
Bible Study Guide: Called to Freedom 

Scripture: Galatians 5:13 

"For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do 
not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, 
but through love serve one another." (ESV) 

Theme 

Freedom in Christ is a calling to love and serve. 

 

Study Objective 

To understand that Christian freedom is not 
permission to live selfishly but an invitation to love 
God and serve others. Through Christ, believers are 
set free from the power of sin and the burden of the 
law so they can live by the Holy Spirit in love and 
humility. 

 

Background 

In Galatians, Paul defends the truth that salvation 
comes through faith in Jesus Christ and not by 
keeping the Law of Moses. After explaining that 
believers have been set free through Christ, Paul 
addresses an important question: What should 



believers do with this freedom? He teaches that 
Christian freedom is not a license to satisfy sinful 
desires but a responsibility to serve others in love. 
True freedom is expressed through a life that 
reflects Christ's selfless example. 

 

Key Truth 

Christ has set believers free so they can love, 
serve, and glorify God by caring for others rather 
than living for themselves. 

 

Cross References 

Galatians 5:1 

"For freedom Christ has set us free..." 

Truth: Christ has liberated believers from the 
bondage of legalism and sin. 

John 8:36 

"So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed." 

Truth: Jesus gives true spiritual freedom. 

Romans 6:18 



Believers have been set free from sin and have 
become servants of righteousness. 

Philippians 2:3–5 

Christians are called to humility, considering others 
above themselves and following Christ's example. 

Mark 10:45 

Jesus came not to be served but to serve and to 
give His life as a ransom for many. 

 

Observation Questions 

1. What have believers been called to according to 
this verse?  

2. What warning does Paul give about freedom?  
3. How should believers use their freedom?  
4. What does it mean to serve one another through 

love?  

 

Interpretation 

Paul teaches that Christian freedom is not freedom 
to sin but freedom from sin's control and from trying 
to earn God's favor through the law. Believers are 
free to live according to God's purposes. Instead of 



using freedom for selfish desires, Christians are 
called to imitate Christ by serving others with 
humility and love. The Holy Spirit empowers 
believers to live in this way, producing a life that 
honors God and blesses others. 

 

Application 

Ask yourself: 

• Am I using my freedom to honor God or to 
satisfy my own desires?  

• How can I serve others more intentionally?  
• Does my life reflect Christ's humility and love?  
• Are there selfish attitudes I need to surrender to 

God?  

Practical applications: 

• Look for opportunities to serve family, friends, 
and your church.  

• Choose love over selfishness in your daily 
decisions.  

• Use your gifts and abilities to encourage and 
help others.  

• Depend on the Holy Spirit to overcome sinful 
desires.  



• Remember that true freedom is found in 
following Christ.  

 

Discussion Questions 

1. What does Christian freedom mean?  
2. How is biblical freedom different from the world's 

idea of freedom?  
3. Why does Paul warn against using freedom for 

selfish desires?  
4. What are practical ways believers can serve one 

another?  
5. How does serving others reflect the character of 

Jesus?  

 

Key Lessons 

• Christ has called believers to true spiritual 
freedom.  

• Christian freedom is not permission to sin.  
• Freedom should be expressed through love and 

humble service.  
• The Holy Spirit enables believers to live 

selflessly.  
• Serving others brings glory to God and reflects 

Christ's character.  



 

Memory Verse 

Galatians 5:13 

"For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do 
not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, 
but through love serve one another." 

 

Prayer 

Heavenly Father, thank You for the freedom You 
have given me through Jesus Christ. Help me to use 
that freedom wisely—not for selfish desires, but to 
love and serve others as Christ has loved and 
served me. Fill me with Your Holy Spirit so that my 
life reflects humility, compassion, and obedience. 
May everything I do bring honor to You and bless 
those around me. In Jesus' name, Amen. 

 

Takeaway 

True Christian freedom is not the freedom to do 
whatever we want—it is the freedom to live for 
God by loving and serving others. As we follow 



Christ's example, our freedom becomes a 
powerful testimony of His grace and love. 

 


