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How many of you believe that today? God we believe but help our unbelief! We worship you though our
pain, through our failure, through our doubts we declare these truths over our lives! Let’s ask Him to speak
to us as we open up His Word today, pray with me.

[PRAYER TIME]

Hey, before you guys grab a seat why don't you take a few moments and say “Hi” to some people around
you, thank them for being here today. While everyone here in the house is saying “Hi,” as always, we say
“Hi” to everyone joining us on our app or social channels. Let us know where you are watching from and if
we can pray for you or serve you in some way.

Well, we are in the middle week of a collection of messages called “Marriage on the Rock.” As we dive into
God’s Word together we are going to learn how to take our relationship from being on the rocks to being
built on the rock! | know that sounds like preacher hype, and maybe it is a little cheesy, but | am convinced
the Bible is the most relevant relationship text ever written! It contains the timeless wisdom of God and the
life-giving words of Jesus AND if you build your relationship on it you will be able to weather the storms.

| also want you to hear me before we go any further into this. That is my conviction. Everything | just said.
But | also want you to hear that | know a 30-minute message isn’t going to fix everything that wrong in your
marriage. My goal for these few weeks is to give some foundational rocks to build on. There is still a lot of
work to be done beyond anything | could ever communicate from this stage no matter how much time we
had. So, as | said in the opening week, let’s continue to extend grace to each other and pray for each other
whether you find yourself single, married or maybe even single again.

AND to get us back in the flow. In the opening week, we said in our culture we all know how to fall in love, all
it takes is a pulse, the thing many of us have never learned or been taught is how to stay in love. So, we
tried to answer how do we stay in love and the answer came from this idea Jesus came up with 2,000 years
ago, which was basically you have to make love... a verb, right! Love is not a feeling, it is a choice, love is an
action.

Then we came back last week and said what happens somewhere along the way in every marriage is we
take all these desires, and wishes, and dreams for what our marriage will be like, and we hang them around
the neck of our spouse as expectations. And whenever you take a desire and place it on your spouse as an
expectation what you have actually done is limit the ability for love to be exchanged. No one gets credit for
simply living up to expectations right? So, your spouse might live up to some of your expectations, but what
have they done by doing that? All they have done is get back to zero! No one gets loved or appreciated for
simply meeting expectations, so it kills intimacy.

If you missed any of this, | would highly recommend catching the first two parts on our app or website and
maybe even share them with someone who needs this too.

To get us going today on this next “rock” to build on I've got a question that | want you to think about but
don’t answer this out loud because... well, just because, here you will see what | mean:

If you are married, or you were married at some point, why did you get married? Honest question. If you are
single, you could ask it this way:



Another way you could ask this is, what is the purpose for marriage? If we were to go out to lunch after this
and | just popped this question on you, what would you say? Why did you get married, why do you even
want to get married, or get married again! “l don’t know... because we loved each other?”

So, let’s start today with some really terrible reasons to get married, some things marriage is NOT. Write
these down, especially if you are a student or single or single again. Marriage is first all NOT:

You don’t go into marriage thinking this is going to complete you or fulfill you. | would be willing to bet a lot
of us thought this on the front end though. Many of us went into marriage, or want to get married, because
we think getting married will fulfill my needs or fill a whole that has been missing in my life.

Not only do we think marriage will fulfill or complete us a lot of the really great characters in the Bible
thought this too. The moment sin entered the human experience it’s like the purpose for marriage got
twisted. Abraham in the Old Testament was married to Sarah but on two different occasions’ lies about
Sarah being his wife, says she is his sister, then since Sarah is unable to have kids he decides to get one of
his servants named Hagar pregnant so that his family can carry on. You think your marriage is complicated.

Then you have Isaac and Rebecca who were constantly fighting because Isaac favored their son Esau and
she favored their son Jacob.

Jacob worked for 14-years just to marry Rachel because he thought she would complete him, only to then
have kids with her sister and two of their servants.

