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PRICIPLES 
FOR 
BIBLICAL 
EVANGELISM
FOUND IN 
JOHN 4, “THE 
WOMAN AT 
THE WELL.” 

1. TAKE THE INITIATIVE! JN. 4:6-9 

2. OFFER GOD’S MERCY! JN. 4:10-14

3. IDENTIFY SPIRITUAL NEEDS! JN. 
4:9-10

4. CONFRONT SIN JN! 4:16-18

5. REJECT FALSE WORSHIP! JN. 4:19-
24

6. REVEAL CHRIST! JN. 4:25-26

3



WHAT IS COMPASSION?

• Compassion is that (human) disposition that fuels Acts of kindness and mercy.

• Compassion, a form of love, is aroused within us when we are confronted with 

those who suffer or are vulnerable. Compassion is not a uniquely Christian 

response to suffering, notice (Lk. 10:33), “But a Samaritan, who was on a journey, 

came upon him; and when he saw him, he felt compassion,” cf (Ex. 2:6) even 

though Christians have unique reasons for nurturing their compassionate 

dispositions.

• Compassion is caring about others. • Compassion is showing concern through kind 

thoughts, words and actions. • Compassion is helping and giving. • Compassion is 

listening and being patient. • Compassion is a response to suffering

• What does compassion look like? [ACTIONS] • What does compassion sound like? 

[WORDS] • What does compassion feel like? [EMOTIONS]
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COMPASSION
CHOICE OR COMMAND?

• Divine compassion has human implications. Because God is compassionate, Notice 
Ex. 34:6) “Then the LORD passed by in front of him and proclaimed, “The LORD, the 
LORD God, compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in 
lovingkindness and truth;” He expects His people to be as well. The mercy He has 
extended to sinners like us should motivate us to be similarly compassionate with 
others. In fact, CHRIST COMMANDED US TO BE COMPASSIONATE.

• Showing mercy to the weak and infirm is the duty of every Christian. In Luke’s gospel, 
Jesus gave us a direct instruction that stands as a MANDATE not only for the church but 
for each individual believer. He said:

• Notice (Lk. 14:12-14) “When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your 
friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, otherwise they may also 
invite you in return and that will be your repayment. 13, But when you give a 
reception, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind 14, and you will be 
blessed, since they do not have means to repay you; for you will be repaid at the 
resurrection of the righteous.”
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• Could this text be anymore clear? I don’t see how.

• Jesus is saying that if you are hosting a celebration or a feast, you shouldn’t 
invite only those who can pay you back by giving you a reciprocal invitation. 
Invite people who have no capacity to pay you back in any way. If you want 
to manifest the love and compassion of God, that is the way to do it. TRUE 
CHRISTLIKE GENEROSITY MEANS SHOWING KINDNESS THAT CAN NEVER BE 
REPAID.

• When you are lavish in giving to someone you know will be bountiful in 
return, that is not the generosity of God; that is the typical, shallow altruism of 
HUMAN SELF-INTEREST. Only when you are generous to those who are 
powerless to reciprocate are you truly showing the generosity of God. And if 
you really want to enter into the joy of God, there is no better way.
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• That is a solemn command from Christ. It is a practical mandate that 
should characterize our relationships with others on a personal level, in the 
context of our families, and especially in our fellowship with other believers. 
Let that be the spirit that permeates our dealings with our neighbors.

• Now put that command together with everything we have seen about the 
STEADFAST LOVE OF GOD; 

• THE REDEMPTIVE PURPOSE OF GOD IN SHOWING COMPASSION; 

• THE PROFUSE GENEROSITY DAVID DISPLAYED TO MEPHIBOSHETH; (2 
Sam. 9)

• AND ABOVE ALL CHRIST AS THE ULTIMATE EXPRESSION OF DIVINE 
COMPASSION, who literally took our weakness and infirmities as His own 
in order to identify with us.
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• The New Testament continues to speak about God as the COMPASSIONATE 
ONE. God's compassion is demonstrated in his Son’s (JESUS) ministry for and 
among his people (Matt. 9:36 ; Mk. 6:34). Just a few examples.

• THE MESSIANIC COMPASSION IS EXTENDED TO THE HELPLESS CROWDS 
(Matt. 9:36)

• THE SICKLY MASSES (Matt. 14:14), THE HUNGRY PEOPLE (Mk. 8:2)

• THE BLIND MEN (Matt. 20:34). 

• The “WAITING FATHER” (Lk. 15:20) is filled with compassion when he sees 
his wayward son returning — just as God has compassion on us and accepts 
us when we repent and return to him.
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• If all those things illustrate the kind of compassion we’re supposed to show to 
the weak and disabled in our communities, it seems shockingly, uncomfortably 
obvious that we as believers in Christ—both collectively and individually—need 
to do more than we are currently doing to reach out and minister to people in 
our culture who are disabled, weak, blind, poor, and living in distress. They are 
often overlooked by the rest of society. THEY MUST NOT BE NEGLECTED BY 
THE CHURCH.

• The church was not established as a country club or a fraternity house for fit, 
cool, and stylish people. It is a fellowship of those who recognize their own 
fallenness and utter helplessness, who have laid hold of Christ for salvation, 
and whose main business on earth is showing other needy sinners the way of 
salvation. If we neglect to reach out especially to those who are blind, infirm, 
or otherwise disabled, then we are simply not being faithful heralds of the 
tender mercy of Christ.


