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LESSONS FROM THE MASTER 101
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#1 TAKE THE INITIATIVE!

#2 OFFER GOD’S MERCY!

• Too many modern evangelistic methods offer the wrong thing. The point of 
the gospel is not to bring contentment, purpose, or a sense of completeness 
to your life. It’s not about unlocking God’s plan for your happiness or 
fulfillment. Those are often by-products of saving faith, but none of them is 
the primary focus of the gospel. CHRIST DIDN’T DIE FOR THE SAKE OF OUR 
EMOTIONAL STABILITY.

• HE DIED TO RESCUE SINNERS FROM ETERNAL SEPARATION FROM HIM—to 
be our substitute and pay a debt we could not pay. The offer of the gospel is 
that atonement is available through the MERCY and GRACE of God, and that 
He has made a way for us to enjoy eternity with Him.
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• That was the offer Christ made to the SAMARITAN WOMAN at the well 
in the fourth chapter of John’s gospel. In verse 10 He exposed her spiritual 
need, encouraging her to ask Him for the “living water” only He could 
provide. Her incredulous response indicates she didn’t fully understand 
what He was saying.

• She said to Him in (Jn. 4:11-12), “Sir, You have nothing to draw with and 
the well is deep; where then do You get that living water? You are not 
greater than our father Jacob, are You, who gave us the well, and drank 
of it himself and his sons and his cattle?”

• There is a scornful sarcasm in her words. She’s mocking the idea that 
Jesus could get anything at all from the well without a bucket, or that 
what He could supply would be any better than what came from the well 
their ancestor JACOB had dug.
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• BUT CHRIST IS NOT DISSUADED BY HER SCORN.

• Jesus answered and said to her in Vv. 13-14, “Everyone who drinks of this 
water will thirst again; but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him 
shall never thirst; but the water that I will give him will become in him a 
well of water springing up to eternal life.”

• It’s here that the analogy of water comes to its point. Christ isn’t 
concerned with satisfying her temporary thirst. He’s got far greater things in 
mind. He’s talking about an endless supply of riches and blessing—eternal 
satisfaction that she can’t imagine. It’s a permanent, consistent, everlasting 
blessing, and all she needs to do is ASK.

• IT’S THAT OFFER OF UNEARNED GRACE AND UNBELIEVABLE MERCY that is 
unique to the gospel. Every other religion prescribes a method 
for EARNING FORGIVENESS AND FAVOR. But salvation is NOT OUR 
ACHIEVEMENT, and the gospel is not a DO-IT-YOURSELF PLAN. 
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• GOOD BEHAVIOR, CEREMONIES, AND RITUALS CANNOT BUY a right 
relationship with God. NOTHING WE DO can merit the eternal blessings 
Christ offers. Rather, EVERY SINNER MUST BE BORN AGAIN—and that too 
is something WE do not bring about, as Jesus made clear to NICODEMUS
just one chapter earlier.

• Instead, Christ says we simply must ASK for the MERCY He supplies 
Notice (Rom. 10:13) “for “WHOEVER WILL CALL ON THE NAME OF THE 
LORD WILL BE SAVED.”

• Like the publican in (Luke 18:13), “But the tax collector, standing some 
distance away, was even unwilling to lift up his eyes to heaven, but was 
beating his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, the sinner!’” All we 
can do is CRY OUT in repentant faith, trusting Him to supply what we 
DESPERATELY need.
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• The inability of the sinner to 
accomplish his own salvation 
contradicts the self-sufficient 
attitude of our society. People are 
prone to want to play an active role 
in their salvation, often because they 
want the credit for the achievement.

• That’s why it’s vital to understand 
that salvation is the work of God 
alone. Tragically, many people spend 
far too long trying to work out their 
own salvation, frustrated with their 
inability to manufacture spiritual 
growth on their own. For their sake, 
we need to be loud and clear that 
God hasn’t given us a to-do list, but 
that He bids us to come and humbly 
ask Him to do what we cannot do 
for ourselves.
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• It’s hard to gauge the attitude behind the Samaritan woman’s 
response in verse 15: “The woman said to Him, ‘Sir, give me this 
water, so I will not be thirsty nor come all the way here to draw.’” 
She might not understand His offer. She might still be mocking the 
idea that He had anything to offer her at all. Or perhaps she is asking 
to receive the blessings He’s describing, even if she’s still not sure 
what they are. What is clear from the verses that follow is that the 
Holy Spirit was already at work in her heart, bringing her closer to 
the point of REPENTANCE and FAITH. 
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IF YOU WERE JESUS IN THIS STORY
WWYD?

1. HOW WOULD YOU HAVE HANDLED THIS PROSPECT?

2. WHEN/IF YOU SHARE THE GOSPEL, WHAT EXACTLY IS IN THE PACKAGE
THAT YOUR OFFERING?

3. CAN YOU THINK OF ANY “OBJECT” LESSONS TO HELPEXPLAIN THE 
GOSPEL?

4. DO YOU HAVE A CLEAR UNDERSTANDING OF THE NEED FOR MERCY
AND GRACE, IF YOU'RE GOING TO OFFER IT TO OTHERS?

5. DO YOU ALLOW APPERANCE OR SINFUL BEHAVIOR TO KEEP YOU FROM 
SHARING?

6. ARE YOU AGGRESSIVELY CREATING OPPORTUNITIES TO OFFER GOD’S 
GRACE AND MERCY TO THE PEOPLE AROUND YOU.
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