
CH.#1 What Every Christian Ought To Know

THE BIBLE IS THE WORD OF GOD!

➢The Devil hates this book and would love to destroy it. Some despise the Bible. 
Some deny, distort, twist, misuse, and abuse the Bible. The greatest enemy of the 
Bible is the so-called Christian who simply ignores or disregards it.

➢Why is “TRUTH” so important?

1. Your SALVATION depends on understanding the gospel message of the Bible.

2. Your ASSURANCE depends on resting in the truth of the Bible.

3. Your SPIRITUAL GROWTH depends on living by the principles of the Bible.

4. Your POWER IN WITNESS depends on the confidence you have in the Word of 
God. 

➢(John. 10:27–28) “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me; 
(28) and I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will 
snatch them out of My hand.” 
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THREE GREAT TERMS 

YOU NEED TO KNOW!

1. REVELATION:
Is the process by which God unveils Himself and His will to human messengers.

2. INSPIRATION: 

This refers to God’s inbreathing into the chosen human messengers through 
the Holy Spirit, enabling them by divine guidance to deliver or record God’s 
revealed message. In a scriptural sense it means God breathing into His 
Messenger.

3. ILLUMINATION:
Is the Holy Spirit’s work as He enlightens the human mind with spiritual 
understanding in order that persons might grasp the revealed truth.
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THE ATTRIBUTES OF THE BIBLE

➢1. The Bible is INFALLIBLE!
• The Bible, in its entirety, has no mistakes. Specifically, in its original autographs it 

is without errors. In (Psa. 19:7) the Bible says of itself, “The law of the Lord is 
perfect.” It is flawless because it was authored by God—and He is flawless. 
Therefore, if God wrote the Bible, and if He is the ultimate authority, and if His 
character is flawless, then the Bible is flawless and is the ultimate authority. You 
see, the fact that God is perfect demands that the original autograph, the original 
giving of the Word of God, must also be perfect. So, the Bible is infallible, and 
that’s the first reason to study it; it is the only Book that never makes a mistake—
everything it says is the truth!

➢2. The Bible is INERRANT!
• The Bible is not only infallible in total, but inerrant in its parts. In (Prov. 30:5–6)

“Every word of God is tested (Pure); He is a shield to those who take refuge in 
Him. 6 Do not add to His words Or He will reprove you, and you will be proved a 
liar.” This means, every word in the Word of God is pure and true! 3



The Attributes of the Bible

➢The Bible is COMPLETE!
• Nothing needs to be added. Now that may be a surprise to some people, 

because there are those today who believe we need to add to the Bible. There 
exists a philosophy/theology combination known as neo-orthodoxy. It tells us 
that the Bible was simply a comment in its day on man’s spiritual experiences, 
and today man is still having spiritual experiences, therefore he needs another 
comment. One writer said that we need a Bible to be written today, just as we 
did when the Bible, we have in our hands was written, because we need 
somebody to comment on what God is doing now. He also said that when 
Tom or Mary stand up in your church and say, “Thus says the Lord,” they are 
as equally inspired as Isaiah, Jeremiah, or any of the other prophets. In other 
words, they claim that the Bible is not complete. That’s the current 
philosophical/theological thought.
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THE ATTRIBUTES OF THE BIBLE

▪ (Rev. 22:18-19) says “If any man shall add unto these things, God 
shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book; and if 
any man shall take away from the words of the book of this 
prophecy, God shall take away his part from the tree of life, and out 
of the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book.”

• The Bible ends with a warning not to take away anything, and not to 
add anything. That’s a testimony of its completeness. This principle 
applies to ALL of scripture , not just the book of Revelation! 

• It is INFALLIBLE in its total, INERRANT in its parts, and it is 
COMPLETE!
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THE ATTRIBUTES OF THE BIBLE

➢The Bible is AUTHORITATIVE!
• If it is perfect and complete, then it is the last Word—the final authority. (Isa. 1:2) says, “Hear, O 

heavens, and give ear, O earth; for the Lord hath spoken.” When God speaks everybody listens, 
because His is the final authority; the Bible demands obedience. We can discuss its implications, its 
applications, and its meanings, but we shouldn’t discuss whether or not it is true.

• In John 8 Jesus was confronted by some of the Jewish leaders, and there were other people 
present. (John. 8:30–32) “As He spoke these things, many came to believe in Him. (31) So, Jesus 
was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, “If you continue in My word, then you are truly 
disciples of Mine; (32) and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” In other 
words, He demanded a response to His Word. It is AUTHORITATIVE

• (Gal. 3:10) “For as many as are of the works of the Law are under a curse; for it is written, “CURSED
IS EVERYONE WHO DOES NOT ABIDE BY ALL THINGS WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF THE LAW, TO PERFORM THEM.” 
Amazing! Cursed was anyone who didn’t continue in everything that was written in the law. That’s a 
tremendous claim to ABSOLUTE AUTHORITY!

