
Bible Study Guide: Never Boast Except in the 
Cross 

Scripture 

Galatians 6:14 

"But far be it from me to boast except in the cross of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been 
crucified to me, and I to the world." (ESV) 

Theme 

The Cross Is the Believer's Only Boast and Hope 

Introduction 

The cross of Jesus Christ is the foundation of the 
Christian faith. It is where God's justice and mercy 
met, where sin was defeated, and where salvation 
was made available to all who believe. As Paul 
concludes his letter to the Galatians, he declares 
that the cross is his only reason for boasting. Rather 
than placing confidence in personal achievements, 
religious rituals, or worldly success, Paul points to 
the finished work of Christ as the source of his hope, 
identity, and salvation. 

Background 



Throughout the letter to the Galatians, Paul defends 
the gospel of grace against false teachers who 
insisted that salvation required obedience to the 
Jewish law. In his closing remarks, Paul contrasts 
their pride in outward religious practices with his own 
confidence in the cross of Christ. He reminds 
believers that the cross has changed everything—it 
has broken the power of sin, reconciled us to God, 
and transformed the way we live. 

Key Lessons 

1. The Cross Is Our Only Hope 

Paul refused to boast in anything except the cross 
because it is through Christ's sacrifice that we 
receive forgiveness, salvation, and eternal life. 

Key Truth: Our salvation is based entirely on what 
Jesus accomplished on the cross. 

2. We Cannot Boast in Ourselves 

Human accomplishments, religious achievements, 
and good works cannot earn God's favor. Every 
believer stands before God by His grace alone. 

Key Truth: All glory belongs to Christ, not to us. 

3. The Cross Changes Our Priorities 



Paul says that through the cross, "the world has 
been crucified to me, and I to the world." The values 
and pursuits that once controlled him no longer held 
the same importance. 

Key Truth: Following Christ transforms the way we 
think, live, and make decisions. 

4. Our Identity Is Found in Christ 

Because of the cross, believers are forgiven, 
redeemed, and made new. Our worth is no longer 
defined by success, status, or failure but by our 
relationship with Jesus. 

Key Truth: The cross gives us a new identity and a 
new purpose. 

Reflection Questions 

1. What does it mean to "boast" in the cross of 
Christ? 

2. Are there areas where you are tempted to place 
confidence in your own achievements rather 
than God's grace? 

3. How has the cross changed your priorities and 
perspective on life? 

4. What does your identity in Christ mean to you 
personally? 



5. How can you keep the message of the cross at 
the center of your daily life? 

Application 

Take time this week to reflect on what Jesus 
accomplished through His death on the cross. Read 
one of the Gospel accounts of the crucifixion and 
thank Him for His sacrifice. Whenever you are 
tempted to seek your identity in success, 
possessions, or the approval of others, remember 
that your greatest value is found in belonging to 
Christ. Let the cross shape your decisions, attitudes, 
and relationships. 

Prayer 

Heavenly Father, thank You for the gift of salvation 
through the cross of Jesus Christ. Forgive me for the 
times I place my confidence in my own abilities 
instead of Your grace. Help me to boast only in 
Christ and to live each day in gratitude for His 
sacrifice. May the cross remain the foundation of my 
faith, the source of my hope, and the motivation for 
my obedience. In Jesus' name, Amen. 

Cross References 

• 1 Corinthians 1:18 
• 1 Corinthians 1:30-31 



• 2 Corinthians 5:17 
• Philippians 3:7-9 
• Colossians 2:13-15 
• Hebrews 12:2 

Memory Verse 

"But far be it from me to boast except in the cross of 
our Lord Jesus Christ." (Galatians 6:14) 

Life Application 

The cross is more than a symbol—it is the 
foundation of our faith and the source of our hope. 
Every day, choose to place your confidence in what 
Christ has done rather than in what you can 
accomplish. Let the cross remind you that you are 
loved, forgiven, redeemed, and called to live for 
God's glory. As you keep the cross at the center of 
your life, your words, choices, and relationships will 
reflect the transforming power of Jesus Christ. 

 


