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…everyone who loves has been born of God and knows
God. 8 The one who does not love, does not know God,
because God is love.

1 John 4:7b-8 (CSB)





And may the Lord cause you to increase and overflow with
love for one another and for everyone, just as we do for you.
13 May he make your hearts blameless in holiness before our
God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his
saints. Amen.

1 Thessalonians 3:12-13 (CSB)

overflow (perisseuo) – to excel, to abound, to increase



“Taken together, the verbs show the superlative degree
to which the apostles wanted the church's love to grow.
The prayer is not simply that their love increase, but that
it abound beyond limits…” – Gene L. Green



…the churches were
strengthened in the
faith and grew daily
in numbers.

Acts 16:5

“grew” – perisseuo







• Timothy has brought us good news about your…love. (3:6) 
• Worship and devotion to Him alone (1:9 – from idols to God)
• Evangelism (1:8, 2:14 – the Word sounded forth from you)
• Eager for His return (4:17, 5:11 – encouraged these words) 
• Wanting live in a way that pleases Him (4:1)
• Labor motivated by love (1:3-4)
• “Brotherly love” (philadelphia) (4:9 – familial Christian love)
• Love of neighbor (3:12 – May your love for everyone abound)

The Thessalonians Knew How to Love





Mark 12:30-31 (CSB)

Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your 
soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength. 31 The 
second is, Love your neighbor as yourself…”





PLENTY OF OPPORTUNITY 
TO THRIVE IN LOVE





1 Thessalonians

1 2 3 4 5

“BROTHERS/BRETHEREN” (17x)



1 Thessalonians 4:9-10 – About brotherly love: You don’t
need me to write you because you yourselves are taught
by God to love one another.

FRATERNAL LOVE

Brotherly love (philadelphia) – familial kindness, love in action
Love (agape) – unconditional, self-sacrificing love



“Fraternal love was of paramount importance since the
church was open to people of all social classes and any
ethnic background. Both the free and the slave were
welcome, while Greeks, Romans, Macedonians, Jews, and
barbarians gathered to share the same cup in the worship of
their one Lord.” – Gene L. Green







Now we ask you, brothers and sisters, to give recognition to
those who labor among you and lead you in the Lord and
admonish you, 13 and to regard them very highly in love
because of their work. Be at peace among yourselves. 14 And
we exhort you, brothers and sisters: warn those who are
idle, comfort the discouraged, help the weak, be
patient with everyone. 15 See to it that no one repays evil for
evil to anyone, but always pursue what is good for one
another and for all.

1 Thessalonians 5:12-15 (CSB)





** Picture of uncompleted houses **



PERFECT PATTERN
FOR THRIVING IN LOVE



…may the Lord cause you to increase and overflow with
love for one another and for everyone, just as we do for you.

1 Thessalonians 3:12 (CSB)



• MOTHERLY LOVE. 2:7 – …we could have been a burden as
Christ’s apostles, instead we were gentle among you, as a
nurse nurtures her own children.

THEIR APOSTOLIC PATTERN OF LOVE

• FATHERLY LOVE. 2:11-12 – …like a father with his own
children, we encouraged, comforted and implored each
one of you to walk worthy of God…





• 1:10 – raised from the dead
• 2:14b-15 – the Lord Jesus was killed
• 4:14 – Jesus died and rose again…
• 5:9b-10 – Our Lord, Jesus Christ who died for us

THEIR PERFECT PATTERN OF LOVE





John 15:13 – No one has greater love than this: to lay down 
his life for his friends.

LOVE ACCORDING TO JESUS

John 13:34 – “I give you a new command: Love one another. 
Just as I have loved you, you are also to love one another.





Could we with ink the ocean fill, and were the skies of 
parchment made, were every stalk on earth a quill, 

and every man a scribe by trade, to write the love of God above, 
would drain the ocean dry, nor could the scroll contain the 

whole, though stretched from sky to sky. 

Oh, love of God, how rich and pure! How measureless and 
strong! It shall forevermore endure, the saints' and angels' song.

“The Love of God,” Frederick M. Lehman (1917)





Adopt the same attitude as that of Christ Jesus, 6 who,
existing in the form of God, did not consider equality with
God as something to be exploited. 7 Instead he emptied
himself by assuming the form of a servant, taking on the
likeness of humanity. And when he had come as a man,
8 he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point
of death, even to death on a cross.

Philippians 2:5-8 (CSB)





10-year challenge

2012



2022





• What conflict or disagreement is providing an opportunity 
to show love (patience, kindness, selflessness, forgiveness)?

• How could you be remind yourself of or meditate on Christ’s 
love daily?

• How aware of your need for the Spirit’s power to love like 
God? (prayer)

ARE YOU THRIVING IN THE LOVE OF GOD?