Moses and his wife Zipporah, we don’t know a lot about Zipporah, but we do know her and Moses got into
such a big fight over the circumcision of their son that she called him “The Bridegroom of Blood” because
she was so angry. Cheryl and | have had our share of fights through our 21 years of marriage but she has
never called me “The Bridegroom of Blood.” | don’t even know what that means... but it was not nice.

Then you had David, he was a disaster as a husband. And his son Solomon (with all of his wisdom) was even
worsel!

Job, when he went through all of this trials and heartbreak, Mrs. Job tells him he should just curse God and
die! Who needs enemies with a wife like that and we could go on and on...

Since sin entered the human experience the purpose for marriage has been twisted because the reality is
marriage is not about your fulfillment. If you go into marriage, like so many of these examples, thinking it is
going complete you, or fulfill you, or it going to solve all your problems you are going to be in for a rude
awakening! Marriage is not about making you fulfilled, marriage is not about your wholeness, marriage is not
about saving you. Only Jesus does that! Only Jesus can fulfill and make you whole.

Marriage is not a plan for wholeness. Here’s another one:

If you are a student or single today, hear me. Lonely single people become lonely married people. I'll say
that again, lonely single people become lonely married people. Your loneliness has nothing to do with
whether you are married or not. If you think getting into a relationship with this other person is going to



Marriage is NOT an escape from boredom or a next step.

18 The Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable

for him.”,

8 God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and



“Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living creature that

moves on the ground.”

1. Seeking God together

%5 For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will



And | know this is like new information for a lot of you, | can tell by your faces, because TV and the movies
never told us this. Most of us never saw this modeled by our parents. The marriage counselor never
mentioned this. But hidden within God'’s purpose for marriage in the very beginning was this hunger to serve
together.

And | don’t believe it is an accident He placed you in the family He placed you, in the neighborhood He
placed you, in the school district He placed you, in the community He placed you, and definitely in the
church He placed you. God says to each of you as a couple the same thing He told Adam and Eve, “All of
this is yours, till it, harvest it, replenish it, create, and do good!” You are married for a mission!

And | know what some of you are thinking right now, “Well gosh, | have never felt like God wanted us to do
anything like this together, does that mean | suck, or | am some kind of lesser, second-class Christian? We
wouldn’t even know where to start to explore this! Even if we wanted to feel like we were on mission
together, where would we even start?”

Here’'s where you start because | want this to be accessible for all of us. If you are going to discover God’s
purpose for the two of you together, then wouldn't it make sense to PRAY TOGETHER? “You mean like
out loud at the same time... in the same room?” Yep! If you want to find out what your mission is together
then you are going to have to at least pray together. | read this week that less than 6% of Christian couples
pray together on a regular basis.

And before you think | am up here preaching at you, let me tell you, | am the pastor... like | get paid to pray. |
get paid to like pray with people in my office, pray with people at the hospital, pray with people at Starbucks
because they needed to talk through something really big. | get paid to pray for our church, for our
community, for people to find Jesus. People expect me to pray for them, it's what | do. But let me tell you, |
am horrible at this when it comes to Cheryl. Isn’t that weird? | can get up in front of hundreds of people and
pray for them, | can pray for a guy going through a really tough time in my office and the words just flow, but
get me alone with Cheryl to pray and it is the most awkward thing ever. | have failed at a lot of things as a
husband, but this would be at the top of the list for me.

So here is my homework, not just for you, but first and foremost for me, right? Here is the homework. | want
you to just try this. If you are seriously dating someone, or married, | want you to pray with each other every
day for the next 7 days. From today until next Sunday, | want you guys to get alone for just a few minutes
and pray together, out loud. And | am telling you it is going to be so awkward, | am right there with you, each
day, it's awkward and it's not going to come natural but will you try this for the next 7 days?

Wouldn’t that make sense? If you have been created to be on mission together, and you don’t know what
that is or even where to start, then wouldn’t it make sense to start by praying together to the God that
created us for this in the first place? | believe if you will do this for the next 7 days that God will begin to lead
and guide you into what some first steps might look like. Or He might confirm some things you have been
sensing independently and this gives you the chance to talk about them.

