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Wealth and honor come from you alone, for you rule over everything. Power and might are

in your hand, and at your discretion people are made great and given strength. “O our God,
te)

we thank you and praise your glorious name! But who am I, and who are my people, that|

e could give anything to you? Everything we have has come from you, and we give you

only what you first gave us!

{These will all be on one slide with icons}

ess is More
tress is Bad.
ving is Good.
Tomorrow Matters.



Bad, Giving is Good, Tomorrow Matters. I'm going to be annoying, because | really want you months and
months from now to be able to say these things. Help me out, what are we talking about...

The first week we talked about the principle that less is more. Better is one hand full with tranquility than
two hands full with toil and chasing after the wind. Less is more. Last week, we talked about that stress is
bad. Financial stress is bad, to be in bondage, the borrower is what... a slave to the lender. Today we're
going to talk about giving is good. Everybody say, “Giving is good."

In Acts 20:35 there is a powerful verse that illustrates this awesome truth. The Apostle Paul is speaking to
the church Ephesus and tells them this:

It's more blessed to give than to receive. Say that with me: /t's more blessed to give than to receive. One
more time: /t's more blessed to give than to receive.

That doesn't mean it's not a blessing to receive. Right? My birthday is coming up in December and if you
graciously remember and get me something | will be blessed to receive that, right? When someone
remembers or thinks of you and gives you a gift it is a blessing no doubt, it's just MORE blessed to give.

Here’s what | mean. When | think about my receiving or getting or consuming, | cannot remember most of
those gifts. Like who remembers what they got for Christmas last year off the top of your head, no one
remembers it! When | look back over my life, | can think of only a couple times (maybe) when | was
overwhelmed with emotion because | got or consumed something. | don't have a lot of stories like, “I
remember when | got my first flat screen TV, and | cried all the way home. | was just so overwhelmed...” |
don’t have those stories. | don't have memories like, “I got my first pair of Jordans when | was seventeen
and | felt so close to God. It was the most spiritual moment of my life when | slipped my feet into those
shoes.” You don't have those either! You have never said, “When | got my first Coach purse, | think the
angels in heaven sang!” We don't have emotional stories around consumption.

BUT I bet you've got some emotional GIVING stories! If you've ever prayed about giving something and it
was a big gift to you and then you gave on faith and it really impacted someone, what does that make you
feel? Maybe some of you, the first time that you ever tithed, that was a big step of faith, and you felt the joy
of being obedient to God and you saw the provision and blessings of God in your life in an undeniable way.
You remember that! OR you prayed about making a sacrificial gift and it was really emotional to you or there
was something you could have sold but you thought, “You know what? No. | think we're supposed to give
this to someone,” so you did, and they were so blown away by your generosity. Come on, how many of you
know it's more blessed to give than it is to receive? It's just MORE blessed.

A few years ago, when my dad passed away, he left me his truck. It was a nice truck, the nicest vehicle | had
ever driven. | drove it for about a year and then we swapped it for a GMC Acadia that Cheryl drives today.
That was a huge blessing, it was a blessing to receive that. BUT let me tell you what | remember more!
About 2 years before that we bought Cheryl a pre-owned Chevy Equinox. There wasn’t anything particularly
wrong with the SUV she was driving, it was clean, drove great, cold A/C, were we just able to buy her
something a few years newer at the time. AND we could have traded her old SUV in, we could have listed it
on Craigslist and honestly probably got what we paid for it back, but instead we gave it to someone who
only had one car at the time. We just felt like it was what we were supposed to do.

AND I'm here to tell somebody that it was a blessing to receive but with no hesitation in my mind do | tell you
it was more blessed for us to give on that day. The fulfillment, the joy, the sense of being used by God to
make a difference in someone else's life is more blessed!



ou will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion.

our generosity will produce thanksgiving to God.

We don't feel like we have enough.

Seen generosity abused.

Scarcity mindset.



The world of the generous gets larger and larger; the world of the stingy gets smaller and

smaller. The one who blesses others is abundantly blessed; those who help others are
helped.

Learn to trust God with the tithe.

One-tenth of the produce of the land, whether grain from the fields or fruit from the trees,

belongs to the Lord and must be set apart to him as holy.

Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse
be food in my house.

that there ma

{BUILD ONTO ABOVE}



“Test me in this,” says the Lord Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates

of heaven and pour out so much blessing that there will not be room enough to store it.

“What sorrow awaits you teachers of religious law and you Pharisees. Hypocrites! For you

are careful to tithe even the tiniest income from your herb gardens, but you ignore the

more important aspects of the law—justice, mercy, and faith. You should tithe, yes, but do

not neglect the more important things.”



Plan your generosity.

Generous people PLAN to do what is generous, and they stand firm in their generosity.

Start being generous right now.

And | am praying that you will PUT INTO ACTION the generosity that
comes from your faith as you understand and experience all the good things we have in



As followers of Jesus, our driving thought should be this: how can | lead the way with irrational
dgenerosity because | truly believe it is more blessed to give than to receive. | will not wait until later. | will
give now! WHY? Because | truly believe it is more blessed to give than to receive.

Come on, what do we know? We know less is more. Better is one handful with tranquility than two handfuls
with toil and chasing after the wind. We know that stress is bad. We know that giving is what? Say it!
Giving is good. If it's more blessed to give than to receive then why would we wait until later to be a blessing
to other people and to be blessed in our own lives? Jesus said it! We will live it!

How will we do it? We trust God with our first and our best, believing that He will bless the rest. We plan to
be generous. Generous people stand firm in their generosity. We seek God how we can be even more
generous. Then, we start now! Because of all that God has done, our only reasonable response is to be a
blessing in the lives of other people.

What do we know? Every time we give, we are a blessing to someone else AND we are blessed by God.
Imagine if we're enriched in every way. Why? So, we can be generous on every occasion and so that people
would give thanksgiving to God because his people honored Him with generosity.

My prayer is that God would plant this truth deep in our hearts and that we would believe the words of Jesus
today. My prayer has also been that for those of you who are scared to death right now. By faith you want
to be more generous. You want to tithe. You want to plan to give. You want to give now. You want to be
blessed to be a blessing, to see divine opportunities to make a difference. But you are scared to death to do
it. My prayer is that God would encourage you and minister to you as you reorganize your life around Him.
That His faithfulness would rise to your level of faith. And that He would be glorified through our generosity.

Let's take all this before Him now, pray with me.

[PRAYER TIME]



