honor the emperor. 



1 Peter 2
18 Household slaves, submit to your masters with all 
reverence not only to the good and gentle ones but also 
to the cruel. 19 For it brings favor if, because of a 
consciousness of God, someone endures grief from 
suffering unjustly. 20 For what credit is there if when you 
do wrong and are beaten, you endure it? But when you 
do what is good and suffer, if you endure it, this brings 
favor with God. 21 For you were called to this, because 
Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, that 
you should follow in his steps. CSB



1 Peter 2
13 Submit to every human authority because of the 
Lord, whether to the emperor as the supreme 
authority 14 or to governors as those sent out by him 
to punish those who do what is evil and to praise 
those who do what is good. 15 For it is God’s will that 
you silence the ignorance of foolish people by doing 
good. 



Then I shall live in 
such a way as to 

prove him wrong.

courtesy The Vatican



When people are insulting you, there is nothing so good for 
them as not to say a word—just look at them and THINK. 
When you will not fly into a passion, people will know you 
are stronger than they are, because you are 
strong enough to hold in your rage, and they 
are not, and they say stupid things they wish 
they hadn’t said afterward. There’s nothing so 
strong as rage, except what makes you hold it 
in—that’s stronger. – Frances Hodgson Burnett, 
A Little Princess
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Mahatma 
Ghandi



Which brought political liberty?



1 Peter 2
13 Submit to every human authority because of the 
Lord…15 For it is God’s will that you silence the ignorance of 
foolish people by doing good. 

Instead of submitting, we rebel. 
Instead of silencing, we inflame. 
Instead of teaching fools, we become fools.

courtesy yahoo



1 Peter 2
18 Household slaves, submit to your masters with all 
reverence not only to the good and gentle ones but also 
to the cruel. 19 For it brings favor if, because of a 
consciousness of God, someone endures grief from 
suffering unjustly. 20 For what credit is there if when you 
do wrong and are beaten, you endure it? But when you 
do what is good and suffer, if you endure it, this brings 
favor with God. 21 For you were called to this, because 
Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, that 
you should follow in his steps. CSB



The Christians
Wessel 
Woortman
2008



Clement seems to have been a slave in Rome at the 
time Peter wrote this book. And Clement led a church 
that included 
members of 
the Imperial 
family, who 
were submissive 
to his authority. 



1 Peter 2
18 Household slaves, submit to your masters with all 
reverence not only to the good and gentle ones but also 
to the cruel. 19 For it brings favor if, because of a 
consciousness of God, someone endures grief from 
suffering unjustly. 20 For what credit is there if when you 
do wrong and are beaten, you endure it? But when you 
do what is good and suffer, if you endure it, this brings 
favor with God. 21 For you were called to this, because 
Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, that 
you should follow in his steps. CSB



Colossians 3
22 Slaves, obey your human masters in everything. 
Don’t work only while being watched, 
as people-pleasers, but work wholeheartedly, fearing 
the Lord. 23 Whatever you do, do it from the heart, 
as something done for the Lord and not for people, 
24 knowing that you will receive the reward of an 
inheritance from the Lord. 
You serve the Lord Christ. CSB
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What if the boss 
is cruel and 

unfair?



1 Peter 2
21 For you were called to this, because Christ also suffered 
for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow 
in his steps. CSB

Colossians 3
23 Whatever you do, do it from the heart, 
as something done for the Lord and not for people



First Peter is a subtle and subversive letter…This is 
especially evident in [chapter] 2, where the author 
asks readers to submit to human authorities—all the 
while referring to those authorities as fools, insisting 
that believers live as free people, and granting the 
emperor only the same honor that is due everyone 
else but not the love he craves or the fear he expects. 
Peter reserves such love and fear for fellow believers 
and God, respectively.



This is not run-of-the-mill social conservativism. It is 
what John Howard Yoder called revolutionary 
subordination. It is the power of God demonstrated 
from a posture of apparent weakness. These slaves 
are asked to be Christ followers who subvert injustice 
the way Jesus did—by bearing up under it and 
leveraging it for salvation. – John C. Nugent, 
“Strengthening our Interpretation of 1 Peter”

courtesy amazon



Is Peter calling for Christians to 
be doormats, continually 
wallowing in low self-concept 
and standing silently in tacit 
approval of evil? 