Alright, moving on, seeking God gives my marriage purpose and:

I'll give you a second to write that down... Seeking God together gives my marriage maturity. The Apostle
Paul writes some things in Colossians 3:23 that don't directly deal with marriage, but | think you can still
apply them to marriage. Look at what he says:



In most of our marriages, if we are really honest with ourselves, do we work at our marriage as if we were
working for the Lord? Or do we work at it for our own self-interests? Or just not at all...

See this goes back to a core decision you have to make as a Christ-Follower and as a married couple. Do
you want God to be the center of your marriage or just a part of your marriage? In other words, do you want
just enough of God to kind of shine up the exterior or do you really want the full renovation He offers if we let
Him? There is a big difference between those two.

AND, if you are single, listen to me, figure this out now and it will dramatically impact not just how you date,
but who you date. Because what happens to a lot of us is we go into marriage, and we want God in the mix.
It's like a big pot of vegetable stew, you got all these different ingredients and colors and textures going on.
You want a little bit of travel in your marriage, you want some kids in the mix, you want enough money to do
pretty much whatever you want, you want to have some really good married friends, and oh... let’s put a little
God in there too just to add some flavor. So, you have God sprinkled in there somewhere, God'’s in the mix,
but you still feel like there is a missing ingredient. So, maybe you take out your spouse and put in a new
spouse to the mix to see if that is it.

But again, | would submit one of the purposes of marriage in the first place is to make God the center of your
lives and not just an after-thought ingredient you throw into the mix.

So, men, let me talk to you for a minute. There is an important aspect of this for you. The Bible alludes to
you being the “spiritual leader” of your home. And there is a whole lot of confusion over what that means,
and | will touch on that in a second so don’t tune out on me, but guys you are going to have to figure out how
to do this in your home. | know even the thought of praying with your wife or girlfriend makes you feel
seriously ill-equipped to be any kind of “spiritual leader.” Some of you haven’t heard anything | have said
since then because even the thought of that alone just freaks the fool out of you. So, | get we have no idea
what it means to be the “spiritual leader” of our home. | get that, | get that you feel very ill-equipped for this
and that makes you feel very insecure.

But here is my challenge. If tomorrow morning your boss came to you and said, “Congratulations, we are
making you the vice-president of sales for the southeast region, clear out your cube and let me show you to
your new corner office!” If your boss came to you and said that, are you going to say back to him, “Oh, you
know boss, man | really appreciate that, but you see | am ill-equipped to be a vice-president of sales and
that makes me feel really insecure, so | am going to have to pass on this, sorry.” Are you going to say that?
No way! You are going to take the job and then go to work figuring out how to do it. You are going to find
other successful VP’s and ask questions. You are going to read books. You are going to take any training
that is offered. You are going do whatever it takes to make that promotion work.

AND what | want you to hear men is you have been promoted by God to lead the most important
organization on the planet, the family. And, | know you might not have the skills right now, or even a working
understanding of this, but we are going to have to man up and figure out what this requires of us and do it,
whatever it takes! You have to own this. Whether that means getting a mentor, reading some book, or
trying and failing, trying, and failing, trying, and failing until you figure some stuff out, we have to figure this
out!

And maybe this will help. When the Bible talks about you being the spiritual leader of your home it doesn’t
mean you know the Bible better than your spouse. It doesn’t mean you have more verses memorized or you
know the Biblical solution to every problem. And it definitely doesn’t mean you boss your wife and kids
around because the Bible says so! What this means is, you as the man, are to be the spiritual initiator of your
marriage and family. You lead them to pray. You lead them to read the Bible. You lead them to church even
when they don’t want to. You lead them to worship. You lead them to serve others. You initiate that, take
the word leader out of it; you are the spiritual initiator of your home. Like it or not, you set the spiritual
temperature of your home!



3. Seeking God together gives my marriage grace.

Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail.

3 They are new every morning; great is
our faithfulness.



For the unbelieving husband is sanctified by the wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanctified

by the husband; otherwise, your children would be unclean, but now they are holy.



