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Big Idea 

The cross reveals both the depth of human brokenness 

and the overwhelming love of God, calling us into a 

personal relationship marked by surrender, 

transformation, and new life. 

 

Theme 

Easter is not just a celebration—it is an invitation to 

understand why Jesus had to die and what that means 

personally for our lives today. 

 

Core Scriptures 

Genesis 3:1–13 

The fall of humanity and the entrance of sin. 

Romans 6:23 



“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is 

eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

John 3:16 

“For God so loved the world that He gave His one and 

only Son…” 

 

Introduction: Sitting in the Weight of Holy Week 

Holy Week is a time to: 

• Slow down  

• Reflect deeply  

• Ask difficult questions  

Key Insight: 

“Why did Jesus have to die for me?”  

This question is central to: 

• Understanding the cross  

• Understanding ourselves  

• Understanding God’s love  

 

Main Point 1: We Often Underestimate Sin 

Explanation 



Many people believe: 

• “I’m a good person”  

• “I don’t need saving”  

“Why would anyone need to die for me?”  

Spiritual Truth 

Sin: 

• Is not just behavior  

• Is a condition of the heart  

Biblical Insight 

The fall (Genesis 3) reveals: 

• Disobedience  

• Pride  

• Desire to replace God  

Application 

• Do I truly understand my need for a Savior?  

• Where do I minimize sin in my life?  

Sticky Quote: 

“Until you understand sin, you won’t understand the 

cross.” 

 



Main Point 2: Sin is a Deep Spiritual Condition 

Explanation 

Sin is not: 

• A mistake to fix  

• A habit to break  

It is: 

• A nature within us  

“It’s not something you can just take off.”  

Spiritual Insight 

Sin affects: 

• Thoughts  

• Actions  

• Motives  

Illustration 

Even good actions: 

• Can be driven by pride  

• Can produce resentment  

Application 

• Where do I see sin influencing my thoughts?  



• How does sin show up in subtle ways?  

Sticky Quote: 

“Sin isn’t just what you do—it’s who you are without 

Christ.” 

 

Main Point 3: The Fall Changed Everything 

Explanation 

Adam and Eve: 

• Chose disobedience  

• Desired to be like God  

Spiritual Result 

• Relationship with God was broken  

• Shame entered  

• Humanity became corrupted  

“They hid because of shame.”  

Spiritual Truth 

The fall introduced: 

• Fear  

• Separation  

• Brokenness  



Application 

• Where do I hide from God?  

• What shame am I carrying?  

Sticky Quote: 

“Sin separates—but God seeks.” 

 

Main Point 4: God Pursues Us Even in Our 

Brokenness 

Explanation 

After the fall: 

• God comes looking for Adam and Eve  

“Where are you?”  

Spiritual Truth 

God: 

• Seeks us  

• Calls us  

• Restores us  

Key Insight 

Even in sin: 



• God provides  

• God covers  

• God cares  

Application 

• Do I believe God is pursuing me?  

• How do I respond when He calls?  

Sticky Quote: 

“God runs toward you—even when you run from Him.” 

 

Main Point 5: The Cross Was Necessary 

Explanation 

Sin created a problem: 

• Humans could not fix  

“We cannot undo it ourselves.”  

Spiritual Truth 

Justice requires: 

• Payment  

• Atonement  

The Solution 



Jesus: 

• Takes our place  

• Bears our sin  

• Dies for us  

Application 

• Do I understand why Jesus had to die?  

• Have I personally received this truth?  

Sticky Quote: 

“The cross is not optional—it is essential.” 

 

Main Point 6: Jesus Took Our Place 

Explanation 

Jesus: 

• Was sinless  

• Took on our sin  

• Died in our place  

“He stands where you should stand.”  

Spiritual Truth 

This is: 

• Substitution  



• Grace  

• Love  

Result 

We are: 

• Forgiven  

• Restored  

• Made new  

Application 

• Do I truly accept that Jesus took my place?  

• How does this change my identity?  

Sticky Quote: 

“He took your place so you could have His life.” 

 

Main Point 7: We Are Clothed in Righteousness 

Explanation 

Through Jesus: 

• We receive His righteousness  

Spiritual Insight 

We are: 



• Covered  

• Accepted  

• Redeemed  

“You are clothed in a new nature.”  

Application 

• Am I living from my old identity or my new one?  

• Do I walk in the freedom Christ gives?  

Sticky Quote: 

“You are covered by what Christ has done.” 

 

Main Point 8: The Cross Reveals God’s Love 

Explanation 

The cross is: 

• Painful  

• Brutal  

• Necessary  

Spiritual Truth 

It shows: 

• The seriousness of sin  

• The depth of God’s love  



“God will go to any length to restore you.”  

Application 

• Do I see the cross as love?  

• How does this change my view of God?  

Sticky Quote: 

“The cross is love on display.” 

 

Main Point 9: Faith Must Become Personal 

Explanation 

Belief is not: 

• Just knowledge  

• Just tradition  

It is: 

• Personal relationship  

“Why did Jesus have to die for me?”  

Spiritual Insight 

Transformation begins when: 

• Faith becomes personal  

Application 



• Is my faith personal—or just familiar?  

• Have I made this relationship my own?  

Sticky Quote: 

“Faith changes when it becomes personal.” 

 

Main Point 10: Resurrection Power Is for Today 

Explanation 

Easter is not just: 

• Future hope  

It is: 

• Present transformation  

“It is a now reality.”  

Spiritual Truth 

Through Jesus: 

• We live differently  

• We love differently  

• We overcome sin  

Application 

• How is resurrection power changing me today?  



• What area of my life needs transformation?  

Sticky Quote: 

“Easter is not just something to believe—it’s something to 

live.” 

 

Discussion Questions 

1. Why is it difficult to accept that we need a Savior?  

2. How does understanding sin change your view of the 

cross?  

3. What does it mean that Jesus took your place?  

4. Where are you still living in your old identity?  

5. How can you live out resurrection power daily?  

 

Practical Application Steps 

1. Reflect on the Cross Daily 

• Spend time thinking about what Jesus did  

2. Be Honest About Sin 

• Confess and surrender areas of struggle  

3. Accept Grace Fully 

• Stop trying to “earn” what is already given  



4. Walk in New Identity 

• Live as someone redeemed  

5. Live Resurrection Life 

• Let your life reflect transformation  

 

Closing Prayer 

Father, 

Thank You for the cross 

and the love it represents. 

Help us to understand the depth of our need 

and the greatness of Your grace. 

Teach us to live in the truth 

that Jesus took our place, 

and to walk daily in the power of the resurrection. 

Transform our hearts, 

and draw us closer to You. 

In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

Final Takeaway 



The cross is where our brokenness meets God’s love—

and where our new life begins. 

 


