
Bible Study Guide: Living in the Truth of the Gospel 

Scripture 

Galatians 2:5 

"To them we did not yield in submission even for a 
moment, so that the truth of the gospel might be preserved 
for you." (ESV) 

Theme 

Stand Firm to Protect the Truth of the Gospel 

Introduction 

The gospel of Jesus Christ is the foundation of the 
Christian faith. It proclaims that we are saved by God's 
grace through faith in Jesus Christ—not by human effort, 
religious traditions, or good works. In Galatians 2:5, Paul 
demonstrates unwavering courage by refusing to 
compromise this truth. His determination protected the 
purity of the gospel for future generations of believers. 
Today, Christians are called to stand firmly on God's Word 
and faithfully uphold the truth of the gospel in a world filled 

with competing ideas. 

Background 

Paul wrote the letter to the Galatians to confront false 
teachers who claimed that Gentile believers had to follow 
the Jewish law, including circumcision, in order to be fully 
accepted by God. During a meeting with the leaders of the 
early church in Jerusalem, Paul refused to give in to these 



demands because they threatened the heart of the gospel. 
His concern was not merely winning an argument but 
preserving the message that salvation comes by grace 

alone through faith in Christ alone. 

Key Lessons 

1. The Truth of the Gospel Must Be Protected 

Paul recognized that even small compromises could 
distort the message of salvation. He stood firm because 
the gospel is God's truth and must remain unchanged. 

Key Truth: The gospel is unchanging and must be 
faithfully proclaimed. 

2. Salvation Is by Grace Through Faith 

No religious ritual, human achievement, or good work can 
earn God's favor. Jesus Christ has already accomplished 
everything necessary for our salvation through His death 

and resurrection. 

Key Truth: We are saved by God's grace through faith in 
Christ alone. 

3. Courage Is Needed to Stand for Truth 

Standing for biblical truth may bring opposition, criticism, 
or misunderstanding. Paul shows that faithfulness to God 
sometimes requires courage and conviction. 

Key Truth: God strengthens His people to stand firm even 
when it is difficult. 



4. Preserving the Gospel Blesses Future Generations 

Paul defended the gospel not only for his own time but 
also for those who would believe in Christ after him. Our 
commitment to biblical truth helps others know the true 
message of salvation. 

Key Truth: Faithfully preserving God's truth impacts 
generations to come. 

Reflection Questions 

1. Why was Paul unwilling to compromise the truth of 
the gospel? 

2. What are some ways the gospel can be 
misunderstood or distorted today? 

3. How can you grow in your understanding of God's 
Word so you can recognize false teaching? 

4. Have you ever faced pressure to compromise your 
faith? How did you respond? 

5. What practical steps can you take to stand firmly for 
the truth while showing love and grace to others? 

Application 

Commit yourself to knowing the gospel by regularly 
studying Scripture and spending time in prayer. Evaluate 
your beliefs and practices in light of God's Word rather 
than cultural opinions or traditions. When opportunities 
arise, speak the truth of the gospel with humility, courage, 
and love. Remember that protecting the truth is not about 
winning arguments but about helping people experience 
the freedom and salvation found in Jesus Christ. 



Prayer 

Heavenly Father, thank You for the truth of the gospel and 
for the salvation You have provided through Jesus Christ. 
Help me to remain faithful to Your Word and give me the 
courage to stand firm when my faith is challenged. Guard 
my heart from error and help me to share the gospel with 
both truth and love. May my life reflect the hope and 
freedom found in Christ alone. In Jesus' name, Amen. 

Cross References 

• John 8:31-32 
• Romans 1:16-17 
• Ephesians 2:8-9 
• Philippians 1:27 
• 2 Timothy 1:13-14 
• Jude 3 

Memory Verse 

"To them we did not yield in submission even for a 
moment, so that the truth of the gospel might be preserved 
for you." (Galatians 2:5) 

Life Application 

The truth of the gospel is a priceless treasure that has the 
power to change lives. As followers of Christ, we are 
called to know it, believe it, live it, and share it faithfully. 
Stand firm on God's Word, refuse to compromise biblical 
truth, and let your life reflect the grace and freedom found 
in Jesus. When you remain rooted in the gospel, you 



become a faithful witness who helps others discover the 
hope of salvation. 

Weekly Challenge 

This week, read through Galatians chapters 1 and 2, 
paying close attention to Paul's defense of the gospel. 
Write down three truths about salvation that strengthen 
your faith. Then pray for an opportunity to encourage 
someone by sharing the message of God's grace through 

Jesus Christ. 

 


