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As you guys are saying “Hi,” | want to welcome everyone hanging out with us on our app or social channels.
Thanks for stopping by! We want you to know we are FOR you so let us know how we can serve you or pray
for you. And if this message blesses you then share it with a friend.

If you are just jumping in with us today, last week we began a collection of messages we are calling “God
and the Rest of the Week.” If you missed it you can watch or listen from our app or website, but the big idea
is that we tend to ghetto God into a couple of hours on the weekend but then the rest of the week we are
busy running our lives. AND the goal of saying that is not to make anyone feel guilty, God doesn’'t want to be
in the REST of your week because you feel some sense of obligation. My goal in highlighting this or
elevating this tension is because God wants to be so much more TO you and has so much more FOR you!

In fact, and | mentioned this last week, 39 out of the 40 parables of Jesus that we have recorded took place
outside of church or a religious setting. Almost all of them had to do with the marketplace or family or
finances... things like that. All the REST of the week stuff. SO, we are diving into some of these areas that
consume us outside of church, things like work, family, our schedules, our finances... and how Scripture
gives us insight into how we can bring God into the REST of our week.

Today | want to talk about bringing God into the marketplace, into our work. | want to preach a message | am
calling:

When most people think of worship they think of something that happens inside of a church or some
religious setting, right? We probably all have slightly different images when we say worship, but in this line
of thinking to really worship then means that you get to church every time the doors are open. Back in the
day that meant church on Sunday morning, then Sunday School, then church on Sunday evening. Then
you'd come back for church on Wednesday evening, not to mention all the other things that might be
offered. | think the theory was that if the church kept us busy enough then we wouldn't have time to sin!

AND if you continue down that path, that means there are secular jobs and Christian jobs. Secular jobs are
what most of you all do, they are necessities that need to be endured in order to put bread on the table. And
if God has any interest in our jobs, it is primarily that we don't cheat, and that we tithe off of our salaries.
Christian jobs on the other hand are for people like me, the professional Christians. | get paid to be good,
you guys are good for nothing.

But when we think about people who try to bring God into the workplace all kinds of disturbing images come
to mind. Right? You think that to be a Christian business person is to open up a coffee shop called “He
Brews” or “Holy Grounds” or something like that. It's like when you have your kids in the car and you see the
billboard for an Adam & Eve Stores on 75 and your kids go, “Look, dad, a new Christian store. We should go
in there.” Different kind of Christians honey... We think being a Christian business person means defiantly
saying, “Merry Christmas” every time some says, “Happy Holidays.” Or maybe sneaking in a “Have a blessed
day” to somebody. Or maybe it's something really bad, like forcing awkward moments into sales calls like,
“Now that I've sold you life insurance, have you thought about insurance for life after death? Could | talk to
you about Jesus.” Or, you know, something like, “So | have your name here on our mailing list, but is your
name written down in the Lamb's Book of Life?” Those are the images we have of being followers of Jesus
in the marketplace.



Work fulfills God's purposes in creation.

For God strengthens the bars of your gates; he blesses your children within you. He makes|

peace in your borders; he fills you with the finest of the wheat.



“When we pray the Lord’s Prayer, we ask God to ‘give us this day our daily bread.” And he does|

give us our daily bread. He does it by means of the farmer who planted and harvested the grain,

the baker who made the flour into bread, the person who prepared our meal.” — Martin Luthe

All work is worship when we do it with excellence.



hatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as ORKING FOR THE LORD,

not for human masters, since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord

as a reward. It is the Lord| CHRIST YOU ARE SERVING.

Ethical work is worshipful work.

The Lord detests dishonest scales, but accurate weights find favor with him.



God, who gets invited to dinner at your place? How do we get on your guest list?

“Walk straight, act right, tell the truth. Don’t hurt your friend, don’t blame your neighbor;

despise the despicable. Keep your word even when it costs you, make an honest living,

never take a bribe. You'll never get blacklisted if you live like this.”

Make blessing others the bottom line

ou know the generous grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Though he was rich,

poverty he could make you rich.

yet for your sakes he became poor, so that by his



Seek to advance Jesus' mission at work where you can.

Whatever you do, do it well for the glory of God, and do it
somewhere strategic for the mission of God.

Do you see a person skilled in his work? He will stand before kings; he will not stand before

obscure people.



In other words, do your work well, all the things we have been talking about, do your work well and then you
will stand before the lost kings of the world. And when you do, you tell them about the Jesus that gave you
the ability to do what you do!

Work fulfills God's purposes in creation. All work is worship when we do it with excellence. Ethical work is
worshipful work. Make blessing others the bottom line. AND seek to advance Jesus' mission at work where
you can.

Here's my word of warning in all this and we will pray. | know this is a battle that many of you face right now
so | couldn’t let our time end without saying this. God sent me today to tell someone to worship God,
not your work. Work that is worship worships God, not the work itself.

You see when Adam and Eve fell, listen to this, our relationship to work fundamentally changed. What God
had given us to be something that we enjoyed, to be something that brought Him glory, to be something that
served other people, became instead for us our primary source of identity and idolatry.

In Adam and Eve's descendants, in Genesis 4, you see their descendants and you see the most subtle,
fascinating distinction when it lists out the descendants of Cain. It lists all their jobs and says these guys
were good with farms and these guys were good at building cities and these guys were good with music.
And as you read on you see what was happening. They were becoming defined by their work. That all
culminates in Genesis 11 at the Tower of Babel when the descendants of Cain built this massive tower as a
declaration about how awesome they are!

In contrast to that, are the descendants of Seth who were not defined by their work in Genesis 4, look at it,
Genesis 4:26:

The point is not of course that worshipers of God don't work or that they work less. The point is that
worshipers of God are not primarily defined by their work. Instead, they are defined by the name of the Lord
who they worship.

But because of the fall, many of us worship our work and we make it our identity. Right? It's like the second
question we ask people, what's your name? What do you do? We define ourselves by our work or our
relationship to work. Work is our primary source of security, which is why you are so paranoid about losing
your job. It's why you're so discouraged about not having gotten ahead further faster. It's why some of us
are a slave to our job.

BUT hear me, work makes a terrible master! Work makes a terrible master, but Jesus is a terrific master!
Jesus says | no longer call you slaves but friends! Jesus is a much better master! You are a sonor a
daughter of the king, regardless of your position! He also offers much better security. Jesus is the One who
took care of our primary problem, which is not a lack of education, not a lack of talent, and it was not a lack
of money. Your primary problem is that you were cursed and dead in your sin, but He loved you so much
that HE came and took the penalty upon Himself and gave you new life!

Jesus says, “Don't you think that if | took care of your primary problem, I'm gonna take care of your day-to-
day needs too!” Come on, when Jesus is your life, then you can actually enjoy the rest of your life! When
Jesus is your security and your identity and you don't look to work for that, then you start to enjoy work!
Work matters to God, and God matters to your work!

Let me pray for us...



[Commission People During Prayer]



