
Study Guide on Proverbs 19 

“Wisdom for Character, Compassion, and Daily 

Living” 

Overview of Proverbs 19 

Book of Proverbs Proverbs 19 teaches practical wisdom 

for everyday life, emphasizing integrity, humility, 

compassion, discipline, patience, and reverence for God. 

The chapter repeatedly contrasts wise and foolish 

behavior, showing that true wisdom is not measured by 

wealth, status, or outward success, but by godly character 

and righteous living. 

This chapter also highlights God’s sovereignty over 

human plans and reminds believers that fearing the Lord 

leads to life, security, and peace. 

 

Key Theme 

Godly wisdom shapes our character, guides our 

decisions, and teaches us to live with integrity, 

compassion, and humility before God and others. 

 

Historical Context 



The Proverbs were primarily written and compiled during 

the reign of King Solomon, who was known for the 

wisdom God granted him (1 Kings 4:29–34). Proverbs 19 

reflects the practical instruction often given to young 

men, leaders, and families in ancient Israel concerning 

righteous living, wise decision-making, relationships, 

work ethic, and obedience to God. 

Hebrew wisdom literature focused on applying God’s 

truth to daily life, teaching that wisdom begins with 

reverence for the Lord. 

 

Five Major Lessons from Proverbs 19 

 

1. Integrity Is Better Than Wealth 

Key Scripture 

“Better is the poor that walketh in his integrity, than he 

that is perverse in his lips, and is a fool.” — Proverbs 19:1 

Explanation 

God values integrity more than financial success or 

outward appearance. A person who walks honestly and 

faithfully before God is richer spiritually than someone 

who gains wealth through deception or corruption. 



Integrity means living consistently, truthfully, and 

honorably even when nobody is watching. 

Supporting Scriptures 

• Psalm 15:1–2  

• Luke 16:10  

• 1 Timothy 6:6  

Application 

• Choose honesty over personal gain.  

• Live consistently in public and private.  

• Let your character reflect Christ.  

Discussion Questions 

1. Why does society often value success over integrity?  

2. What areas test personal integrity most?  

3. How can believers maintain godly character under 

pressure?  

Sticky Quote 

“Character is worth more than riches that 

compromise the soul.” 

 

2. Wisdom Requires Patience and Understanding 

Key Scripture 



“The discretion of a man deferreth his anger; and it is his 

glory to pass over a transgression.” — Proverbs 19:11 

Explanation 

Wise people do not react impulsively. They exercise 

patience, self-control, and mercy. Instead of holding 

grudges or exploding in anger, wisdom teaches believers 

to forgive and overlook offenses whenever possible. 

Patience reflects spiritual maturity and trust in God. 

Supporting Scriptures 

• James 1:19–20  

• Ephesians 4:31–32  

• Colossians 3:13  

Application 

• Slow down before reacting emotionally.  

• Practice forgiveness regularly.  

• Ask God to help you respond with grace.  

Discussion Questions 

1. Why is patience difficult during conflict?  

2. What does forgiveness reveal about spiritual 

maturity?  

3. How can believers grow in self-control?  

Sticky Quote 



“Wisdom does not react quickly—it responds 

prayerfully.” 

 

3. Compassion Toward the Poor Honors God 

Key Scripture 

“He that hath pity upon the poor lendeth unto the Lord; 

and that which he hath given will he pay him again.” — 

Proverbs 19:17 

Explanation 

God takes compassion seriously. When believers help the 

poor, needy, and hurting, God sees it as an act of service 

toward Him personally. 

Biblical compassion goes beyond feeling sympathy—it 

leads to action. 

Supporting Scriptures 

• Matthew 25:35–40  

• Galatians 6:9–10  

• 1 John 3:17–18  

Application 

• Look for opportunities to help others.  

• Support those struggling financially or emotionally.  



• Show generosity without expecting recognition.  

Discussion Questions 

1. Why is compassion central to the Christian life?  

2. What prevents people from helping others?  

3. How does generosity reflect God’s heart?  

Sticky Quote 

“Every act of compassion becomes an offering before 

God.” 

 

4. God’s Purpose Is Greater Than Human Plans 

Key Scripture 

“There are many devices in a man’s heart; nevertheless 

the counsel of the Lord, that shall stand.” — Proverbs 

19:21 

Explanation 

People make plans, set goals, and pursue ambitions, but 

ultimately God’s purposes prevail. Wisdom involves 

surrendering personal plans to God and trusting His 

direction even when life changes unexpectedly. 

God sees what we cannot see. 



Supporting Scriptures 

• Jeremiah 29:11  

• Romans 8:28  

• James 4:13–15  

Application 

• Seek God’s guidance in decisions.  

• Trust God when plans change.  

• Pray before making major life choices.  

Discussion Questions 

1. Why do people struggle to surrender plans to God?  

2. How have unexpected changes shaped your faith?  

3. What does trusting God practically look like?  

Sticky Quote 

“God’s plan remains steady when human plans fall 

apart.” 

 

5. The Fear of the Lord Leads to Life 

Key Scripture 

“The fear of the Lord tendeth to life: and he that hath it 

shall abide satisfied.” — Proverbs 19:23 



Explanation 

The “fear of the Lord” means reverence, awe, honor, and 

submission to God. Proverbs teaches repeatedly that 

fearing God is the foundation of wisdom and leads to 

spiritual security, peace, and fulfillment. 

True satisfaction cannot be found apart from God. 

Supporting Scriptures 

• Proverbs 1:7  

• Psalm 34:9  

• John 10:10  

Application 

• Put God first in every area of life.  

• Develop daily reverence through prayer and 

obedience.  

• Seek spiritual fulfillment rather than worldly 

satisfaction.  

Discussion Questions 

1. What does it mean to fear the Lord?  

2. Why does society often reject reverence for God?  

3. How does obedience lead to peace and fulfillment?  

Sticky Quote 



“Reverence for God produces the life the world keeps 

searching for.” 

 

Major Themes in Proverbs 19 

Theme Meaning 

Integrity Character matters more than wealth 

Patience Wisdom controls anger and emotions 

Compassion Caring for others honors God 

God’s 

Sovereignty 

God’s purposes overcome human 

plans 

Reverence The fear of the Lord leads to life 

Wisdom 
True wisdom affects everyday 

behavior 

 

Life Application 

Proverbs 19 challenges believers to evaluate: 

• Their integrity and honesty  

• Their response to conflict  

• Their compassion toward others  

• Their trust in God’s direction  

• Their reverence and obedience to God  



Wisdom is not simply knowledge—it is living in 

alignment with God’s truth daily. 

 

Final Reflection 

Proverbs 19 teaches that wise living begins with 

reverence for God and is demonstrated through integrity, 

patience, compassion, humility, and trust in God’s plans. 

The chapter reminds believers that character matters 

deeply to God and that true fulfillment is found in 

walking with Him faithfully. 

Final Challenge 

Ask yourself: 

• Am I living with integrity?  

• Do I respond with patience and grace?  

• Am I compassionate toward others?  

• Do I trust God with my future?  

• Is my life marked by reverence for God?  

 

Closing Prayer 

“Lord, help me to walk in wisdom and integrity. Teach 

me patience in conflict, compassion toward others, and 

trust in Your plans. Let my life reflect reverence for You 



in every decision and relationship. Shape my character to 

honor You daily. Amen.” 

 


