
Bible Study Guide: Surrender Before Success 

Primary Scripture: 

Proverbs 16:3 – “Commit to the Lord whatever you do, 

and He will establish your plans.”  

 

BIG IDEA 

True success in God’s kingdom begins with surrender. 

When we release our plans and submit to God’s will, He 

establishes a path that leads to purpose, abundance, and 

lasting impact. 

 

THEME 

“Before success, there must be surrender.”  

 

STUDY OVERVIEW 

This study explores how our definition of success often 

conflicts with God’s design—and how surrendering our 

will transforms our lives, priorities, and outcomes. 

 

SECTION 1: UNDERSTANDING GODLY SUCCESS 



Key Insight 

We often define success through personal achievement, 

control, and outcomes—but God defines success through 

obedience, surrender, and alignment with His will. 

Supporting Scriptures 

• Joshua 1:8 – Success comes from obedience to 

God’s Word  

• Matthew 6:33 – Seek first the Kingdom, and 

everything else follows  

• Proverbs 3:5–6 – Trusting God leads to straight 

paths  

Teaching Point 

Success isn’t something we create—it’s something God 

establishes when we align with Him. 

Discussion Questions 

1. How do you currently define success in your life?  

2. Where might your definition differ from God’s?  

3. What would it look like to let God define success for 

you?  

 

SECTION 2: YOUR SYSTEM VS. GOD’S SYSTEM 

Key Insight 



Your “system” is your way of thinking, planning, and 

living. If your system doesn’t change, you cannot fully 

experience God’s will.  

Supporting Scriptures 

• Romans 12:2 – Be transformed by renewing your 

mind  

• Isaiah 55:8–9 – God’s ways are higher than ours  

• Colossians 3:2 – Set your mind on things above  

Teaching Point 

You cannot fit God into your existing system—you must 

adopt His system. 

Practical Application 

• Identify areas where your plans override God’s 

direction  

• Begin aligning daily decisions with Scripture and 

prayer  

• Replace control with trust  

Discussion Questions 

1. What “system” are you currently operating under?  

2. Where is God asking you to change your thinking?  

3. What habits need to shift for God to take priority?  

 



SECTION 3: THE POWER OF SURRENDER 

Key Insight 

Surrender is not weakness—it is the gateway to 

transformation and true success.  

Supporting Scriptures 

• Luke 9:23 – Deny yourself and follow Jesus  

• Galatians 2:20 – Living a surrendered life in Christ  

• James 4:7–10 – Humble yourselves before the Lord  

Teaching Point 

Before God builds your future, He reshapes your heart. 

Spiritual Truth 

When you surrender your will, you: 

• Gain new vision  

• Receive a transformed heart  

• Walk a new path designed by God  

Discussion Questions 

1. What areas of your life are hardest to surrender?  

2. Why do we resist surrender?  

3. What would full surrender look like for you this 

week?  



 

SECTION 4: GOD ESTABLISHES YOUR PATH 

Key Insight 

When we commit our ways to the Lord, He doesn’t just 

guide us—He establishes us. 

Supporting Scriptures 

• Psalm 37:5 – Commit your way to the Lord  

• Jeremiah 29:11 – God’s plans bring hope and a 

future  

• Psalm 20:4 – May He give you the desires of your 

heart  

Teaching Point 

God’s establishment is stronger than our effort. His plans 

are secure, purposeful, and eternal. 

Life Application 

• Stop striving for control  

• Start trusting God’s process  

• Let God define the outcome  

Discussion Questions 

1. Do you trust God to establish your plans?  

2. Where are you still trying to control outcomes?  



3. How can you practice daily commitment to God?  

 

SECTION 5: LIVING A SURRENDERED LIFE 

Key Insight 

A surrendered life produces: 

• Abundant life  

• A legacy of faith  

• A life that honors God  

Supporting Scriptures 

• John 10:10 – Jesus brings abundant life  

• Matthew 5:16 – Live to glorify God  

• 2 Timothy 4:7–8 – Finishing life faithfully  

Teaching Point 

Surrender isn’t a one-time decision—it’s a daily lifestyle. 

Practical Steps 

1. Start each day in surrender through prayer  

2. Evaluate decisions through God’s will  

3. Stay flexible to God’s leading  

4. Trust God even when outcomes are unclear  

Discussion Questions 



1. What daily habits help you stay surrendered?  

2. How can you keep God at the center of your plans?  

3. What kind of legacy are you building?  

 

PRAYER FOCUS 

Prayer Theme: Surrendering to God’s Will 

“Father, we surrender our plans, our desires, and our 

systems to You. Let Your will become our way of 

thinking, living, and deciding. Establish our lives 

according to Your purpose, and lead us into a life that 

honors You and reflects Your glory. In Jesus’ name, 

Amen.”  

 

KEY TAKEAWAYS 

• Success begins with surrender  

• Your system must change to align with God  

• God transforms what you surrender  

• When you commit to Him, He establishes your path  

• A surrendered life leads to purpose and legacy  

 


