
A PRELUDE TO BIBLICAL EVANGELISM
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PRINCIPLES 
FOR 
BIBLICAL 
EVANGELISM 
FOUND IN 
JOHN 4, “THE 
WOMAN AT 
THE WELL.” 
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TAKE
• TAKE THE INITIATIVE! JN. 4:6-9 

OFFER
• OFFER GOD’S MERCY! JN. 4:10-14

IDENTIFY
• IDENTIFY SPIRITUAL NEEDS! JN. 4:9-10

CONFRONT
• CONFRONT SIN JN! 4:16-18

REJECT
• REJECT FALSE WORSHIP! JN. 4:19-24

REVEAL

• REVEAL CHRIST! JN. 4:25-26



THE POWER OF THE EVANGELIST LIFE

• Despite many technological advancements, the twenty-first century has 

entered frighteningly dark waters. Look at the headlines—the threat of global 

terrorism, the chaos of unthinkable criminal activity, the defilement of 

pornography, the confusion of gender roles, the future of the economy, the 

"lostness" of our children. People are helplessly buckled up, strapped in, and 

holding on to a world careening out of control into a future of even greater 

fear, confusion, frustration, uncertainty, and isolation.

• As a Christian, as TRUE CHRISTIANS, you are quite a contrast. Anchored in 
Jesus Christ, you are immoveable, steadfast, and strong. Your eyes are fixed on 
the Word of God, a beacon that stands out like a "lamp shining in a dark 
place" (2 Pet. 1:19). 
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• As you move toward that light, God changes your life by the power of the Holy 
Spirit. THE MESSAGE YOU PROCLAIM AND THE LIFE YOU LIVE GUARANTEES 
YOU WILL STAND OUT IN THE CULTURE.

• HOLY, RIGHTEOUS LIVES ARE THE BACKBONE OF THE GOSPEL WE PREACH. 
The APOSTLE PAUL understood that. In the midst of a pagan society that did 
all it could to persecute Christians and discredit the Christian faith, he wrote to 
TITUS telling him how to instruct the Cretans "to deny ungodliness and 
worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously and godly in the present 
age" (Titus 2:12).

• According to what Paul told Titus, there are three compelling reasons we 
ought to live holy lives. And each reason has little to do with benefits that 
come from godly living, though there are benefits (1 Tim. 6:6). Rather, PAUL 
sets forth EVANGELISM AS THE MOTIVE FOR HOLY LIVING.
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HOLY LIVING HONORS GOD'S WORD

• In CH. 2, Paul instructs Titus regarding different age groups in the church. The 
young women, he says, are to act in such a way "SO THAT THE WORD OF GOD 
MAY NOT BE DISHONORED" (Titus 2:5). The Greek word translated 
"dishonored" literally means "blasphemed." We can't allow unbelievers to 
mock, ignore, or totally reject God's Word. YET, HOW WE LIVE WILL DIRECTLY 
AFFECT HOW PEOPLE FEEL ABOUT IT.

• No matter what their station in life, Christian men and women who are not 
what they ought to be will give people reason to blaspheme God's Word. The 
world doesn't judge us by our theology; IT JUDGES US BY OUR BEHAVIOR. The 
validity of Scripture in the world's view is determined by how it affects us. If 
unbelievers see that our lives are truly transformed, separate and distinct from 
the world, they might conclude that Scripture is true, powerful, and life-
changing.

6



• The credibility of the Christian gospel is inseparably linked to the 
integrity of the lives of those who proclaim it. That's why it is so 
devastating when well-known evangelists or Christian leaders are 
caught in some gross sin or immorality. How do you think unbelievers 
react when they see such hypocrisy?

• They laugh at it, thus blaspheming God's Word and short-circuiting 
any opportunity we have to tell them about its power to transform 
their lives. The impact of the lives of men and women who bear the 
Lord's name is vital to the credibility of the faith and the 
effectiveness of personal witness and preaching. THAT'S ULTIMATELY 
WHAT IS AT STAKE IN THE WAY WE LIVE. 
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HOLY LIVING SILENCES THE OPPOSITION

• PAUL'S SECOND reason for living holy lives gives us the heart of what he 

wants to communicate: "so that the opponent will be put to shame, having 

nothing bad to say about us" (Titus 2:8). The Greek word translated "put to 

shame" literally means "to blush," emphasizing the opponent's utter 

embarrassment over having NO just criticism.

• Opponents of Christianity love to gloat when Christians cause a scandal. Don't 

you think some of the unbelievers in your sphere of influence would love to 

see you fail significantly so they can justify their unbelief? They don't want to 

see God transform your life—that would stand as a rebuke to their sinful 

lifestyles. But that's exactly what you want to do—YOU WANT TO 

EMBARRASS THEM when they criticize you because there is nothing for them 

to justifiably criticize.
8



• THE ISSUE IS EVANGELISM. The proper strategy for our evangelization is 
not methodological. We reach the world through epitomizing virtue, 
godliness, holiness, and a purity of life that makes our faith and God's 
Word BELIEVABLE.

