
Study Guide on Proverbs 30 

“Wisdom, Humility, Contentment, and Reverence for 

God” 

Overview of Proverbs 30 

Book of Proverbs Proverbs 30 contains the sayings of 

Agur, a man who speaks with deep humility about human 

weakness, the greatness of God, and the importance of 

wisdom. This chapter highlights themes of humility, 

contentment, self-control, reverence for God, and learning 

from creation itself. 

Unlike many sections of Proverbs that emphasize 

confidence in wisdom, Proverbs 30 begins with an honest 

admission of human limitation. It reminds believers that 

true wisdom begins when people recognize their need for 

God and trust His truth above human understanding. 

 

Key Theme 

True wisdom begins with humility before God, 

contentment in His provision, and reverence for His 

truth and authority. 

 

Historical Context 



Proverbs 30 is attributed to Agur son of Jakeh (Proverbs 

30:1), a figure not widely known elsewhere in Scripture. 

His sayings reflect the style of Hebrew wisdom literature, 

using observations from daily life and nature to teach 

spiritual truths. 

The chapter repeatedly points to the greatness of God and 

the limitations of human understanding, emphasizing 

humility and dependence on God rather than pride or self-

sufficiency. 

 

Five Major Lessons from Proverbs 30 

 

1. Wisdom Begins With Humility 

Key Scripture 

“Surely I am more brutish than any man, and have not the 

understanding of a man.” — Proverbs 30:2 

Explanation 

Agur begins by acknowledging his human weakness and 

limited understanding. True wisdom starts when people 

stop pretending they know everything and humbly 

recognize their need for God’s guidance. 



Pride blocks wisdom, but humility opens the heart to 

learning and spiritual growth. 

Supporting Scriptures 

• James 4:6  

• 1 Corinthians 8:2  

• Psalm 25:9  

Application 

• Remain teachable before God and others.  

• Admit when you need wisdom and guidance.  

• Reject pride and self-sufficiency.  

Discussion Questions 

1. Why is humility essential for wisdom?  

2. How does pride limit spiritual growth?  

3. What areas of life require greater humility?  

Sticky Quote 

“The first step toward wisdom is admitting how much 

you still need God.” 

 

2. God’s Word Is Perfect and Trustworthy 

Key Scripture 



“Every word of God is pure: he is a shield unto them that 

put their trust in him.” — Proverbs 30:5 

Explanation 

God’s Word is flawless, dependable, and trustworthy. 

Human opinions and philosophies change, but God’s truth 

remains constant. 

Wisdom builds life upon God’s truth rather than unstable 

human understanding. 

Supporting Scriptures 

• Psalm 119:105  

• 2 Timothy 3:16–17  

• Matthew 24:35  

Application 

• Read and study Scripture consistently.  

• Trust God’s truth above cultural opinions.  

• Use God’s Word as guidance for daily decisions.  

Discussion Questions 

1. Why is God’s Word trustworthy?  

2. What happens when people reject biblical truth?  

3. How can believers build their lives on Scripture?  

Sticky Quote 



“God’s truth remains steady when everything else 

shifts.” 

 

3. Contentment Protects the Heart 

Key Scripture 

“Give me neither poverty nor riches; feed me with food 

convenient for me.” — Proverbs 30:8 

Explanation 

Agur prays for balance and contentment, recognizing that 

both poverty and wealth can create spiritual dangers. Too 

much wealth can lead to pride and independence from 

God, while severe lack can lead to desperation and 

temptation. 

Wisdom seeks contentment rather than endless pursuit of 

more. 

Supporting Scriptures 

• Philippians 4:11–12  

• 1 Timothy 6:6–8  

• Hebrews 13:5  

Application 

• Practice gratitude daily.  



• Avoid greed and comparison.  

• Trust God to provide what you truly need.  

Discussion Questions 

1. Why is contentment difficult?  

2. How does greed affect spiritual life?  

3. What does biblical contentment look like?  

Sticky Quote 

“Contentment grows when gratitude becomes stronger 

than comparison.” 

 

4. Pride and Arrogance Lead to Destruction 

Key Scripture 

“There is a generation, O how lofty are their eyes! and 

their eyelids are lifted up.” — Proverbs 30:13 

Explanation 

Pride creates spiritual blindness and leads people away 

from humility, compassion, and dependence on God. 

Proverbs warns about arrogance that elevates self while 

ignoring God and others. 

Wisdom walks humbly and recognizes every blessing 

comes from God. 



Supporting Scriptures 

• Proverbs 16:18  

• James 4:10  

• Philippians 2:3  

Application 

• Guard against pride and self-centeredness.  

• Treat others with humility and compassion.  

• Give God glory for every success and blessing.  

Discussion Questions 

1. Why is pride spiritually dangerous?  

2. How does humility strengthen relationships?  

3. What are signs of arrogance in everyday life?  

Sticky Quote 

“Pride elevates self while wisdom bows before God.” 

 

5. Creation Reveals Lessons About Wisdom 

Key Scripture 

“There be four things which are little upon the earth, but 

they are exceeding wise…” — Proverbs 30:24 

Explanation 



Agur points to small creatures like ants and spiders to 

demonstrate wisdom, diligence, preparation, cooperation, 

and perseverance. God’s creation teaches important 

spiritual lessons when people observe carefully. 

Wisdom notices the lessons God places throughout 

everyday life. 

Supporting Scriptures 

• Romans 1:20  

• Psalm 19:1  

• Proverbs 6:6–8  

Application 

• Learn from God’s creation and everyday experiences.  

• Practice diligence and preparation.  

• Stay observant and spiritually aware.  

Discussion Questions 

1. Why does God use creation to teach wisdom?  

2. What spiritual lessons can nature reveal?  

3. How does observation strengthen understanding?  

Sticky Quote 

“Wisdom often notices lessons hidden in ordinary 

things.” 

 



Major Themes in Proverbs 30 

Theme Meaning 

Humility 
True wisdom begins with dependence on 

God 

God’s Word Scripture is trustworthy and pure 

Contentment Gratitude protects against greed 

Pride Arrogance leads away from God 

Creation Everyday life reveals spiritual lessons 

Wisdom 
Wise living grows through humility and 

reverence 

 

Life Application 

Proverbs 30 challenges believers to examine: 

• Their humility before God  

• Their trust in Scripture  

• Their level of contentment and gratitude  

• Their struggle with pride or self-sufficiency  

• Their willingness to learn from God’s creation and 

wisdom  

Wisdom grows through humility, reverence, gratitude, 

and dependence on God. 

 



Final Reflection 

Proverbs 30 teaches that true wisdom belongs to those 

who humbly seek God, trust His Word, remain content 

with His provision, and walk carefully before Him. The 

chapter reminds believers that spiritual maturity begins 

not with pride in knowledge, but with reverence for God 

and dependence on His truth. 

Final Challenge 

Ask yourself: 

• Am I walking humbly before God?  

• Do I trust God’s Word fully?  

• Am I content with God’s provision?  

• Is pride affecting my spiritual growth?  

• Am I learning from the wisdom God places around 

me?  

 

Closing Prayer 

“Lord, teach me humility and wisdom. Help me trust 

Your Word completely and remain content with Your 

provision. Guard my heart from pride, greed, and self-

sufficiency, and help me walk in reverence and 

dependence on You daily. Open my eyes to the wisdom 



You reveal through Your truth and creation, and shape my 

life according to Your will. Amen.” 

 


