
BIBLE STUDY GUIDE: “A HOUSE OF PRAYER” 

(Matthew 21:12–13 – Jesus Cleanses the Temple) 

Source:  

 

BIG IDEA 

Jesus desires a pure heart fully devoted to God—free 

from distraction, selfishness, and anything that replaces 

true worship. 

 

THEME 

Allowing Jesus to Cleanse Our Hearts for True 

Worship 

 

CONTEXT (Historical + Biblical Setting) 
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• Found in Matthew 21:12–13, shortly after Jesus’ 

triumphal entry (Palm Sunday).  

• The temple:  

o Represented God’s presence  

o Was meant for prayer and worship  

• Instead, it had become:  

o A marketplace  

o A place of exploitation  

• Jesus:  

o Overturns tables  

o Drives out money changers  

o Calls the people back to true worship  

 

MAIN POINT 1: GOD CARES ABOUT THE 

CONDITION OF OUR HEART 

Key Scripture 

• Matthew 21:13 – “My house will be called a house of 

prayer…”  

• 1 Samuel 16:7 – “The Lord looks at the heart.”  

Teaching Insight 

• The temple represents:  

o Our hearts today  

• Jesus wasn’t just addressing behavior—He was 

addressing:  



o Heart condition  

o True devotion  

• Worship is not about:  

o Location  

o Routine  

• It’s about:  

o The posture of the heart  

Application 

• What is the current condition of your heart?  

• Are you approaching God with sincerity?  

Sticky Quote 

“God is more concerned with your heart than your 

habits.” 

 

MAIN POINT 2: DISTRACTIONS CAN REPLACE 

TRUE WORSHIP 

Key Scripture 

• Matthew 21:12 – Buying and selling in the temple  

• Luke 10:41 – “You are worried and upset about 

many things…”  

Teaching Insight 

• The temple became:  



o Distracted  

o Focused on the wrong priorities  

• Today, distractions may include:  

o Work  

o Money  

o Stress  

o Busyness  

• These can crowd out:  

o Worship  

o Connection with God  

Application 

• What distractions are taking your focus away from 

God?  

• What needs to be set aside?  

Sticky Quote 

“What fills your attention often replaces your 

worship.” 

 

MAIN POINT 3: JESUS WILL CONFRONT WHAT 

DOESN’T BELONG 

Key Scripture 

• Matthew 21:12 – Jesus overturns the tables  



• Hebrews 12:6 – “The Lord disciplines the one he 

loves…”  

Teaching Insight 

• Jesus:  

o Doesn’t ignore sin  

o Doesn’t tolerate corruption  

• His actions show:  

o Passion for purity  

o Desire for restoration  

• His correction is:  

o Not rejection  

o But love  

Application 

• What might Jesus want to “overturn” in your life?  

• Are you open to His correction?  

Sticky Quote 

“Jesus will confront what keeps you from Him.” 

 

MAIN POINT 4: CLEANSING LEADS TO TRUE 

WORSHIP 

Key Scripture 

• Psalm 51:10 – “Create in me a pure heart…”  



• John 4:24 – “Worship in spirit and truth.”  

Teaching Insight 

• Before true worship:  

o There must be cleansing  

• Cleansing involves:  

o Repentance  

o Surrender  

o Letting go  

• A clean heart allows:  

o Authentic connection with God  

Application 

• What do you need to surrender today?  

• How can you invite God to cleanse your heart?  

Sticky Quote 

“A clean heart leads to true worship.” 

 

MAIN POINT 5: WORSHIP IS ABOUT PRESENCE, 

NOT PERFORMANCE 

Key Scripture 

• Matthew 21:13 – “House of prayer”  

• Psalm 27:4 – “To dwell in the house of the Lord…”  



Teaching Insight 

• The temple had become:  

o A place of activity  

o A place of performance  

• Jesus calls it back to:  

o Presence  

o Prayer  

o Relationship  

• Worship is about:  

o Being with God—not impressing Him  

Application 

• Are you focused on doing for God—or being with 

Him?  

• How can you prioritize His presence?  

Sticky Quote 

“Worship is about presence—not performance.” 

 

MAIN POINT 6: WE MUST LEAVE THINGS 

BEHIND TO ENCOUNTER GOD 

Key Scripture 

• Hebrews 12:1 – “Throw off everything that 

hinders…”  



• Matthew 6:33 – “Seek first the kingdom…”  

Teaching Insight 

• Entering God’s presence requires:  

o Letting go  

o Releasing control  

• The people in the temple:  

o Held onto profit and control  

• Jesus calls us to:  

o Leave behind what competes with Him  

Application 

• What are you holding onto that you need to release?  

• What would it look like to seek God first?  

Sticky Quote 

“You can’t hold onto everything and still fully worship 

God.” 

 

MAIN POINT 7: GOD DESIRES A HEART FULLY 

DEVOTED TO HIM 

Key Scripture 

• Matthew 22:37 – “Love the Lord your God…”  

• James 4:8 – “Draw near to God…”  



Teaching Insight 

• God desires:  

o Full devotion  

o Wholehearted love  

• A divided heart:  

o Limits intimacy  

o Weakens faith  

• True worship flows from:  

o Total surrender  

Application 

• Is your heart fully devoted to God?  

• What areas are divided?  

Sticky Quote 

“God wants your whole heart—not part of it.” 

 

GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

1. Why was Jesus so passionate about cleansing the 

temple?  

2. How does the temple represent our hearts today?  

3. What distractions keep you from true worship?  

4. What might Jesus want to remove from your life?  

5. How can you cultivate a heart of worship?  

6. What does it mean to truly be in God’s presence?  



 

PRACTICAL CHALLENGE 

• Take time today to sit quietly in God’s presence.  

• Identify one distraction to remove this week.  

• Pray: “Lord, cleanse my heart.”  

 

FINAL ENCOURAGEMENT 

Jesus still cleanses today— 

Not to condemn you… 

but to restore you. 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 

Father, 

Cleanse our hearts today. 

Remove anything that distracts us from You. 

Help us worship You in spirit and truth. 

Draw us closer into Your presence. 

In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 


