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If you guys would remain standing for a moment as we read our theme text for today. How many of you
have ever made a mess? Sometimes those messes are small like kicking over your Stanley full of coffee...
but other times our messes are big like ruining a relationship with someone we love and care about because
of our actions.

Last week, we explored the concept of sin. Sin is both the most tangibly agreed upon concept of faith—
even if you don't believe in God—and at the same time the most controversial. That's what we wrestled
with, are we just a mistaker or a sinner?

Today we are going see how God wads into the mess. David writes in Psalm 32:10:

David tells us from his experience with God and his mess, which was a big one, that the key to experiencing
God's surrounding love and protection lies in trusting Him. One my favorite authors says it like this:

“Trusting in God invites us into a divine dance, where we find confidence in His
unwavering character. It's the knowing that He is not just good, but extravagantly
loving, fiercely just, and relentlessly faithful. In the rhythms of trust, we embrace the
truth that His goodness follows us all the days of our lives.” - John Eldredge

I don’t know how you think God views your mess today but let’s pray and open our hearts to what He wants
to show us.

[PRAYER TIME]

Hey before you grab a seat why don’t you find a few people around you and say “Hi.” Welcome to everyone
joining us on our app or social channels. Let us know how we can pray for you or serve you and if this
message blesses you, consider sharing it with a friend.

Well today we are in the third part of a collection of messages called “The Journey of Faith” and the premise
behind it is simply this:

Your faith, whatever it is or whatever that looks like for you today, began somewhere! Every journey begins
somewhere. Every love story begins somewhere. The journey of your career began somewhere. The
journey of you moving to Florida began somewhere (unless you are one of the 25 people actually born here
like me). Every journey begins somewhere BUT we don't typically think about faith beginning somewhere.

For some of us, not all of us, but for some, we grew up in a home where somebody handed down some faith
to us. They prayed for us, or we saw people praying before a meal, we attended a service, or a church
camp, or something where they said, “Here, this is what you should believe.” And there is nothing wrong
with that. That's a good thing, a Godly thing.



What if we didn't know anything, where would we begin?

The story of faith also began somewhere.

The three largest faith traditions all claim the same beginning.



AND all of three faith traditions believe that the first man on earth was named Adam, | don't know if you
knew that. Muhammad believed that Adam was the first Muslim and that he was also the first prophet. In
Judaism, we see Adam and Eve and the whole Garden of Eden account. Christians also take the story of
Adam seriously. But the reason Christians take it seriously is not because it's in the Book of Genesis,
necessarily. The reason Christians have taught that story is because Jesus actually mentions Adam as if he
was a real person.

SO, all three faith traditions believe there was a Creator, there was then the first person that God created,
AND they all believe that somehow humanity messed up this incredible creation that God gave us.
Essentially God created a perfect world, and then human beings messed the whole thing up.

Now, you may not buy into the whole Adam and Eve story, or you may believe that it's an allegory that
explains human behavior, but here's what we all agree on, especially if you were here last week. What we all
agree on is that we have messed the world up! In fact, last week we learned that we are not just “mistakers,”
it's worse than that. We might actually be what? Right, sinners! We go, no no no, | make mistakes, we all
make mistakes, but I'm no sinner. But what do you call someone who makes the same mistakes over and
over again? What do you call someone who makes mistakes on purpose? A habitual premeditated
mistaker? NO, call it what it is, we are all sinners. So, somehow the world has gone wrong. God made it
good, and we screwed it all up because we are all sinners.

All three of the world’s major faith traditions all come together around that. AND they also come together
around God’s interaction with a single man. All three believe that God began to correct the problems of this
world through a man named Abraham:

Abraham is where the three traditions come together, and Abraham is also where the three world traditions
separate. At Abraham, Judaism goes one direction. Hundreds of years later Christianity rises out of
Judaism and goes in a completely different direction. And at Abraham, Islam reaches back into history
2,600 years later and goes in third direction. But Christianity, Judaism, and Islam all look back to Abraham
as the father of their faith. They all believe God began to interact with mankind in a strategic way to fix the
problem of sin, starting with Abraham.

