
Bible Study Guide: Faith Working Through Love 

Scripture 

Galatians 5:6 

"For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor 
uncircumcision counts for anything, but only faith 
working through love." (ESV) 

Theme 

Genuine Faith Expresses Itself Through Love 

Introduction 

Faith is at the heart of the Christian life, but genuine 
faith is never passive. It transforms the heart and is 
revealed through love for God and others. In 
Galatians 5:6, Paul teaches that religious rituals and 
outward appearances do not make a person right 
with God. What truly matters is a faith in Jesus 
Christ that is active, growing, and expressed through 
loving actions. 

Background 

The Galatian believers were being pressured to 
adopt Jewish customs, particularly circumcision, as 
a requirement for salvation. Paul firmly rejected this 
idea, explaining that outward religious practices 



cannot save anyone. Instead, what matters most is 
faith in Christ that produces a life characterized by 
love. This love is the natural result of a transformed 
heart and the work of the Holy Spirit. 

Key Lessons 

1. Faith Is the Foundation of the Christian Life 

Salvation comes through faith in Jesus Christ alone. 
Our relationship with God is built on trusting in 
Christ's finished work, not on religious rituals or 
personal achievements. 

Key Truth: Faith, not religious performance, makes 
us right with God. 

2. Love Is the Evidence of Genuine Faith 

Paul explains that true faith "works through love." 
When our faith is real, it influences how we treat 
others, leading us to show compassion, kindness, 
forgiveness, and humility. 

Key Truth: Genuine faith is demonstrated by loving 
actions. 

3. Religious Rituals Cannot Replace a Changed 
Heart 



Circumcision and other external practices had 
become a source of pride and division. Paul reminds 
believers that God is concerned with the condition of 
the heart rather than outward appearances. 

Key Truth: God values a transformed heart more 
than outward religious practices. 

4. Love Reflects the Character of Christ 

Jesus demonstrated perfect love through His life, 
death, and resurrection. As His followers, we are 
called to reflect that same sacrificial love in our 
relationships with others. 

Key Truth: Christ's love should shape the way we 
live and serve. 

Reflection Questions 

1. What does it mean for faith to "work through 
love"? 

2. How can you tell the difference between 
religious activity and genuine faith? 

3. In what ways can you better demonstrate 
Christ's love to those around you? 

4. Are there areas where your actions do not 
reflect the faith you profess? 

5. How can the Holy Spirit help you grow in love 
this week? 



Application 

Look for intentional opportunities this week to put 
your faith into action. Encourage someone who is 
discouraged, forgive someone who has hurt you, 
serve a person in need, or show kindness without 
expecting anything in return. Let your actions reflect 
the love of Christ and demonstrate the reality of your 
faith. 

Prayer 

Heavenly Father, thank You for saving me by Your 
grace through faith in Jesus Christ. Help my faith to 
be active and evident through the way I love others. 
Fill me with Your Holy Spirit so that my words, 
attitudes, and actions reflect the compassion and 
kindness of Christ. Teach me to love as You have 
loved me and to live out my faith each day. In Jesus' 
name, Amen. 

Cross References 

• John 13:34-35 
• James 2:17-18 
• 1 Corinthians 13:1-7 
• Ephesians 2:8-10 
• 1 John 3:18 
• 1 John 4:7-12 



Memory Verse 

"For in Christ Jesus... only faith working through 
love." (Galatians 5:6) 

Life Application 

Faith is more than believing the right truths—it is 
living them out. As you grow closer to Christ, your 
faith should become visible through love, 
compassion, forgiveness, generosity, and service. 
Ask yourself each day, "How can I show Christ's 
love to someone today?" When faith is alive, love 
becomes its unmistakable expression. 

 


