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While everyone here is the house is saying “Hi” | want to take a moment and say “Hi” to everyone joining us
on our app or social channels. We consider you a part of the family so let us know how we can pray for you
or serve you in any way. AND if this message blesses you consider sharing it with a friend or family member.

Well, happy Mother’s Day again to all the ladies of the house. No matter what you take away from today |
hope you take away that what you do matters! Your faith matters! Your prayers matter! The love you show
us matters! We would not have a complete understanding of what God is like without understanding a
Mother’s love.

Speaking of an understanding of God, we are in the sixth message of an eight-part collection of messages
called “The Journey of Faith.” Which means there are only two more to go. For some of you that’s sad
because you have really enjoyed this journey, you have been learning and wrestling and it's been awesome.
For others of you, knowing we only have two more weeks, that's like light at the end of the tunnel.

In case you are just jumping in today, the question that has been driving this whole journey is:

What if we'd never heard any of those old stories, what if we'd never read the Bible, where would we begin?
Where would we begin our adult faith journey because every journey begins somewhere?

AND for many of us, that journey began in childhood like it did for me. Your parents, a pastor, a priest came
along and said, “Here... believe this.” And so, you did. You believed in Jesus, the Easter Bunny, the Tooth
Fairy, Santa Claus and whatever else they told you because they were your parents, right? And there is
nothing wrong with passing your faith onto your kids, it's a good thing and a Godly thing.

BUT what happens when no one comes along and helps you begin your faith again as an adult is you get
older and there’s this growing gap between what you were told as a child about faith and what you
experience in the real world. So, some of us put on our Ray Ban’s and didn't look too hard at real life, every
once in a while something would happen that would kind of rock our faith a little bit, but we wouldn't stare at
it for too long. We put in our air pods, tune to the Joy FM, and tune out real life.

Others of you were too honest for that. As there was a gap between what you were told as a child and what
you experienced as an adult, you brought it front and center and went, “Well, that just kinda of messes up
everything | was taught!” And so, you intentionally walked away.

But, probably for most of us, you just got busy! Your view of God didn't quite line up with the real world but
who has time to study philosophy and theology with three kids running around under the age of 10? You just
went on and hoped it worked out somehow, some way, show up for Easter and Christmas just in case, say a
prayer every now and then, but you just got busy living life.

We've all responded a little bit differently, but the truth is, for many people in our culture today, they have
not gone back and had an adult beginning point for their faith. We have this weird mix of Sunday School
stories and Joe Rogan and something we heard in college. You kind of hope there's a God out there
somewhere, but you're not sure it's the Sunday School God you grew up with. Maybe it's the Bible God,
maybe it's just the New Testament part. You're not sure how to figure all that out. So, we've asked the
question, “What would it look like to explore the question of faith as an adult?” That's what this whole
journey has been about.



God, if you will... | promise I'll always...

{ADD TO PREVIOUS ON SAME SLIDE}

God, if you will... I'll never..

You didn’t keep your end of that deal, did you?

Assumption #1 - God knows you exist.



Assumption #2 - You have something God wants.

God doesn't want something fromyou
God wants something foryou

{ON SAME SLIDE UNDER ABOVE}

Unmerited Favor



Grace is when you bring home a full-size candy bar for your kids, not because they deserve it, not because
they earned it, just because you wanted them to have it. Grace speaks to the character of the Giver, not the
receiver. It's unmerited favor. And this is at the center of Christianity.

The most famous verse in the New Testament says it best: For God so loved the world that He... gave! The
Christian faith is not based on the negotiation model; it's based on the gift model. The cross of Jesus is the
overwhelming evidence that God is for us. So, there’s no need to bargain. Obedience is not a bargaining
chip. Obedience isn’'t a way to get something. It's our response to having already received something.

Grace is favor or blessing that is neither earned nor deserved. Mercy (sometimes we lump these words
together, but mercy) is not getting what you DO deserve: punishment & payback. Grace on the other hand
is getting precisely what you DON'T deserve: favor & blessing. Grace, this unmerited favor that we are
going to look at today, is what separates Christianity from everything else AND maybe even from the way
you have approached God in the past.

There's a very specific passage in the New Testament | want us to look at for a few minutes to better
understand this. If you grew up in church, you've probably heard this before. If you didn't grow up in
church, this is kind of a complicated passage of Scripture where the Apostle Paul describes for us the
centrality of grace and the importance of grace as you consider your adult faith journey.

In about 65AD, or about 30 years after the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus, the Apostle Paul writes
to a church in the port city of Ephesus. As some of you know, the Apostle Paul doesn’t walk onto the pages
of history as Paul. He was actually named Saul and we first see him trying to arrest and kill any followers of
this Jesus cult. Saul has an encounter with a resurrected Jesus and his life is changed forever. Instead of
killing Christians, he now becomes the leading Christian.

Paul would go on to start most of the first churches, including one in the ancient port city of Ephesus. And
while he was awaiting trial in Rome, Paul wrote this church a letter that has been preserved in the New
Testament book of Ephesians. And in this little letter, he gives us extraordinary insight into what it means to
understand or to embrace the grace of God, if anyone knew about unmerited favor, it was Paul. This is what
he writes, he says: (Eph 2)

And by dead, he meant you were separated from God. He was using an analogy, he's saying, in terms of
your relationship with God, you didn't have one. It's like you were dead to God, and God was dead to you.

And then he goes on in the next few verses and describes the details of how we were far from God, and we
did things we knew we shouldn't do, and we violated our own conscience. We didn't even keep our own
standards. We aren’t just mistakers we are actual sinners, remember that, we talked about that in week 2.
BUT a few verses later, he hits a transition point. He says, “You were dead in your trespasses and sin. You
were far from God.” And then he says this:

BUT God... You had a problem, but God.

Now the reason this is important is because the way many of us approach God is this, “God, I've done some
bad things, but | am going to do better. God, | haven't talked to you in a while, but | am going to start praying
more. God, I've really screwed this one up but |, but I, but I, but I...” And the apostle Paul says, NO it's a new
day. There's a new approach. God has done something new. When you realize that you have blown it,



"God, | know | shouldn't have... but | promise..."

{KEEP BUILDING VERSE THROUGH VERSE 5}

4 But God, being rich in mercy,

because of His great love with which He loved us,

5 made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by GRACE you|

have been saved.

God chose to un-separate you because He wanted to.

{NEW SLIDE}

® For it is by GRACE you have been saved,
through FAITH



{BUILD ONTO PREVIOUS, VERSE 8}

—and this is not from yourselves, it is the GIFT of God

by works, so that no one can boast.



GIFT of God—not by WORKS

What standard will you use to determine where you stand with

What you DO for you?
What God has DONE for you?
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» Because of his great love with which he loved you...

* It is by grace you have been saved, through faith...

e Itis the gift of God..

Most people respond to the idea of unconditional grace with, “But

what about...?” What's your “But what about...?”



