










Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy: To the church of the
Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
Grace to you and peace. Thanksgiving 2 We always thank
God for all of you, making mention of you constantly in
our prayers. 3 We recall, in the presence of our God and
Father, your work produced by faith, your labor motivated
by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord
Jesus Christ. 4 For we know, brothers and sisters loved by
God, that he has chosen you,

1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 (CSB)



5 because our gospel did not come to you in word only,
but also in power, in the Holy Spirit, and with full
assurance. You know how we lived among you for your
benefit, 6 and you yourselves became imitators of us and
of the Lord when, in spite of severe persecution, you
welcomed the message with joy from the Holy Spirit. 7 As
a result, you became an example to all the believers in
Macedonia and Achaia.

1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 (CSB)



8 For the word of the Lord rang out from you, not only in
Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place that your
faith in God has gone out. Therefore, we don’t need to
say anything, 9 for they themselves report what kind of
reception we had from you: how you turned to God from
idols to serve the living and true God 10 and to wait for his
Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, Jesus
who rescues us from the coming wrath.

1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 (CSB)





1 Thessalonians
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“PERISSEUO” (3x) – I abound, excel, increase. 



“UNRESTRAINABLE
MADNESS”

“perisseuo (abound) mallon (more)” 





Benediction. Now may the God of peace himself
sanctify you completely. And may your whole
spirit, soul and body be kept sound and blameless
at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one
who calls you is faithful, and he will do it.

1 Thessalonians 5:23-24 (CSB)



“Paul’s prayer teaches us how to pray not only for
new believers but for all believers. We should pray
that their faith will mature, their love grow, and
their character and conduct be holy and blameless
before God.” – Warren Wiersbe





1 Thessalonians 4:9-10 – About brotherly love: You
don’t need me to write you because you yourselves are
taught by God to love one another. 10 In fact, you are
doing this toward all the brothers and sisters in the
entire region of Macedonia. But we encourage you,
brothers and sisters, to do this even more…

THRIVE IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD



1 Thessalonians 4:9-10 – 9 …you yourselves are
taught by God to love one another. 10 …we encourage
you, brothers and sisters, to do this even more…

“taught by God” (theo-didaktos) – Divine Education





The Jews became jealous and
brought together wicked men from
the marketplace and started a riot
in the city. When they did not find
[Paul and Silas], they dragged Jason
and some of the brothers before
the city officials, shouting, “These
men have turned the world upside
down have come here.” After
taking a security bond from [them]
they released them.

Acts 17:5-9 (CSB)





• Trinity (1:1-6, 2:9-14, 3:2, 3:11, 4:1-2, 4:8, 5;18-19)
• Soteriology (1:4-5, 2:15-16a, 3:13, 5:9-10)
• Suffering (1:6, 2:14, 3:3-8)
• Evangelism (1:7-8, 2:1-2, 4:11-17)
• Sanctification (1:9, 2:12, 3:10, 4:1-8, 5:6, 5:23)
• Eschatology (1:10a, 2:19-20, 3:13, 4:13-18, 5:1-5)
• Judgement of Sin/Hell (1:10b, 2:16b, 5:9)
• Bibliology (2:3-4, 2:13, 4:9, 4:15, 5:27)
• Ecclesiology (1:1, 2:1-14, 2:17-20, 3:1-10, 4:10, 5:12-13)
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Additionally, then brothers and sisters, we ask and
encourage you in the Lord Jesus, that as you have received
instruction from us on how you should live and please
God, as you are doing, do this even more. 2 For you know
what commands we gave you through the Lord Jesus. 3 For
this is God’s will, your sanctification: that you keep
away from sexual immorality 4 that each of you knows how
to control his own body in holiness and honor 5 not with
lustful passions, like the Gentiles, who do not know God.

1 Thessalonians 4:1-5 (CSB)





KNOWING GOD IS… 

A THRILLING PRIVILEGE (1:3-4,9a)



We recall, in the presence of our God and Father, your
work produced by faith, your labor motivated by love, and
your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus
Christ. 4 For we know, brothers and sisters loved by
God, that he has chosen you, 9…for they themselves
report what kind of reception we had from you: how you
turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God…

1 Thessalonians 1:3-4,9a (CSB)
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“OUR GOD AND FATHER” (4x)





LUKA 
DONČIĆ
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“BROTHERS/BRETHEREN” (17x)





At that time, you were without Christ, excluded
from the citizenship of Israel, and foreigners to the
covenants of promise, without hope and without
God in the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus, you
who were far away have been brought near by the
blood of Christ.

Ephesians 2:12-13 (CSB)





courtesy The Guardian





…We are asking that you may be filled with the
knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual
understanding, 10 so that you may walk worthy of
the Lord, fully pleasing to him: bearing fruit in every
good work and growing in the knowledge of God,

Colossians 1:9b-10 (CSB)





KNOWING GOD IS… 

THE WHOLE POINT (1:9b-10)





Then, we who are still alive, who are left, will be caught
up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in
the air, and so we will always be with the Lord.
18Therefore, encourage one another with these words.

1 Thessalonians 4:17-18 (CSB)





I trade my treasures and all my rewards. 
Jesus to know You, then know You more. 

Like wave after wave on the ocean, 
like all of the sand on the shore, 

Your beauty and glory are endless, 
Jesus, I must know you more.

“I Want to Know You” by City Alight





…I also consider everything to be a loss in view of the
surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.
Because of him I have suffered the loss of all things
and consider them as dung, so that I may gain Christ.

Philippians 3:8 (CSB)





• Is theology more for knowing about God
or knowing God himself?

• Are you content with what you know and
understand about God and His Word?

• How could your theology lead you to
higher praise and deeper devotion?

ARE YOU THRIVING IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD?




