Introduction: Easter is Just the Beginning
Easter 1s powerful—but it 1s not the end.

Key Insight:
“The work of Easter begins after the resurrection.”

. Salvation is received in a moment
. Transformation happens over a lifetime

The Problem
Many people:

. Experience Easter emotionally
. But never grow spiritually

The Call
Easter invites us to:

. Grow
. Be discipled
. Live differently

Main Point 1: Salvation is the Beginning, Not the End

Explanation



Baptism and salvation are:

. An outward sign
. Of an inward change

But:

“That transformation continues for the rest of your life.”
Spiritual Truth

Faith 1s:

. A journey
. A process
. A lifelong pursuit

Application

. Am I growing in my faith—or staying stagnant?
. What step of growth 1s God calling me to?

Sticky Quote:
“Salvation starts the journey—discipleship continues it.”

Main Point 2: The World Pulls—Jesus Calls
Explanation

We live 1n tension:



. The world pulls us away
. Jesus calls us forward

Spiritual Insight
Without intentional growth:

. We drift
. We regress
. We lose direction

Application

. What is pulling me away from Christ right now?
. How can I intentionally move toward Him?

Sticky Quote:
“If you’re not moving toward Jesus, you’re drifting
away.”

Main Point 3: We Must Know What We Believe
Explanation

In a confusing world:

“It’s important that we understand what we believe.”
Spiritual Truth

Without clarity:



. Faith becomes weak
. Beliefs become distorted

Biblical Example
The early church created foundational truths to:

. Protect the gospel
. Clarify belief

Application

. Do I know what I truly believe about Jesus?
. Am I grounded in Scripture?

Sticky Quote:
“Strong faith is built on clear truth.”

Main Point 4: Discipleship is Everyone’s
Responsibility

Explanation

Growth does not happen alone.

“We must come alongside one another.”
Spiritual Truth

The church is:



. A family
. A community
. A support system

Challenge
Too many believers:

. Stop at salvation
. Never enter discipleship

Application

. Who 1s discipling me?
. Who am I discipling?

Sticky Quote:
“Faith grows best in community.”

Main Point 5: Stop Judging—Start Encouraging
Explanation
The church often:

. Judges
. Divides
. Criticizes

But Jesus calls us to:



. Encourage
. Support
. Build up

“We would be more powerful if we helped instead of
judged.”

Spiritual Truth

Judgment divides
Encouragement multiplies

Application

. Am I building others up or tearing them down?
. How can I encourage someone this week?

Sticky Quote:
“Encouragement reflects Christ—judgment distorts Him.”

Main Point 6: Faith is a Lifestyle, Not a Sunday Event
Explanation
Faith 1s not:

. A weekly routine
. A religious obligation

It is:



. A daily lifestyle
. A constant relationship

“It should not just be something you go to—it should be
how you live.”

Spiritual Truth
True faith:

. Affects every area of life
. Shapes daily decisions

Application

. Is my faith limited to Sunday?
. How does my faith impact my daily life?

Sticky Quote:
“Faith 1s not a place you go—it’s a life you live.”

Main Point 7: You Are a Living Letter of Christ
Explanation
Your life tells a story:

“You are a letter... read by everyone.”

Spiritual Truth



People see:

. Your actions
. Your attitude
. Your response

Key Insight
You may be:

. The only “Bible” someone reads
Application

. What does my life say about Jesus?
. What message am I communicating?

Sticky Quote:
“Your life is a message—what does it say?”

Main Point 8: Transformation Requires Breaking Old
Patterns

Explanation
Like a butterfly:

. Transformation is painful
. Change is necessary

“You must break out to become something new.”



Spiritual Truth
Growth requires:

. Letting go
. Breaking habits
. Embracing change

Application

. What do I need to break free from?
. What is God transforming in me?

Sticky Quote:
“Transformation requires breaking through.”

Main Point 9: Reflection Deepens Spiritual Growth
Explanation
Growth requires:

. Looking back
. Recognizing God’s work

“Go back and reflect—you might have missed it.”
Spiritual Insight

God often reveals:



. Patterns
. Lessons
. Direction

Application

. What has God been teaching me recently?
. Have I taken time to reflect?

Sticky Quote:
“Reflection reveals God’s movement.”

Main Point 10: Easter Calls for Transformation Now
Explanation
Easter is not just about:
. Eternal life later
It 1s about:
. Transformed life now
“What does the resurrection do in your life today?”
Spiritual Truth
Resurrection power:

. Changes how we live



. Changes how we love
. Changes how we respond

Application

. What 1s different in my life because of Easter?
. How am I living differently today?

Sticky Quote:
“Resurrection power 1s meant for today—not just

eternity.”

Discussion Questions

1. What does it mean that Easter is just the beginning?

2.How are you currently growing in your faith?
3. What distractions are pulling you away from Christ?

4. Who 1s helping you grow spiritually?
5. What does your “letter” say about Jesus?

Practical Application Steps
1. Commit to Growth

. Read Scripture regularly
. Develop spiritual disciplines

2. Find Community



. Join or create a small group
. Build relationships

3. Encourage Others

. Speak life into someone
. Support their journey

4. Reflect Regularly

. Journal your faith journey
. Recognize God’s work

5. Live the Resurrection

. Let your actions reflect Christ daily

Closing Prayer

Father,
Thank You for the gift of Easter
and the new life You offer through Jesus.

Help us not to stop at salvation
but to grow, transform, and live for You daily.

Teach us to walk 1n truth,
to encourage others,
and to reflect Your love in everything we do.



Let our lives be living letters
that point others to Christ.

In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Final Takeaway

Easter is not the end of the story—it is the beginning
of a transformed life lived daily for Christ.