• (Jam. 2:9–10) “But if you show partiality, you are committing sin and are convicted by the law as 
transgressors. (10) For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles in one point, he has 
become guilty of all.” To violate the Bible at one point is to break God’s law. The Bible is 
authoritative in every part.
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THE BIBLE IS SUFFICIENT
FOR A NUMBER OF THINGS!

➢THE BIBLE IS SUFFICIENT FOR!
1. SALVATION.
2. PERFECTION.
3. HOPE.
4. EFFECTIVE.
5. DETERMINATIVE.
• In (2 Tim. 3:15) “and that from childhood you have known the sacred 

writings which are able to give you the wisdom that leads to salvation 
through faith which is in Christ Jesus.” 
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THE BIBLE IS THE WORD OF GOD.
Jesus/Miracles.

A. JESUS HIMSELF BELIEVED IN THE AUTHORITY OF THE BIBLE. 
• In (Matt. 5:18) Jesus says, “Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall 

in no way pass from the law till all be fulfilled.” Furthermore, He showed His trust 
in the authority of Scripture by quoting from every part of the Old Testament. 
Jesus believed in the absolute inspired authority of the Word of God. Miracles

B. MIRACLES PROVE THAT THE BIBLE IS DIVINE.
• And that proves that God is involved in it. It’s got to be a supernatural Book 

because of all the supernatural activity it contains. Now some might say, “Well, 
how do you know all the miracles are true?” Because miracles are given in 
Scripture and there is supportive information. For example, when Jesus rose from 
the dead, more than five hundred people saw Him after the resurrection. Those 
are enough witnesses to convince any jury. THE MIRACULOUS NATURE OF THE 
BIBLE SPEAKS OF GOD.

• So, experience, science, the testimony of Christ, and the miracles of the Bible all 
prove that SCRIPTURE IS TRUE.
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THE OLD TESTAMENT CANON!
➢A study of the gospels shows that, throughout His ministry, Jesus affirmed 

the Old Testament in its entirety (Matt. 5:17–18) “Do not think that I 
came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish but to 
fulfill. (18) For truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not 
the smallest letter or stroke shall pass from the Law until all is 
accomplished.”

1. HISTORICAL RELIABILITY: (cf. Matt. 10:15; 19:3–5; 12:40; 24:38–39),
2. PROPHETIC ACCURACY: (Matt. 26:54), 
3. SUFFICIENCY: (Luke 16:31), 
4. UNITY: (Luke 24:27, 44),
5. INERRANCY: (Matt. 22:29; John 17:17),
6. INFALLIBILITY: (John 10:35)
7. AUTHORITY: (Matt. 21:13, 16, 42).
➢Jesus affirmed: the Law, the Writings, and the Prophets and all that was 

written in them; clearly seeing the Old Testament Scriptures as the Word of 
God (Matt. 15:16; Mark 7:13; Luke 3:2; 5:1) 9



THE NEW TESTAMENT CANON!

➢The same principle applies to the New Testament canon. Our Lord not only 
affirmed the Jewish canon of the Old Testament, He also promised that He would 
give additional revelation to His church through His authorized representatives—
namely, the apostles.

• Jesus made this point explicit on the night before his death, Jesus said to His 
disciples: (John. 14:25–26) “These things I have spoken to you while abiding with 
you. But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will 
teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you.”

• That last line is especially significant for the doctrine of canonicity. Jesus promised 
the apostles that the Holy Spirit would help them remember all the things that He 
had said to them. 

• That is an amazing promise, the fulfillment of which is found in the four gospel 
accounts—where the things that our Lord did and said are perfectly recorded for us.
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UNDERSTANDING THE GENRES OF THE BIBLE!

➢THE BIBLE IS A WORK OF LITERATURE. 

Literature comes in different genres, or categories 
based on style, and each is read and appreciated 
differently from another. For example, to confuse a 
work of science fiction with a medical textbook 
would cause many problems—they must be 
understood differently. And both science fiction and 
a medical text must be understood differently from 
poetry. Therefore, accurate EXEGESIS and 
INTERPRETATION takes into consideration the 
purpose and style of a given book or passage of 
Scripture. In addition, some verses are meant 
figuratively, and proper discernment of these is 
enhanced by an understanding of genre. An inability 
to identify genre can lead to serious 
misunderstanding of Scripture. The main genres 
found in the Bible are these: 

1. LAW.

2. HISTORY.

3. WISDOM.

4. POETRY.

5. NARRATIVE.

6. EPISTLES.

7. PROPHECY.

8. APOCALYPTIC LITERATURE. 
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