
BIBLE STUDY GUIDE: “A HEART THAT WEEPS” 

(Luke 19:41 – Jesus Weeps Over Jerusalem) 

Source:  

 

BIG IDEA 

Jesus’ heart breaks over lost and hardened hearts—He 

calls us to surrender fully and live intentionally so that our 

lives reflect His love and bring joy to the Kingdom. 

 

THEME 

Softening Our Hearts, Seizing Opportunities, and 

Living with Eternal Purpose 

 

CONTEXT (Historical + Biblical Setting) 
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• Found in Luke 19:41, as Jesus approaches Jerusalem.  

• Occurs during:  

o The triumphal entry (Palm Sunday)  

• While the crowd celebrates:  

o Jesus weeps  

• Why?  

o He knows many will reject Him  

o He sees hardened hearts  

o He understands the coming judgment  

 

MAIN POINT 1: JESUS HAS A HEART FOR THE 

LOST 

Key Scripture 

• Luke 19:41 – “He wept over it.”  

• Luke 19:10 – “To seek and save the lost.”  

Teaching Insight 

• Jesus’ tears reveal:  

o Deep compassion  

o Genuine love  

• He is not distant:  

o He feels the pain of rejection  

• His heart is:  



o Broken over those who don’t follow Him  

Application 

• Do you share Jesus’ heart for the lost?  

• Who in your life needs prayer and compassion?  

Sticky Quote 

“What breaks Jesus’ heart should break ours.” 

 

MAIN POINT 2: HARDENED HEARTS KEEP US 

FROM GOD 

Key Scripture 

• Hebrews 3:15 – “Do not harden your hearts…”  

• Ezekiel 36:26 – “I will give you a new heart…”  

Teaching Insight 

• Many in Jerusalem:  

o Saw Jesus  

o Heard Him  

o Still rejected Him  

• A hardened heart:  

o Resists truth  

o Avoids surrender  

• It develops through:  

o Pride  



o Sin  

o Repeated resistance  

Application 

• Are there areas where your heart is hardened?  

• What is God asking you to surrender?  

Sticky Quote 

“A hardened heart misses what God is doing.” 

 

MAIN POINT 3: SURRENDER IS ESSENTIAL TO 

FOLLOWING JESUS 

Key Scripture 

• Luke 9:23 – “Deny yourself…”  

• Romans 12:1 – “Offer your bodies as a living 

sacrifice…”  

Teaching Insight 

• Following Jesus requires:  

o Full surrender  

• Not partial:  

o Not occasional  

• True surrender means:  

o Letting go of control  

o Trusting God fully  



Application 

• What areas of your life are not surrendered?  

• What would full surrender look like?  

Sticky Quote 

“You can’t follow Jesus while holding onto control.” 

 

MAIN POINT 4: MISSED OPPORTUNITIES 

MATTER 

Key Scripture 

• Luke 19:44 – “You did not recognize the time…”  

• Ephesians 5:16 – “Make the most of every 

opportunity…”  

Teaching Insight 

• Jerusalem missed:  

o The moment of visitation  

o The opportunity to receive Christ  

• We also miss opportunities:  

o To serve  

o To love  

o To share  

Application 



• What opportunities have you missed?  

• How can you be more aware today?  

Sticky Quote 

“Missed moments can mean missed miracles.” 

 

MAIN POINT 5: GOD DESIRES A SOFT AND 

RESPONSIVE HEART 

Key Scripture 

• Psalm 51:17 – “A broken and contrite heart…”  

• James 4:8 – “Draw near to God…”  

Teaching Insight 

• A soft heart:  

o Responds quickly  

o Repents easily  

o Loves deeply  

• It is:  

o Open  

o Humble  

o Teachable  

Application 

• How responsive are you to God’s voice?  

• What can you do to soften your heart?  



Sticky Quote 

“A soft heart responds—while a hard heart resists.” 

 

MAIN POINT 6: OUR LIVES CAN BRING JOY TO 

HEAVEN 

Key Scripture 

• Luke 15:7 – “There is rejoicing in heaven…”  

• Zephaniah 3:17 – “He will rejoice over you…”  

Teaching Insight 

• Heaven celebrates:  

o Repentance  

o Salvation  

o Transformation  

• Our choices:  

o Matter eternally  

• We can:  

o Bring joy to God through obedience  

Application 

• What decisions can you make today that honor God?  

• How can your life reflect His joy?  

Sticky Quote 



“Your obedience brings celebration in heaven.” 

 

MAIN POINT 7: WE ARE CALLED TO SHARE 

THE GOOD NEWS 

Key Scripture 

• Matthew 28:19 – “Go and make disciples…”  

• Romans 10:14 – “How can they believe…?”  

Teaching Insight 

• We are not just:  

o Receivers of grace  

• We are:  

o Messengers  

o Witnesses  

• Sharing the gospel:  

o Creates eternal impact  

Application 

• Who can you share your faith with?  

• How can you be intentional about it?  

Sticky Quote 

“We are saved to share.” 

 



MAIN POINT 8: EVERY DAY IS AN 

OPPORTUNITY TO RETURN TO JESUS 

Key Scripture 

• Joel 2:12 – “Return to me with all your heart…”  

• 2 Corinthians 6:2 – “Now is the time…”  

Teaching Insight 

• No matter where you are:  

o You can return  

• Every moment:  

o Is a chance to repent  

o Is a chance to refocus  

• It’s never too late:  

o To come back  

o To start fresh  

Application 

• Do you need to return to Jesus today?  

• What step can you take right now?  

Sticky Quote 

“It’s never too late to come back to Jesus.” 

 

GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 



1. Why did Jesus weep over Jerusalem?  

2. What causes a hardened heart?  

3. Where do you struggle with surrender?  

4. How can you be more aware of opportunities?  

5. What does it mean to bring joy to heaven?  

6. Who can you share your faith with?  

 

PRACTICAL CHALLENGE 

• Take time to reflect and soften your heart before 

God.  

• Look for one opportunity today to serve or share your 

faith.  

• Make one intentional decision to follow Jesus more 

fully.  

 

FINAL ENCOURAGEMENT 

Jesus wept over those who missed Him— 

But today, you have a choice: 

Surrender, respond, and live with purpose. 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 



Father, 

Soften our hearts today. 

Help us not miss the moments You place before us. 

Give us the courage to surrender fully and follow You 

completely. 

Use our lives to bring joy to Your Kingdom. 

In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 


