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PRICIPLES 
FOR 
BIBLICAL 
EVENGELISM
FOUND IN 
JOHN 4, “THE 
WOMAN AT 
THE WELL.” 

1. TAKE THE INITIATIVE! JN. 4:6-9 

2. OFFER GOD’S MERCY! JN. 4:10-14

3. IDENTIFY SPIRITUAL NEEDS! JN. 
4:9-10

4. CONFRONT SIN JN! 4:16-18

5. REJECT FALSE WORSHIP! JN. 4:19-
24

6. REVEAL CHRIST! JN. 4:25-26
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UNCOMPRIMISING EVANGELISM

• THE APOSTLE PAUL’S SERMON ON MARS’ HILL (Acts 17:16–33) has been 
exploited endlessly by evangelistic innovators and missionary 
methodologists in recent decades. The acute cultural awareness Paul 
displayed in his preaching has been used to validate everything from 
worldliness (under the guise of contextualization) to the appreciative study 
of other religions. But careful examination of the passage completely 
undermines those arguments. The apostle’s message to the sophisticated 
Greek thinkers of his day reveals an UNCOMPROMISING EVANGELIST 
ARMED WITH A NARROW AND EXCLUSIVE MESSAGE.
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• PAUL launched right into that message, beginning with CREATION:

(Acts. 17:24-25) “The God who made the world and all things in it, since He is 
Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands; 25,
nor is He served by human hands, as though He needed anything, since He 
Himself gives to all people life and breath and all things;”

• There’s a wealth of truth about God in this text, and it directly contradicted 
Greek religious belief. Paul was not stepping around their sensitivities or 
trying to avoid truth they might not want to hear.

• All their gods dwelt in man-made temples, and they were manlike entities, 
not at all like the transcendent Supreme Being Paul was describing. These men 
were well-educated, and undoubtedly familiar with the HEBREW GOD. 
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• They knew about HIS EXCLUSIVITY—“The Lord is our God; the Lord is one! 
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your might” (Deut. 6:4–5). They knew His first commandment 
was, “You shall have no other gods before Me” (Ex. 20:3; Deut. 5:7). Surely 
as soon as Paul began speaking these men understood that he was declaring 
the same God the Hebrews worshiped, and they would have understood the 
ramifications of that.

• Paul identified God as the CREATOR: He “made the world and all things in 
it” (Acts. 17:24). He is the SUSTAINER of all life: “He Himself gives to all 
people life and breath and all things” (V. 25). He is SOVEREIGN: “He is Lord 
of heaven and earth” (V. 24); “He made from one man every nation of 
mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined their 
appointed times and the boundaries of their habitation” (V. 26). And He is 
OMNIPRESENT: “He is not far from each one of us” (V. 27).
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• Moreover, Paul told them, GOD DESIRES that people should “seek God, if 
perhaps they might grope for Him and find Him” (V. 27). Paul was telling 
these philosophers that seeking God is a MORAL OBLIGATION. 

• If God is indeed the sovereign, omnipotent Creator who desires that we 
seek Him, then NOT TO SEEK HIM is a SIN!!! That truth would not have 
escaped these philosophers. They knew that Paul was laying before them a 
clear imperative that they seek and worship the one true God he 
represented. 

• In essence, Paul was saying, “The God I declare to you is supreme over 
every other being, and He is worthy of your exclusive loyalty and worship. 
You had better seek Him until you find Him.” This struck a blow directly at 
their syncretism and polytheism. There could have been no question in their 
minds about adding Paul’s God to their existing pantheon. Paul was urging 
them to abandon their religion and worship the eternal Creator of all things, 
the God who made all other gods petty and obsolete.
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• Notice the unusual way Paul structures his defense (apologetics)of the 
true God: He quotes Greek poetry. “In Him we live and move and exist, 
as even some of your own poets have said, ‘For we also are His 
children’” (V. 28). Both the first and the closing phrases of that verse 
are quotations from Greek poets. EPIMENIDES—the same poet who 
erected the altars to the “UNKNOWN GOD”—said, “In thee we live and 
move and have our being.” ARATUS was the poet who said, “We are his 
offspring.”

• Oddly enough, when Epimenides said, “In thee we live and move and 
have our being,” and when Aratus wrote, “We are indeed his 
offspring,” they were talking about ZEUS. 
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• So, why would Paul quote these praises to an idol and apply them 
statements to God? Because he was making a DEFENSE OF THE FAITH. His 
point may be paraphrased like this: “Your own poets, with no knowledge 
of the true God whatsoever, nevertheless gave testimony to the 
inescapable fact that there had to be a sovereign, life-giving, all-powerful 
creator. Zeus does not fit that description. BUT THE GOD I DECLARE TO 
YOU, WHOM YOU DON’T KNOW YET, IS THAT ALMIGHTY ONE.” 

• Paul’s use of ancient poets simply underscored the truth of (Rom. 1:19–20) 
“because that which is known about God is evident within them; for God 
made it evident to them. 20, For since the creation of the world His 
invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly 
seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they are 
without excuse.”
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• The rational mind demands an eternal cause for the effect of creation. 
Therefore, many attributes of God are so obvious that even pagan poets 
understand them—although they attach them to the WRONG GOD.

• It was a powerful point. Paul was making the most of the situation, 
declaring that the true God whom they didn’t know is Creator, Sustainer, 
and Sovereign of the universe, then quoting their own poets as proof that 
such a sovereign Creator must exist. 

• Paul was not content with merely securing their attention. He was not 
trying to impress them with his intellect or obtain their approval of him 
personally. He was not trying to win the world’s respect or to gain 
acceptance as a philosopher. HIS SOLE AIM WAS TO CONVERT THESE 
PEOPLE TO CHRIST, AND HE WAS JUST COMING TO THE HEART OF HIS 
MESSAGE.


