
Bible Study Guide: Proverbs 17 – Wisdom in 

Relationships and Character 

Overview 

Author: Solomon 

Theme: The importance of character, relationships, and 

wise responses 

Big Idea: 

Wisdom is revealed in how we handle relationships, 

respond to conflict, and develop godly character. 

 

Section 1: Peace Over Possessions (Proverbs 17:1) 

Scripture (Key Verse) 

“Better a dry crust with peace and quiet than a house full 

of feasting, with strife.” 

Main Point 

Peace in relationships is more valuable than material 

abundance. 

Explanation 

Solomon contrasts a simple life with peace against a 

wealthy life filled with conflict. True fulfillment comes 

from healthy relationships, not possessions. 



Application 

• Prioritize peace over being right  

• Value relationships more than material success  

• Create a home environment marked by unity  

Discussion Questions 

• What are you prioritizing—peace or success?  

• How can you bring more peace into your home?  

 

Section 2: God Tests the Heart (Proverbs 17:2–3) 

Scripture (Key Verse) 

“The crucible for silver and the furnace for gold, but the 

Lord tests the heart.” (v.3) 

Main Point 

God refines and examines our inner character. 

Explanation 

Just as fire purifies metal, God uses life’s challenges to 

reveal and refine our hearts. What’s inside us becomes 

visible under pressure. 

Application 

• Allow trials to shape your character  



• Ask God to reveal areas that need growth  

• Trust God in seasons of testing  

Discussion Questions 

• What has pressure revealed about your heart?  

• How can you respond differently to life’s challenges?  

 

Section 3: The Power of Words (Proverbs 17:4–6, 9–

10) 

Scripture (Key Verse) 

“Whoever would foster love covers over an offense…” 

(v.9) 

Main Point 

Wise words build relationships; careless words destroy 

them. 

Explanation 

This section highlights listening to truth, avoiding gossip, 

and choosing forgiveness. Love chooses to cover offenses 

instead of exposing them. 

Application 

• Avoid gossip and negative talk  



• Practice forgiveness quickly  

• Speak words that build others up  

Discussion Questions 

• Do your words build unity or create division?  

• How can you better reflect grace in your speech?  

 

Section 4: The Danger of Foolishness (Proverbs 17:7–

8, 12, 16) 

Scripture (Key Verse) 

“Better to meet a bear robbed of her cubs than a fool bent 

on folly.” (v.12) 

Main Point 

Foolishness is dangerous and destructive. 

Explanation 

Solomon warns that foolish behavior is not harmless—it 

leads to chaos and harm. A fool rejects wisdom and 

pursues destructive paths. 

Application 

• Take wisdom seriously  

• Avoid people who consistently reject truth  



• Be teachable and open to correction  

Discussion Questions 

• What are signs of foolishness in today’s culture?  

• How can you guard yourself against it?  

 

Section 5: True Friendship and Loyalty (Proverbs 

17:17) 

Scripture (Key Verse) 

“A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for a 

time of adversity.” 

Main Point 

True relationships are proven in difficult times. 

Explanation 

Real friendship is not conditional—it is consistent and 

loyal. Godly relationships are built on commitment, not 

convenience. 

Application 

• Be a dependable friend  

• Show up in difficult moments  

• Invest in meaningful relationships  



Discussion Questions 

• Who has been a faithful friend in your life?  

• How can you be more intentional in your 

relationships?  

 

Section 6: Wisdom in Self-Control (Proverbs 17:27–

28) 

Scripture (Key Verse) 

“The one who has knowledge uses words with 

restraint…” (v.27) 

Main Point 

Self-control, especially in speech, is a mark of wisdom. 

Explanation 

Wise people don’t speak impulsively. They think before 

they speak and know when silence is more powerful than 

words. 

Application 

• Practice restraint in conversations  

• Pause before responding  

• Value listening over speaking  



Discussion Questions 

• Do you struggle more with speaking too quickly or 

staying silent?  

• What would change if you practiced more restraint?  

 

Key Takeaways from Proverbs 17 

• Peace is more valuable than possessions  

• God refines your heart through life’s challenges  

• Words have the power to heal or harm  

• Foolishness leads to destruction—wisdom leads to 

life  

• True friendships are tested in adversity  

• Self-control is a sign of maturity  

 

Life Application Challenge 

This week: 

• Choose peace in a situation where conflict is possible  

• Speak only words that build others up  

• Be intentional in strengthening one key relationship  

 

Closing Prayer 



“Lord, shape my character and help me to walk in 

wisdom. Teach me to speak with grace, love others 

faithfully, and choose peace in every situation. Refine my 

heart and guide my life according to Your truth. Amen.” 

 


