Bible Study Guide: Acts 2 — Pentecost and the Birth
of the Church

Main Scripture

Acts of the Apostles — Acts 2:1-47

Title

Pentecost: The Fire, the Power, and the Birth of the
Church

Big Idea

Pentecost was the moment God poured out His Holy
Spirit upon believers, empowering them to boldly
proclaim Jesus Christ and launching the New Testament
Church into the world.

Historical Background of Pentecost

Pentecost was originally a Jewish feast known as the
Feast of Weeks, celebrated 50 days after Passover. Jews
from many nations gathered in Jerusalem to celebrate the
harvest and thank God for His provision.

It was during this festival that God fulfilled Jesus’
promise to send the Holy Spirit.



Jesus had told His disciples:

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has
come upon you...” — Acts 1:8

Pentecost became the fulfillment of that promise and
marked the birth of the Church.

Key Themes of Acts 2

1. The Holy Spirit Comes With Power

Acts 2:1-4

“And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit...”
What Happened?

. The believers were gathered together in unity.

. A sound like a mighty rushing wind filled the house.
. Tongues of fire appeared.

. They began speaking in other languages.

Spiritual Meaning

. Wind symbolizes God’s breath and power.

. Fire symbolizes purification, holiness, and God’s
presence.

. Speaking in tongues demonstrated God’s message
going to all nations.



Supporting Scriptures

. Joel 2:28-29
. John 14:16-17
. Luke 24:49

. Acts 1:8

Application

. God empowers ordinary people through His Spirit.

. Christianity 1s not just information; it 1s
transformation.

. The Holy Spirit gives courage, boldness, wisdom,
and power.

Discussion Questions

1. Why do you think God chose wind and fire at
Pentecost?

2. What areas of your life need the power of the Holy
Spirit today?

3.How can believers become more sensitive to God’s
Spirit?

2. Pentecost Fulfilled Prophecy
Acts 2:14-21



Peter stood up and explained that this event fulfilled the
prophecy of Joel.

“In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on
all people...”

Important Truths

. God’s Spirit 1s for all believers.
. Pentecost was not random; it was promised.
. God was beginning a new covenant movement.

Supporting Scriptures

. Joel 2:28-32
. Jeremiah 31:31-34
. Ezekiel 36:26-27

Application

. God always fulfills His promises.
. The Holy Spirit is available to every believer.
. God uses unlikely people for His glory.

Discussion Questions

1. Why 1s fulfilled prophecy important to faith?
2. What does it mean that God pours out His Spirit on
“all flesh™?

3. How does Pentecost show God’s faithfulness?



3. Peter Preaches Jesus Boldly
Acts 2:22-36

The same Peter who denied Jesus now boldly proclaims
Him publicly.

Key Points of Peter’s Sermon

. Jesus was crucified.

. Jesus rose from the dead.

. Jesus is Lord and Messiah.
. Salvation 1s found in Him.

Supporting Scriptures

. Psalm 16:8-11

. Psalm 110:1

. Romans 10:9-10

. 1 Corinthians 15:3-4

Spiritual Lesson

The Holy Spirit transforms fearful people into bold
witnesses.

Application

. God can restore failures.
. Your past does not disqualify you.
. Boldness comes from the Spirit, not personality.



Discussion Questions

1. How did Peter change after receiving the Holy Spirit?
2. What fears keep believers from sharing their faith?
3. How can we become bolder witnesses?

4. Conviction Leads to Repentance
Acts 2:37-41

“What shall we do?”

Peter answered:

“Repent and be baptized...”

What Happened?

. The people were deeply convicted.
. About 3,000 people were saved.
. Baptism publicly identified believers with Jesus.

Supporting Scriptures

. Romans 10:13

. 2 Corinthians 7:10
. Mark 1:15

. Acts 3:19

Spiritual Lesson



The Holy Spirit convicts hearts and draws people to Jesus.
Application

. Repentance 1s turning toward God.
. Salvation changes direction and 1dentity.
. The gospel demands a response.

Discussion Questions

1. What 1s true repentance?
2. Why is conviction necessary before transformation?
3. How should believers respond to the gospel daily?

5. The Church Is Born
Acts 2:42-47
These new believers devoted themselves to:

. Teaching

. Fellowship

. Prayer

. Breaking bread
. Worship

. Generosity

Characteristics of the Early Church
. Unified



. Spirit-filled

. Generous

. Prayerful

. Focused on truth
. Mission-minded

“And the Lord added to their number daily...”
Supporting Scriptures

. Hebrews 10:24-25
. Matthew 28:19-20
. Ephesians 4:11-16
. John 13:34-35

Spiritual Lesson

The Church was never meant to be a building only — it 1s
a Spirit-filled community on mission.

Application

. Healthy churches are centered on Jesus and
empowered by the Spirit.

. Fellowship and prayer are essential.

. The Church grows when believers live boldly and
authentically.

Discussion Questions



1. Which characteristic of the early church stands out
most?

2. What can today’s church learn from Acts 2?

3. How can believers help build healthy Christian
community?

Major Lessons From Pentecost

1. God Keeps His Promises

Jesus promised the Holy Spirit, and He came.
2. The Holy Spirit Empowers Believers

We cannot effectively live the Christian life without
God’s power.

3. The Gospel Is for All Nations

Pentecost showed God’s heart for the world.

4. Boldness Comes Through the Spirit

Fearful disciples became courageous witnesses.

S. The Church Was Born Through Prayer and Power

The early church began with unity, prayer, and
dependence on God.



Key Verses to Remember
Acts 2:1

“When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together
in one place.”

Acts 2:4
“All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit...”
Acts 2:21

“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be
saved.”

Acts 2:38
“Repent and be baptized...”
Acts 2:42

“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to
fellowship...”

Practical Life Application
Ask Yourself

. Am I relying on the Holy Spirit daily?
. Am I boldly sharing my faith?



. Am I connected to biblical community?

. Is my life reflecting spiritual power and
transformation?

. Am I helping build the Church God desires?

Closing Challenge

Pentecost was not simply a historical event — it was the
beginning of a movement that continues today. The same
Holy Spirit who empowered the early believers still
empowers the Church now. God still fills, transforms,
calls, and sends His people into the world with boldness
and purpose.

The Church was born in power, and believers today are
called to live in that same Spirit-filled power and mission.