© Getty/BraunS



Is Peter calling for Christians to be 
doormats, continually wallowing in low 
self-concept and standing silently in tacit 
approval of evil? 

© Getty/BraunS; courtesy IgnisImages/ATD

No! Peter calls for voluntary 
surrender in imitation of 
Jesus, who is neither a 
doormat nor approver of evil. 



1 Peter 2

16 Submit as free people, not using your freedom as a 
cover-up for evil, but as God’s slaves. 17 Honor 
everyone. Love the brothers and sisters. Fear God. 
Honor the emperor. 



Martin Luther On The Bondage of the Will
• Sin prevents humans from working their own salvation.
• Only God is completely sovereign.
• When God redeems a person, he frees the entire 

person, including the will.
• The human is then liberated to serve God.

courtesy Stadt Worms

Luther
Ernst Rietschel

1868



Martin Luther On The Bondage of the Will
• Sin prevents humans from working their own salvation.
• Only God is completely sovereign.
• When God redeems a person, he frees the entire 

person, including the will.
• The human is then liberated to serve God.

1 Peter 2
16 Submit as free people, not using your freedom as a 
cover-up for evil, but as God’s slaves. 17 Honor everyone. 
Love the brothers and sisters. Fear God. Honor the 
emperor. 



1 Peter 2
16 Submit as free people, not using your freedom as a 
cover-up for evil, but as God’s slaves. 17 Honor everyone. 
Love the brothers and sisters. Fear God. Honor the 
emperor. 

Greek: δοῦλος doulos = harnessed freedom; a bond-slave 
by choice

Doulos is different than οἰκέτης oiketes [you ket’ ace] –
the word for house-slave in verse 18. 



1 Peter 2
16 Submit as free people, not using your freedom as a 
cover-up for evil, but as God’s slaves. 17 Honor everyone. 
Love the brothers and sisters. Fear God. Honor the 
emperor. 

Greek: δοῦλος doulos = 
harnessed freedom; a 
bond-slave by choice

courtesy National Museum Athens

Lunacy, 
except 

maybe for 
the state



1 Peter 2
16 Submit as free people, not using your freedom as a 
cover-up for evil, but as God’s slaves. 17 Honor everyone. 
Love the brothers and sisters. Fear God. Honor the 
emperor. 

Greek: δοῦλος doulos = 
harnessed freedom; a 
bond-slave by choice

courtesy Athens Academy

Yet, 
everyone 
enslaves 

self to 
something
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The upcoming album was written with my son in 
mind so that when he’s in his twenties or thirties he 
can understand who I am and why I voluntarily chose 

to dismantle his entire life in the 
pursuit of my own happiness. 
– Adele on CBS with Oprah Winfrey

courtesy CBS



This “radical act of self-love” involves sacrifice –
obviously not self-sacrifice, for who in today’s selfish 
age would ever want to do that? Instead, it involves 
the sacrifice of other selves, especially children. And 
none of the pious talk of how beneficial it can be to 
wealthy, successful, ambitious parents can hide the 
fact. – Carl R. Trueman, “Self-love and 
the subversion of the family” 

courtesy First Things



1 Peter 2

16 Submit as free people, 
not using your freedom 
as a cover-up for evil, 
but as God’s slaves. 
17 Honor everyone. Love 
the brothers and sisters. 
Fear God. Honor the 
emperor. 

I voluntarily chose to 
dismantle his [my son’s] 
entire life in the pursuit 
of my own happiness. 
– Adele

unharnessed “freedom”
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Section 346. In the event of clearly 
established violation of the laws of war, 
[the soldier] may legally resort to such 
remedial action as may be deemed 
appropriate and necessary. 
Rules of Land Warfare, 1942



1 Peter 2

16 Submit as free people, not using your freedom as a 
cover-up for evil, but as God’s slaves. 17 Honor 
everyone. Love the brothers and sisters. Fear God. 
Honor the emperor. 



courtesy Greg McClure



1 Peter 2

16 Submit as free people, not using your freedom as a 
cover-up for evil, but as God’s slaves. 17 Honor 
everyone. Love the brothers and sisters. Fear God. 
Honor the emperor. 
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As an undergraduate, I took a history seminar on 
early-twentieth-century Europe in which we studied 
the rise of fascism, which, to my surprise, was 
actually an avant-garde form of socialism 
involving some of the most distinguished 
thinkers and artists of the day. After a 
great deal of study and conversation with 
other academics, in 1993 I wrote 
Modern Fascism. 

courtesy Concordia



[Thesis of Modern Fascism from 1993] 

A set of ideas is emerging from today’s academic world 
that is startlingly reminiscent of what the fascist theorists 
were saying in the 1930s: individual identity is a myth, 
insofar as identity is really determined by culture and 
ethnicity; laws and social conventions are only masks for 
power; human-centered values are part of a corrupt 
Western civilization; the transcendent meaning of 
reason, objectivity, and language is an illusion. Is it 
possible that those who hold these views do not realize 
that these are also the doctrines of fascism?



