
Marks of Godly Leadership 
Scripture: Genesis 45:4–15 (NASB 95) 

 
Introduction 
Leadership is not reserved for a select few, it is revealed in all. Every life leaves a mark, shaping 
those around us in the home, the workplace, and the church. The question is not whether we lead, 
but how we lead. Genesis 45 places Joseph in a defining moment. Face to face with the very men 
who betrayed him, his response reveals what has been formed in him. Instead of bitterness or 
revenge, we see the marks of godly leadership on full display.  

 
Main Points 
 
1. Tender C_________________________ — A Heart That Draws Near 

• Key Scripture: Genesis 45:4 
• Joseph responds to fear with tenderness rather than retaliation. 
• He removes distance and draws his brothers near. 
• Godly leadership moves toward people in their weakness instead of withdrawing from 

them. 
 

 
2. Doctrinal C_________________________ — A Mind Grounded in Truth 

• Key Scripture: Genesis 45:5–8 
• Joseph acknowledges their sin but interprets it through the sovereignty of God. 
• He helps them understand that God was at work even through their wrongdoing. 
• Right thinking, shaped by truth, leads to right living. 

 
 
3. Restorative C_________________________ — A Life That Moves to Action 

• Key Scripture: Genesis 45:9–15 
• Joseph not only forgives his brothers, he provides for them and restores them. 
• His compassion is active, intentional, and forward-moving. 
• True restoration flows from a heart changed by God and a mind grounded in truth. 

 
 
Application 
For Unbelievers: 
Christ does not merely show care, He restores. Through His life, death, and resurrection, He 
reconciles sinners to God. Come to Him and receive forgiveness and new life. 
For Believers: 
Examine your life. Are you leading with tender care, doctrinal clarity, and restorative 
compassion? Let your leadership reflect the work God has done in you. 

 
Closing Thought 
A godly leader is marked by a heart that cares, a mind grounded in truth, and a life that moves 
toward restoration. When God has truly worked in you, it will be seen not only in what you feel 
or know, but in how you respond to others. 


