
HOPE THAT LIVES 

Sermon Study Guide 

1 Peter 1:3–9 

Key Theme: Biblical hope is not wishful thinking—it 

is a living confidence rooted in the resurrection of 

Jesus Christ. 

Key Verse 

"In His great mercy He has given us new birth into a 

living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 

from the dead." — 1 Peter 1:3 

 

Opening Discussion 

Icebreaker Questions 

1. What are people hoping for today? 

 

2. How is biblical hope different from wishful 

thinking? 

 



Background 

Peter wrote to believers facing hardship, 

persecution, and uncertainty. Rather than focusing 

on their struggles, he pointed them toward the living 

hope found in Jesus Christ. 

Main Idea: 

Their circumstances were difficult, but their 

_____________ was secure. 

 

1. HOPE BEGINS WITH THE RESURRECTION 

Scripture 

1 Peter 1:3 

Fill in the Blank 

Our hope is alive because ___________ is alive. 

Christian hope is not based on circumstances, 

feelings, finances, or government. It is based on the 

historical reality that Jesus __________ from the 

dead. 

If Christ conquered __________, He can overcome 

every challenge we face. 



Biblical Example 

Mary Magdalene (John 20) 

Mary arrived at the tomb in grief, but her sorrow was 

transformed into hope when she encountered the 

risen Christ. 

Discussion Questions 

1. Why is the resurrection essential to Christian 

hope? 

2. What happens when we place our hope in 

circumstances rather than Christ? 

3. How does knowing Jesus is alive affect your 

daily life? 

Personal Application 

What situation in your life needs the hope of the 

resurrection today? 

 

Takeaway 

Hope is not something we manufacture. 

It is something we __________ through Christ. 

 



2. HOPE LOOKS BEYOND THIS LIFE 

Scripture 

1 Peter 1:4 

Fill in the Blank 

Believers possess an eternal ___________________. 

Everything in this world will eventually __________, 

break down, or fade away. 

Our greatest treasure is kept in _____________. 

Biblical Example 

Abraham (Hebrews 11:8–10) 

Abraham lived as a stranger on earth because he 

was looking forward to a heavenly city built by God. 

Discussion Questions 

1. What earthly things are people tempted to place 

their hope in? 

2. How does an eternal perspective change our 

priorities? 

3. Why is it comforting to know our inheritance is 

secure? 



Personal Application 

What temporary thing are you tempted to trust more 

than God? 

 

Takeaway 

Hope grows stronger when we remember that 

__________ is our ultimate destination. 

 

3. HOPE ENDURES THROUGH TRIALS 

Scripture 

1 Peter 1:6–7 

Fill in the Blank 

Trials test our __________ but do not destroy God's 

purposes. 

God uses trials to __________ our faith just as fire 

refines gold. 

Often our greatest growth happens during our 

hardest __________. 



Biblical Example 

Joseph (Genesis 37–50) 

Joseph experienced betrayal, slavery, false 

accusations, and imprisonment, yet God used every 

trial to prepare him for His purpose. 

Discussion Questions 

1. What trial has strengthened your faith the most? 

2. Why does God sometimes allow difficulties? 

3. How can hardship deepen our hope instead of 

destroying it? 

Personal Application 

What challenge is God using to strengthen your faith 

today? 

 

Takeaway 

God often develops our strongest faith during our 

hardest __________. 

 



4. HOPE TRUSTS WHAT IT CANNOT SEE 

Scripture 

1 Peter 1:8 

Fill in the Blank 

Faith and __________ walk together. 

Hope believes God's promises even when we cannot 

see the __________. 

We can trust God's character even when we do not 

understand His __________. 

Biblical Example 

Thomas (John 20:24–29) 

Thomas wanted visible proof, but Jesus declared a 

blessing on those who believe without seeing. 

Discussion Questions 

1. Why is it difficult to trust what we cannot see? 

2. What promises of God are you currently holding 

onto? 

3. How does faith strengthen hope? 



Personal Application 

Which promise of God do you need to trust more 

fully this week? 

 

Takeaway 

Hope is confidence in God's character even when 

His plan is not fully visible. 

 

5. HOPE PRODUCES JOY 

Scripture 

1 Peter 1:8–9 

Fill in the Blank 

Hope leads to __________. 

Biblical joy is deeper than ___________________. 

Happiness depends on circumstances. 

Joy depends on __________. 

Biblical Example 

Paul and Silas (Acts 16:22–34) 



Even in prison, Paul and Silas worshiped because 

their confidence remained in God. 

Discussion Questions 

1. What is the difference between joy and 

happiness? 

2. How can believers experience joy during difficult 

seasons? 

3. What role does hope play in producing joy? 

Personal Application 

What would it look like to choose joy in your current 

circumstances? 

 

Takeaway 

A hopeful believer can remain joyful because God is 

still __________. 

 

Reflection Questions 

1. Where have you placed your hope recently? 

 



2. What trial are you facing that requires deeper 

trust in God? 

 

3. How does the resurrection strengthen your hope 

today? 

 

4. What promise of God do you need to remember 

this week? 

 

5. How can you encourage someone who feels 

hopeless? 

 

 

Final Challenge 

Peter reminds us that hope is not merely a future 

promise—it is a present reality. 

Because Jesus rose from the dead, believers have a 

living hope that: 

• Survives every trial 

• Reaches beyond every disappointment 



• Points toward an eternal inheritance 

Final Fill in the Blank 

Because Jesus rose from the dead, my hope is 

__________. 

My future is __________. 

God is still __________. 

 

Closing Prayer 

Lord, thank You for the living hope we have through 

Jesus Christ. When trials come, help us trust Your 

promises. Remind us that our future is secure in 

You. Fill us with faith, joy, and confidence as we walk 

through every season of life. In Jesus' name, Amen. 
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