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While everyone here in the house is saying “Hi,” as always, we say “Hi” to you on our app or social channels.
Hope you had a great Easter and I'm excited you are joining us today. Let us know how we can pray for you
or serve you. AND if this message blesses you, consider sharing it with a friend.

Today we are beginning a brand-new collection of messages called “The Journey of Faith” that | am so
excited about, but before we go any further can we just thank God for what He did in this place on Easter!
We began our church 18 years ago this weekend with the hope and prayer that we would be a safe place for
people to experience God, where anyone could their next steps, and it was so powerful to see God move in
people’s lives! Come on, let’s praise Him one more time!

How many of you have heard this before, “Every journey begins somewhere...” Raise your hands if you have
heard that before? Like if you are planning a big fishing or camping trip maybe it begins at Bass Pro Shops.
That's always a good place to start! Maybe if you are trying to get in shape it begins at the gym you join.
Every love story begins somewhere, right? The journey of your career began somewhere. Maybe your
journey with cancer began at Moffit. You get the idea. The journey of this church began in my living room,
BUT every journey begins somewhere.

AND sometimes we forget that:

Your faith, whatever it is or whatever that looks like for you today, began somewhere!

For some of us, our journey began in childhood through a conversation with a parent, a priest, or a pastor.
Your journey had something to do with something you heard in church, or at a camp, or some program. But
somewhere back there in childhood, you were handed some building blocks, and your faith began.

For others, nobody handed it to you. Over time you kind of cobbled it together based on your own
experience, things you have read, things you have heard. But somewhere back there, you don't really know
when, but your journey began and started putting together your faith. Maybe you haven’t done much with it
sense, but there was place where your faith journey began.

For many of us, our journey included things like this:

Somebody told you that as a kid. Maybe you even had a little prayer before a meal "God is great. God is
Good. Let us thank him for our food." | was always confused, why are the other vegetables not thanking Him
for the food too? Some of you will get that on the ride home, and you still won’t laugh.

Somewhere along the way, you were told:

You better be a good little boy, be a good little girl, ‘cause God rewards the good people and God punishes
you when you are bad. In fact, maybe the tradition you grew up in, they tried to use that to scare the hell out
of you! But there was some kind of formula that God rewards good people.



God answers prayer.

Many of us have been left stranded with an incoherent concept of God. We learne
about God at about the same time as we were told about Santa Claus. But while o
under-standing of the Santa Claus phenomenon evolved and matured, our theolog

remained somewhat infantile. Not surprisingly, when we attained intellectu

maturity, many of us rejected the God we had inherited and denied that he existed,

What if we didn't know anything, where would we begin?



mean is | was taught the Bible is the Word of God. | was taught the Bible is inerrant, meaning no mistakes,
that the whole thing from Genesis to the maps was inspired by God. Adam, Eve, Noah, Jesus coming back...
yep, yep, yep, yep if it's in there then | believe it because the Bible told me so.

Now, | still believe all those things, | want to be clear on that. But the problem comes when we teach this to
kids as a book. The Bible is not a book. It's not one holistic story written by one guy. But when we present it
that way, and never teach what it really is or where it came from, the Bible becomes a house of cards.

Right? All someone had to do was come along and pull away a couple of the pieces in college, and suddenly
the whole thing comes tumbling down, ALONG with your faith! You went into an environment that didn't
respect the Bible and suddenly, that beginning that seemed so relevant way back then, suddenly it all went
away.

Beginning your faith journey as a child is very different than as an adult. Meaning, “The Bible Says,” in
quotes:

Does that make sense? So, we are not going to begin or restart a faith journey with, “The Bible Says.” “The
Bible Says” is not an adequate place to begin faith. But here is the good news and here is the reassuring
news and here's where were gonna go for a few minutes today as we begin...

Christian faith JOUES

See, for those of you who are hoping, that's who I'm really talking to, for those of you who are hoping to hear
something, anything, that reignites faith, that allows you to believe again, even with all the things you have
experienced so far in life. If that's you, then | think today and for the next few weeks you are going to be
pleasantly surprised.

Because, the New Testament, where we get most of what we know about Christianity, Jesus, the apostle
Paul, the church, all that, the New Testament wasn't put together for about 300 years after the events of
Jesus' life. In other words, for the first 300 years of Christianity nobody could say, “Well, the New
Testament says,” because there was no New Testament as we know it today. There were a lot of activities
and rituals. There were creeds and documents, there were letters that Paul wrote. There were the Gospels
that were written and passed around all shortly after Jesus, but for the first 300 years of Christianity there
was no New Testament as we know it today.

Yet, thousands and thousands of people became Jesus' followers during that time. Churches were started
all over the place and none of them could say, “Now, open your Bible to...” But these early Christians had
extraordinary faith! Faith that would just dwarf ours when we think about what they were willing to do and
go through in order to follow Jesus. Many losing their lives for what they believed. And yet for those first
300 years, people’s faith journey had nothing to do with the “Bible.”

So, the question is, how did their faith journey begin then? How did they come to faith in a Jesus? How did
they become Christians if there was no official “Bible.”

Today, | want to answer that question because here's what | believe for some of you, their beginning point
will need to be our beginning point. And it's not that your mom and dad were wrong. It's not that your
pastor or priest was wrong. They presented something to you the way they would have to present it to a
child. It's just that nobody came along after them to help you restart your faith journey as an adult.



16 While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, he was greatly distressed to see that the city

as full of idols.

'7 So he reasoned in the synagogue with both Jews and God-fearing]

Greeks, as well as in the marketplace day by day with those who happened to be there.

18 A group of Epicurean and Stoic philosophers began to debate with him. Some of them

asked, “What is this babbler trying to say?” Others remarked, “He seems to be advocating

foreign gods.” They said this because Paul was preaching the good news about Jesus and

the resurrection.

' Then they took him and brought him to a meeting of the

they said to him, “May we know what this new teaching is that you are presenting?



[The Areopagus]

2° You are bringing some strange ideas to our ears, and we would like to know what they

mean.’]

2 Paul then stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and said: “People of Athens! I see

that in every way you are very religious. 23 For as | walked around and looked carefully at

our objects of worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: TO AN UNKNOWN

So you are ignorant of the very thing you worship—and this is what | am going to proclaim|

>4 “The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and

does not live in temples built by human hands.




5> And he is not served by human hands, as if he needed anything. Rather, he himself gives

everyone life and breath and everything else.

26 From one man he made all the nations, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he

marked out their appointed times in history and the boundaries of their lands.

27 God did this so that they would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him,
though he is not far from any one of us.

*8 ‘For in him we live and move and have our being.” As some of your own poets have said,

‘We are his offspring.’ 29
“Therefore since we are God’s offspring, we should not think that the divine being is like

gold or silver or stone—an image made by human design and skill. 3° In the past God

overlooked such ignorance, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent.




B' For he has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the MAN he has|

appointed. He has given proof of this to everyone by raising him from the dead.”

B2 When they heard about the resurrection of the dead, some of them sneered,

” 9

but others said, “We want to hear you again on this subject.” 33 At that, Paul left the Council.

{CUE SOUND}



1. How and when did your faith journey begin?

2. How well has your faith held up under the pressures of life?