Here's why I'm bringing this up. The reason we're gonna talk about this is because there is a conversation
recorded in the book of Genesis between God and Abraham that, regardless of what you believe about the
Bible and regardless of where you are in your faith, this conversation touches on a tension that you have felt.
It touches on something that you have wrestled with, and that maybe you're wrestling with even today
based on your childhood faith.

The question that we all ask at some point is, “If there is a God, then how are we doing? Where do |
stand with God? Can God hear my prayers? Does God even care? Can | ever know for sure?”
And in this little conversation we're gonna look at in just a minute, there's a statement. There's a single
statement that's so powerful as you think about restarting your faith as an adult. Basically, | want to show
you why Abraham, this ancient guy, is important for your personal faith journey today.

AND to understand the significance of Abraham'’s story, you first have to understand something of the
dilemma that we as humans put God in. It was a little bit like this:

Years ago, when my oldest daughter Sophie was about 3 and half years old, one evening she started
complaining that her stomach hurt before she went to bed. | had thrown her dinner out after like 45 minutes
of her not eating so | just figured she was just hungry, which was the goal. Don't look at me like that, your
parents did it to you and you survived. Anyway, around 10:45 we hear her crying in her room, so we go in



there and she is screaming about her belly. Nothing we did could calm her down so finally | said let’'s go to
the bathroom in case you throw up. And sure enough, she starts coughing and has that look about her, that
look that tells you, you better get your kid over the toilet fast. So, | start telling her over and over to get over
the toilet, get over the toilet, get over the toilet Sophie but she just stood their flapping her wings. That'’s
what we used to call it when she was little, she would just stand there flapping her arms like this... But no
matter how loud | yelled she wouldn’t get over the toilet. Then, right as | am about to walk in there she lets it
all out all over the floor, the walls, herself! She is basically trapped now on a little clean spot surrounded by
a sea of vomit. There was no way for her to come to us and no way for us to get to her. So, | look at her
standing there with tears running down her face, | look at the mess she has made, and say, “Well, | told you
what to do, you made a mess, good luck getting cleaned up and back into bed.” | said, “Come on babe let’s
go back to bed, she’s on her own.” And we walked off.

Now, let’s stop there and be honest. Some of you, some of you think that's what God is like. Some of you
feel like God, every once in a while, stares at you in the middle of a mess of your own making and He goes
“Well, there you go. Figure it out. Call me when you get this mess cleaned up.”

BUT here’s what is so interesting about that, you don't believe for a moment that | left my own daughter
standing in her little sea of vomit, do you? Which means you believe that | have more compassion than God.
Which is not true! Which means perhaps there's something about God that you don't know. | did what any
father would do, | got a rag, wadded into the mess, and started cleaning up.

Now, in a similar way mankind had so polluted the world. We think about injustice in our world today, we
cannot even imagine the injustices in the ancient world where there was no law, there was no civil society. It
was survival of the fittest and survival of the richest. Where slavery wasn't a second thought. Where
kidnapping was common place. Where if you wanted someone you just took them. Where there were no
cities, states, nations, or rule of law the way that we think of them now, just a very, very chaotic world where
it was unimaginable and would be so offensive to our modern sensibilities. Into that world, God stared and
realized that sin had taken hold of humanity. “Do | wade into this mess and try to find a beginning point for
cleaning it up? Or do | hang just a big ‘Out of Order' sign over the Earth and go do something else,
somewhere else?”

All the major faith traditions believe that God decided to wade into the mess of humanity. And that He
waded in by choosing a single man, Abraham around 1876 BC.

Abraham was a normal guy though; he wasn't some ultra righteous guy. In fact, he had some real issues.
One time Abraham was going through Egypt with his wife Sarah, when she was young and beautiful, and
Pharaoh saw her and said, "l want her." That's how it worked. So, they went to Abraham, and they said, "Is
this your wife?" Abraham saw it coming and he realized, "Hey, if they think I'm married to her then they are
going to kill me to take my wife!" So, Abraham, being the courageous man of God that he was said, "You
know, she's not really my wife she's more like a sister. You can have her." And he gave his wife to Pharaoh!
Now, you think you have some problems in your relationship, just imagine that. "I'll just get another one."
That's Abraham, that's hero of the story. He had all kinds of problems; he had all kinds of issues. But just
like a bathroom covered in vomit, God had to start somewhere.

