
Philippians Daily Walk 

Theme 2: Correction 

Day 6 — Philippians 3:18–19 

Beware of Worldliness 

Key Scripture 

"For, as I have often told you before and now tell you 

again even with tears, many live as enemies of the cross 

of Christ. Their destiny is destruction, their god is their 

stomach, and their glory is in their shame. Their mind is 

set on earthly things." — Philippians 3:18-19 

 

Introduction 

One of the greatest dangers facing believers is not always 

open opposition to Christianity—it is the subtle pull of 

worldliness. Worldliness happens when our desires, 

priorities, and values become more shaped by the culture 

around us than by Christ. 

Paul writes these words with deep emotion. He says he 

speaks "even with tears." This is not a harsh 

condemnation but a heartfelt warning. Paul knows that 

many people claim to know God while living lives 



centered on themselves, their pleasures, and temporary 

pursuits. 

The challenge for every believer is to ask: Am I living 

for what is temporary or for what is eternal? 

The world tells us to pursue comfort, success, pleasure, 

popularity, and possessions. Christ calls us to pursue 

holiness, obedience, humility, and eternal treasure. 

 

Scripture Focus 

Philippians 3:18-19 

"For, as I have often told you before and now tell you 

again even with tears, many live as enemies of the cross 

of Christ. Their destiny is destruction, their god is their 

stomach, and their glory is in their shame. Their mind is 

set on earthly things." 

 

Historical Context 

The church in Philippi lived in a Roman culture that 

celebrated wealth, power, status, and pleasure. Many 

people were more concerned with personal advancement 

than spiritual growth. 



Paul warns believers about individuals who profess faith 

but whose lives contradict the Gospel. Their priorities 

reveal their true allegiance. Rather than living under the 

lordship of Christ, they are controlled by earthly desires. 

This warning remains relevant today because the 

pressures of culture continue to compete with our 

commitment to Christ. 

 

What This Passage Teaches Us 

1. Worldliness Begins in the Mind 

Paul says, "Their mind is set on earthly things." 

Before worldliness appears in our actions, it begins in our 

thinking. 

Whatever captures our attention eventually influences our 

behavior. 

When our minds are consumed by: 

• Money  

• Status  

• Entertainment  

• Success  

• Personal comfort  

our spiritual focus can slowly fade. 



Supporting Scripture 

"Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be 

transformed by the renewing of your mind." — Romans 

12:2 

Biblical Example 

Lot gradually moved closer to Sodom until its values 

shaped his life and family (Genesis 13-19). 

Application 

What occupies most of your thoughts throughout the day? 

 

2. We Become Controlled by What We Worship 

Paul says, "Their god is their stomach." 

Paul is describing people who allow their desires to 

become their master. 

A person's god is whatever controls their decisions. 

Modern idols may include: 

• Wealth  

• Career  

• Social approval  

• Entertainment  



• Comfort  

• Personal ambition  

Supporting Scripture 

"You cannot serve both God and money." — Matthew 

6:24 

Biblical Example 

The rich young ruler valued his possessions more than 

following Jesus (Mark 10:17-22). 

Application 

What competes with God for first place in your life? 

 

3. The Cross Calls Us to a Different Life 

Paul describes some people as "enemies of the cross." 

The cross represents: 

• Sacrifice  

• Humility  

• Obedience  

• Surrender  

• Self-denial  



Worldliness encourages self-promotion and self-

gratification. 

The Gospel calls believers to follow Christ's example. 

Supporting Scripture 

"Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves 

and take up their cross daily and follow me." — Luke 

9:23 

Biblical Example 

Jesus willingly humbled Himself and became obedient to 

death on a cross (Philippians 2:8). 

Application 

What area of your life requires greater surrender to 

Christ? 

 

4. Temporary Things Never Fully Satisfy 

The world promises happiness through possessions, 

achievements, and experiences. 

Yet these things never fully satisfy the deepest needs of 

the human heart. 

Only Christ provides lasting fulfillment. 



Supporting Scripture 

"What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, yet 

forfeit their soul?" — Mark 8:36 

Biblical Example 

King Solomon pursued wealth, pleasure, wisdom, and 

success, only to conclude that life without God is 

meaningless (Ecclesiastes 2). 

Application 

Where are you tempted to seek fulfillment apart from 

God? 

 

5. Believers Must Live with an Eternal Perspective 

Just a few verses later, Paul reminds believers: 

"But our citizenship is in heaven." (Philippians 3:20) 

Christians live in the world but are not called to be shaped 

by it. 

An eternal perspective changes: 

• How we spend money  

• How we use time  

• How we treat people  



• How we face hardship  

• How we define success  

Supporting Scripture 

"Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things." 

— Colossians 3:2 

Biblical Example 

Abraham lived as a stranger on earth because he was 

looking forward to God's eternal city (Hebrews 11:10). 

Application 

How would your priorities change if you focused more on 

eternity? 

 

Warning Signs of Worldliness 

Consider these questions: 

• Am I more excited about earthly success than 

spiritual growth?  

• Do I spend more time pursuing entertainment than 

pursuing God?  

• Am I influenced more by culture than by Scripture?  

• Do I find my identity in Christ or in achievements?  

• Have temporary concerns crowded out eternal 

priorities?  



These questions are not meant to produce guilt but honest 

reflection. 

 

Discussion Questions 

1. What does Paul mean when he says their minds are 

set on earthly things?  

2. Why is worldliness often difficult to recognize?  

3. What are some modern-day idols people struggle 

with?  

4. How does the cross challenge the values of the 

world?  

5. What areas of your life are most vulnerable to 

worldly influence?  

6. How can believers maintain an eternal perspective?  

7. What practical changes can help keep Christ first?  

 

Personal Reflection 

Take inventory of your priorities. 

Ask yourself: 

• What do I think about most?  

• What do I spend my time pursuing?  

• What do I fear losing?  

• What brings me the greatest joy?  



Your answers often reveal what sits on the throne of your 

heart. 

Invite God to reveal anything that has become more 

important than Him. 

 

Weekly Challenge 

For the next seven days: 

Examine 

Identify one area where worldly priorities have gained 

influence. 

Replace 

Spend time in Scripture instead of one distracting activity. 

Invest 

Do one thing each day with an eternal purpose: 

• Encourage someone  

• Pray for someone  

• Share your faith  

• Serve another person  

Reflect 



End each day by asking: 

"Did I live today for temporary things or eternal 

things?" 

 

Closing Prayer 

Father, help me recognize the subtle ways the world 

tries to shape my heart and mind. Forgive me when I 

place temporary desires above eternal truth. Teach me 

to keep my eyes fixed on Jesus and to live with an 

eternal perspective. May my thoughts, priorities, and 

actions reflect Your kingdom rather than the values of 

this world. Strengthen me to follow Christ faithfully 

and wholeheartedly. In Jesus' name, Amen. 

Key Takeaway 

Worldliness focuses on what is temporary; discipleship 

focuses on what is eternal. When Christ becomes our 

greatest desire, the things of this world lose their 

power to control us. 

 


