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Come to the Table.

“I'd like to take this opportunity to ask every person listening in, whoever and
wherever they may be, to pause for a moment and contemplate the events of the past

few hours and to give thanks in his or her own way.” — Buzz Aldrir

{ACTUAL NOTES}



..without the shedding of blood, there is no remission of sins.

At about THREE O’CLOCK, Jesus called out with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?”

hich means “My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?”




Christ, our Passover Lamb, has been sacrificed for us.

For you know that God paid a ransom to save you from the empty life you inherited from|

our ancestors. And it was not paid with mere gold or silver, which lose their value. It was

the precious blood of Christ, the sinless, spotless Lamb of God. God chose him as your|

ransom long before the world began.

“‘Now the time has come for the Son of Man to enter into his glory. I tell you the truth,

unless a kernel of wheat is planted in the soil and dies, it remains alone. But its death will

produce many new kernels—a plentiful harvest of new lives.”



“This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

‘I am the Lord, and I WILL bring you out from under the yoke of the Egyptians. I WILL

free you from being slaves to them, and I WILL redeem you with an outstretched arm and

ith mighty acts of judgment. I WILL take you as my own people, and I will be your God.”



after the resurrection, what does Jesus do? He prepares a meal. This is Jesus’ way of saying our
relationship may have been fractured, but | receive you back!

Today we're gonna be participating in something that's been observed by believers all around the world ever
since the day Jesus instituted it more than 2000 years ago and this meal is a reconciliation meal! No matter
who you are or what you've done, you're invited to this table because Jesus’ shed blood and broken body
are the way back! Come on praise God today if you are glad that all are welcome at His table and that He
has made a way for us to come back to Him! This is a meal that can bring us into the presence of God, can
help us deal with our brokenness, can restore fellowship with God and one another and bring honor to Jesus
Christ!

I love the way John Calvin described what happens in communion. He said it simply:

i 1ifJURMRNERIRR - scs over into ours.

AND here is the best part about this. It's awesome when we can enjoy it in the context of a weekend
worship service like today. But it's not an essential part of every worship service. The New Testament
simply doesn't treat it that way. AND the New Testament never prescribes a frequency. It simply says,
“Whenever you do it, do it in remembrance of Jesus.” BUT when you consider the fact that communion itself
grew out of the Passover feast, which was a family meal, the ideal place to have communion is among your
friends and family!

SO, today | want to empower you, even though we're going to participate in communion together, that this is
not something that's pastor or priest centered, but Jesus centered! I'd love for you to periodically, in your
home, or with some of your friends from church, to celebrate this and all its meaning together outside of the
four walls of the church building! We will always do it periodically as a church family, but for those of you
who crave more frequency, | wanna set you free to do this on your own! And to do in a context more like the
original Passover meal, which is a meal shared with friends.

Alright, here’s something else | put in my notes before we wrap this up. | wrote, before the ink was dry

on the new covenant there was betrayal. At practically every juncture in human history, whenever
God entered into a covenant with His people, almost immediately after that covenant was ratified, there was
a betrayal of that covenant on the part of the people. In other words, before the ink was even dry on the
promises of God, we turn around and betray Him.

For example, God made a promise to Noah to never again destroy the world with a flood. And how does
Noah repay him? By getting lights out drunk and passing out naked. God made a covenant with Abraham to
bless him, make him into a great people, give them a land of their own. And then at the first sign of difficulty,
Abraham deserts the land and lies about his wife, Sarah. When God made a covenant with Israel at Mount
Sinai after delivering them from slavery in Egypt, before Moses could return from the top of the mountain,
Israel was cavorting like pagans around a golden idol. When David was promised that there would always be
one of his descendants on the throne in God's kingdom he repaid God by committing adultery and murdering
the woman's husband. You get the picture.

Well, the Gospel of Mark lays out this same betrayal scenario by using something that's called Chiastic {Key-
ass-tick} Structure. It's a very distinctive Jewish way of writing. As Westerners, when we write a story, we
tend to build toward a main point which typically lies at the end of the story. Jewish people didn't write like
that. Instead, they would often sandwich their main point, not at the end, but at the center of a story. So, in
Mark's account of the Lord's supper, it's sandwiched between two accounts of betrayal by his inner most
circle of friends. Before the supper, Judas betrayal, and immediately after, Peter's betrayal.



“Come to this sacred table, not because you must, but because you may; come to

testify not that you are righteous but that you sincerely love our Lord Jesus Christ an

desire to be His true disciples. Come, not because you're strong, but because you'rg

weak; not because you have any claim on heaven's rewards, but because in your frail
and sin you stand in constant need of heaven's mercy. Come because you love the Lord
a little and want to love Him more; come because He loved you and gave Himself fo

you; lift up your hearts, above your cares and fears; let this bread and wine be a sig

of God’s grace to you and a pledge of your love to the Lord Christ.

Do this in remembrance of me...



ou will be drawn back to this meal again and again until the Master returns. You must

never let familiarity breed contempt.

“You are always to remember this day and celebrate it with a feast to the Lord. Your

descendants are to honor the Lord with this feast from now on.”

hoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me, and I in him.

“It is Monday, and I was just sitting down to a dinner of turnips and potatoes when

parcel you sent arrived. Such things give me greater joy than I can say. Although I'r



utterly convinced that nothing can break the bonds between us, I seem to need some
outward token or sign to reassure me. I suppose it's rather like the felt need in ou
religion for the sacraments.