Sound familiar?…The Nazi regime’s approach to dissidents 
bears a strong resemblance to the mentality behind today’s 
“cancel culture”: Those who dissented with the regime were 
seen not as people who disagreed intellectually or 
philosophically, but as people with hostile wills. In rejecting 
the common will, they were guilty of not belonging. This is 
perhaps why the Nazi apparatus was so thorough in its 
interrogations—what was wanted was not so much 
conformity but assent. Those who disagreed were exhibiting 

a contrary will; they were not skeptics but enemies. 
– Gene Edward Veith, “Modern Fascism Revisited” 

courtesy narrowing path



1 Peter 2

16 Submit as free people, not using your freedom as a 
cover-up for evil, but as God’s slaves. 17 Honor 
everyone. Love the brothers and sisters. Fear God. 
Honor the emperor. 



The 23rd psalm does not pretend that evil and death do 
not exist. Terrible things happen, and they happen to 
good people as well as to bad people. Even the paths of 
righteousness lead through the valley of the shadow. 
Death lies ahead for all of us, saints and sinners alike, 
and for all the ones we love. The psalmist doesn’t try to 
explain evil. He doesn’t try to minimize evil. He simply 
says he will not fear evil. For all the power that evil has, 
it doesn’t have the power to make him afraid.



And why? Here at the very center of the psalm comes 
the very center of the psalmist’s faith. Suddenly he stops 
speaking about God as “he,” because you don’t speak 
that way when the person is right there with you. 
Suddenly he speaks to God instead of about him, and he 
speaks to him as ‘thou.’ ‘I will fear no evil,’ 
he says, ‘for thou art with me.’ That is the 
center of faith. Thou. That is where faith 
comes from. – Frederick Buechner, 
The Magnificent Defeat

courtesy wearychristian



Psalm 23
1 The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 2 He maketh me 
to lie down in green pastures: He leadeth me beside the still 
waters. 3 He restoreth my soul: He leadeth me in the paths of 
righteousness for his name’s sake. 
4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of 
death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; Thy rod and 
thy staff they comfort me. 5 Thou preparest a table before me 
in the presence of mine enemies: Thou anointest my head 
with oil; my cup runneth over. 
6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of 
my life: And I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. KJV



1 Peter 2
16 Submit as free people, not using your 
freedom as a cover-up for evil, but as God’s 
slaves. 17 Honor everyone. Love the brothers 
and sisters. Fear God. Honor the emperor. 

Nero [Imperator Nero Cladius Divi 
Claudius Filius Caesar Augustus Germanicus]

courtesy Naples Archeological Museum



1 Peter 2
16 Submit as free people, not using your 
freedom as a cover-up for evil, but as God’s 
slaves. 17 Honor everyone. Love the brothers 
and sisters. Fear God. Honor the emperor. 

Grant the emperor only the same honor that is due 
everyone else but not the love he craves or the fear he 
expects. Peter reserves such love and fear for fellow 
believers and God, respectively. – John C. Nugent, 
“Strengthening our Interpretation of 1 Peter”

courtesy Naples Archeological Museum





courtesy FISD; Ha, ha. It wasn’t THAT long ago I rode into town.
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Dr. Wakeland, 
could I possibly 

help you?

YES!



courtesy FISD

FISD can be  great! 
Let’s do this and 

have fun!
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25 years later

Catherine 
Fowler

Justin 
Wakeland



1 Peter 2
16 Submit as free people, not using your freedom as a 
cover-up for evil, but as God’s slaves. 17 Honor 
everyone. Love the brothers and sisters. Fear God. 
Honor the emperor. 

Which is hardest for you? 
• Honoring all
• Loving the brethren
• Fearing God
• Honoring the emperor