• The APOSTLE PETER understood the way believers have impact on the 
godless world. He wrote, "Beloved, I urge you as aliens and strangers to 
abstain from fleshly lusts which wage ware against the soul. Keep your 
behavior excellent among the [pagans], so that in the thing in which 
they slander you as evildoers, they may because of your good deeds, as 
they observe them, glorify God in the day of visitation" (1 Pet. 2:11-12).
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• Do you see how imperative it is that we live godly lives? WE WANT 
UNBELIEVERS TO EXAMINE US. They come initially to criticize, but if 
our behavior is excellent, the criticism of some might turn to 
CURIOSITY. 

• And if that curiosity turns to CONVERSION, they'll GLORIFY GOD 
because of their salvation. Thus, we've done our part in bringing God 
glory. You lead people to the credibility of Christianity and ultimately 
to conversion by the virtue of your life. SO, STAY AWAY FROM 
FLESHLY LUSTS AND MAINTAIN EXCELLENT BEHAVIOR.
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HOLY LIVING MAKES THE GOSPEL ATTRACTIVE

• PAUL states his third reason for holy living in Titus 2:10, "That they will adorn 
the doctrine of God our Savior in every respect." "Adorn" is from the Greek 
word kosmeo and refers to making something BEAUTIFUL.

• What is our primary message to this world about God? Do we want the world 
to know that God is OMNIPOTENT? OMNISCIENT? OMNIPRESENT? 
IMMUTABLE? SOVEREIGN? ETERNAL? The CREATOR and the SUSTAINER of the 
universe? Yes, we do. But by far the main attribute of God we want the 
unsaved to understand is that HE IS A SAVIOR.

• How will we ever make the good news about God as Savior BEAUTIFUL in every 
respect IF WE DON'T LOOK LIKE WE'VE BEEN SAVED? WHEN WE LIVE IN 
OBEDIENCE TO GOD, THAT IN ITSELF WILL BE A TESTIMONY AGAINST 
WRONG.
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• When those around us SEE US helping rather than exploiting, hear us talking 
with purity instead of profanity, and observe us speaking truthfully rather 
than deceitfully, our example will itself be a rebuke of selfishness, 
unwholesome talk, and falsehood. Simply refusing to participate in a 
dishonest business or social practice will sometimes be such a strong rebuke 
that it costs us our job or friendship. Dishonesty is terribly uncomfortable in 
the presence of honesty, even when there is no verbal or other direct 
opposition.

• Often, of course, OPEN REBUKE IS NECESSARY. Silent testimony will go only so 
far. Failure to speak out against and to oppose evil things in practical ways is a 
failure to obey God. BELIEVERS ARE TO EXPOSE THEM IN WHATEVER 
LEGITIMATE, BIBLICAL WAYS ARE NECESSARY.
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• UNFORTUNATELY, many Christians are barely able to keep their own 
spiritual and moral houses in order. Thus, they lack the discernment, 
inclination, or power to confront evil in the church or in society at large. 

• That's why it is imperative that we be SO MATURE IN BIBLICAL TRUTH, and in 
obedience, holiness, and love, that the natural course of our lives will be to 
EXPOSE, REBUKE, and offer remedy for every kind of evil.

• Making salvation attractive is a high calling, and we will fail in that endeavor 
unless we can demonstrate that we have indeed been delivered from sin. 
Rebuking sin in others without an accompanying lifestyle of righteousness is 
THE GREATEST HYPOCRISY. But lives characterized by purity, power, and joy 
reflect the order, beauty, and power of a saving God. WHEN WE MAKE 
SALVATION BEAUTIFUL, WE MAKE GOD ATTRACTIVE.



• To convince a man God can save, I NEED TO SHOW HIM A MAN HE SAVED. 
To convince a man that God can give hope, I need to show him A MAN 
WITH HOPE. To convince a man that God can give peace, joy, and love, I 
need to show him A MAN WITH PEACE, JOY, AND LOVE. To convince a man 
that God can give complete, total, and utter satisfaction, I need to show 
him A SATISFIED MAN. 

• WHEN THE WORLD SEES PEOPLE WHO ARE HOLY, RIGHTEOUS, PEACEFUL, 
JOYFUL, AND FULFILLED, THEY SEE THE EVIDENCE OF GOD'S 
TRANSFORMING POWER.

14



• AT STAKE IS THE ETERNAL DESTINY OF UNREDEEMED SOULS. Christians 
who are unholy lead unbelievers to slander God; those who are holy lead 
them to glorify God. The central issue in EVANGELISM is HOLY LIVING. 

• “A POWERFUL CHURCH IS NOT BUILT ON ITS STRATEGY, BUT ON THE 
VIRTUE AND HOLINESS OF ITS PEOPLE.” 

• What we believe is linked to how we live, and how we live is directly 
linked to the effectiveness of our gospel proclamation. So, Christian, it's 
imperative that you be "blameless and innocent, children of God above 
reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among 
whom you appear as lights in the world" (Phil. 2:15).
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