So, God picks imperfect Abraham. And here's what He said to him, this story is found in the book of Genesis
(Ch.12, v1). The Lord said to Abraham:

In other words, | want you to abandon and leave your old life, | want to isolate you because, Abraham, I'm
starting over. I'm doing something new. I'm starting something that's ultimately going to impact the whole
world. And I've chosen you as the beginning point.



{PROMISE + VERSE ON SAME SLIDE}

> | will make you into a great nation,

and I will bless you; I will make your name great,

and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.”



4 Then the word of the LORD came to him: “This man will not be your heir, but a son who

is your own flesh and blood will be your heir.”

5 He took him outside and said, “Look up at the sky|
and count the stars—if indeed you can count them.”

, “So shall your offspring be.”

© Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness.

{CUE SOUND}



“That little incident in Egypt, with your wife or was it your sister, I'm confused, Hey Abraham, I'm not holding
that against you. That whole thing to come, with your wife's servant and having sex with her in order to
have a child... Hey Abraham, | accept you because you trusted me right here, right now.” This was
something new.

Another way of saying it is:

This is the first implication in history that a human being can have a right standing with God. And how did it
happen? Faith. Trust.

And here's the interesting thing, and I'm not trying to be critical, I'm just trying to take us all on a journey
together. Years would go by, and the Jews would come along, and they would miss this. They would say,
“No, no, no. The way you have a right standing with God, is by being Jewish, we are God's chosen people,
we are God's called people.” In fact, by the time Jesus showed up, a couple thousand years later, the Jews
said to Jesus, “Hey, we don't need you, we are Abraham's sons, we are Abraham's daughters it's enough.”

Then 700 years after Jesus, Mohammad would come along and say, “No, the way that you have a right
standing with God, is that you must believe in the one, true God and you must believe in his prophets, and
you must do works and acts of righteousness. And at end of your life, your good works will be measured
against your bad, and Allah will determine if you have a righteous standing. If God wills it you will make it in,
BUT you won't know till the end.” It's what you do that counts.

Even Jesus followers, about 30 minutes after Jesus left the earth, they started arguing about this. And right
on through the Reformation, the Church has been split over this issue of how do you have a right standing
with God? How do you know when God says, "You're approved"? How do you know when God says,

"I love you, you're fine?" How do you know when you've done enough, when you've believed enough? How
do you know, and can you know? Is it birth? Is it behavior? Is it belief? Is it a combination of two or three of
those?

God revealed to Abraham, the secret. And it's almost impossible to comprehend that the most high God,
would make the standard so simple. That the most high God, would put the bottom rung on the ladder, so
low. That the most high God, who saw each of us in a mess of our own making, would wade into our mess
and say, "Do you trust Me?" It's simple. "Will you trust me? Will you trust that what | say is true and that I'll
do what | promised | would do?"

God made it so simple. So, here's the question and we're gonna stop for this leg of the journey:

What if what we saw with Abraham, God deciding as a loving Heavenly Father, to wade into a sea of vomit,
and decided I've got to start somewhere. I'm gonna pick one unrighteous man and I'm gonna connect with
him in a personal way, and all | require is that he say God, “I trust you.” What if that's it? What if the journey
of faith begins as a simple act of trust?

Now, here's what | want you to do. For all of you with lots of "Yeah, but what abouts? But what abouts?" |
don't want to convince you, honestly, this isn't about convincing you yet. We're just having a conversation
where I'm the only one with a microphone. But here is your homework question. Here's what | want
everybody to talk about on the ride home, over lunch, during dinner one night this week, here is the
question. Ready? {F/T ON ONE SLIDE}



Which of the following best reflects your view? Why?

1. God accepts me based on my birth

2. God accepts me based on my behavior.

3. God accepts me based on what | believe
4. Some combination of the above.



