Bible Study Guide: Paul’s Road to Damascus
Conversion

Main Scripture

Acts of the Apostles — Acts 9:1-22
(Also referenced in Acts 22:1-16 and Acts 26:9—18)

Title

From Persecutor to Preacher: The Transforming
Power of Jesus

Big Idea

Paul’s conversion on the road to Damascus shows that no
one 1s beyond the reach of God’s grace. Jesus can
completely transform a life, redirect a purpose, and use
even broken pasts for His glory.

Historical Background

Before becoming the apostle Paul, he was known as Saul
of Tarsus. Saul was a highly educated Pharisee trained
under Gamaliel and was deeply devoted to Jewish law
and tradition.



Saul believed Christians were dangerous and actively
persecuted the early Church.

Key Facts About Saul

. A Pharisee and religious leader

. Present at Stephen’s stoning

. Arrested Christians and imprisoned them
. Zealous for Jewish law

. Feared by believers

Supporting Scriptures

. Acts 7:58

. Acts 8:1-3

. Philippians 3:4-6
. Galatians 1:13-14

Overview of the Damascus Road Encounter

Saul was traveling to Damascus with authority to arrest
Christians when Jesus dramatically interrupted his
journey.

“Saul, Saul, why do you persecute Me?” — Acts 9:4

This encounter changed Saul forever.



Five Major Lessons From Paul’s Conversion

1. Jesus Meets Us in the Middle of Our Wrong
Direction

Acts 9:1-2

Saul thought he was serving God, but he was spiritually
blind.

Spiritual Truth
People can be religious yet still far from God.

Supporting Scriptures

. Proverbs 14:12
. Romans 10:2-3
. John 16:2

Application

. Sincerity alone does not equal truth.
. We need a real encounter with Jesus.
. God can interrupt destructive paths.

Discussion Questions

1. How can people be spiritually sincere but spiritually
blind?



2.Have you ever been headed in the wrong direction
spiritually?
3. Why 1s humility important in following God?

2. Jesus Confronts Saul Personally
Acts 9:3-5

A bright light from heaven surrounded Saul, and Jesus
spoke directly to him.

“I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting.”

Important Truth

Jesus took Saul’s persecution of believers personally.
Supporting Scriptures

. Matthew 25:40
. John 10:27
. Hebrews 4:13

Spiritual Lesson

Jesus knows us personally and confronts us lovingly but
truthfully.

Application

. Jesus sees our hearts.



. Conviction is often the beginning of transformation.
. God may use uncomfortable moments to awaken us
spiritually.

Discussion Questions

1. Why was Saul shocked by Jesus’ words?
2. What does this reveal about Jesus’ relationship with
His Church?

3.How does God sometimes get our attention today?

3. God Breaks Saul Before He Rebuilds Him
Acts 9:6-9

Saul became blind for three days and neither ate nor
drank.

Spiritual Meaning
Saul’s physical blindness reflected his spiritual blindness.
God humbled Saul before using him.

Supporting Scriptures

. Psalm 51:17
. James 4:10
. 2 Corinthians 12:9



Spiritual Lesson
Brokenness often prepares us for transformation.
Application

. God sometimes strips away pride before building

purpose.
. Waiting seasons can become growing seasons.

. Surrender often begins where self-sufficiency ends.
Discussion Questions

1. Why do you think God blinded Saul?
2. What can believers learn during seasons of waiting?
3. How does humility prepare us for God’s work?

4. God Uses Ordinary People in Restoration
Acts 9:10-19

God sent a disciple named Ananias to pray for Saul.
Despite fear, Ananias obeyed God.

“Brother Saul...”

Important Truth

God often uses faithful ordinary believers in extraordinary
moments.



Supporting Scriptures

. 1 Corinthians 1:27
. Hebrews 13:2
. Galatians 6:1

Spiritual Lesson
Encouragement and obedience can help restore others.
Application

. Never underestimate small acts of obedience.
. God may call us to help difficult people.
. Qrace restores broken lives.

Discussion Questions

1. Why was Ananias hesitant?
2.How does God use ordinary believers today?
3. Who may need encouragement or restoration in your

life?

5. A Transformed Life Becomes a Powerful Witness
Acts 9:20-22

Immediately after his conversion, Saul began preaching
Jesus boldly.



Key Change

. The persecutor became the preacher.
. The enemy of the Church became one of its greatest
leaders.

Supporting Scriptures

. 2 Corinthians 5:17
. Romans 1:16
. Galatians 2:20

Spiritual Lesson

A real encounter with Jesus changes both 1dentity and
mission.

Application

. Your testimony has power.
. God can redeem your past.
. Transformation should produce action.

Discussion Questions

1. What evidence showed Saul had truly changed?
2. Why are personal testimonies powerful?
3.How can God use your story for His glory?

Major Themes in Paul’s Conversion



1. Grace
Paul did not earn salvation; he received mercy.
1 Timothy 1:15-16

“Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners...”

2. Transformation

Jesus completely changed Saul’s heart, purpose, and
identity.

2 Corinthians 5:17

“If anyone 1s in Christ, he 1s a new creation.”

3. Calling
God had a mission for Paul’s life.
Acts 9:15

“He 1s a chosen instrument of Mine...”

4. Obedience

Ananias obeyed even when it was uncomfortable.



John 14:15

“If you love Me, keep My commands.”

S. Boldness
The Holy Spirit empowered Paul to preach fearlessly.
Romans 1:16

“I am not ashamed of the gospel...”

Key Verses to Remember

Acts 9:3

“Suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him.”
Acts 9:4

“Saul, Saul, why do you persecute Me?”

Acts 9:15

“He 1s a chosen instrument of Mine...”

Acts 9:20

“At once he began to preach...”



Life Application
Ask Yourself

. Have I truly encountered Jesus personally?
. Is there spiritual pride in my life?

. Am I resisting God’s direction?

. Is my life reflecting transformation?

. How can God use my testimony?

Closing Challenge

Paul’s road to Damascus reminds us that Jesus specializes
in transforming lives. No past is too dark, no heart too
hard, and no person too far gone for God’s grace. Jesus
still interrupts lives, changes hearts, and calls people into
His purpose.

The same God who transformed Saul into Paul can
transform us today.



