LETTING YOUR LIGHT SHINE: 5-Day Devotional - Esther

Day 1: Positioned Before You Were Prepared  Reading: Esther 2:7-17; Jeremiah 29:11 Devotional: Esther
did not choose the palace. She was swept into a process largely outside her control, placed under the care of strangers,
and subjected to a year of preparation she never requested. Yet none of it was accidental. Before the crisis in Esther 3
ever arrived, God had already arranged the solution in Esther 2. The provision preceded the problem. Jeremiah 29:11
reminds us that God holds plans for a future and a hope — plans formed long before circumstances make their
purpose clear. You may find yourself in a season of preparation that feels purposeless. The training feels excessive.
The waiting feels unnecessary. The placement feels random. But God does not position people carelessly. He places
the right person in the right location before the need ever becomes visible.

Day 2: Favor That Goes Beyond Appearance Reading: Esther 2:15-18; Proverbs 3:3—4; Luke 2:52
Devotional: Esther was beautiful, and Scripture does not conceal that fact. But the Book of Esther is careful to record
something the story could have omitted: Esther found favor repeatedly — with Hegai, with those who saw her, and
finally with the king. Proverbs 3:3—4 speaks of a person who binds loyalty and faithfulness around their neck and
writes them on the tablet of their heart, and the result is finding favor with both God and people. Esther did not
demand special treatment. She followed wise counsel. She did not overreach. The world will tell you to demand what
you deserve. Scripture consistently shows that those who walk humbly and wisely find doors opened that they did not
force.

Day 3: The Weight of a Defining Moment Reading: Esther 4:11-16; Joshua 1:9; Romans 8:31

Devotional: Esther faced a moment that exposed the distance between believing something and acting on it. She
knew the law. She knew the risk. She had not been summoned by the king in thirty days, and she did not know how
favorably he regarded her in that moment. To walk into the inner court uninvited was to risk death. Faith, in that
corridor outside the throne room, was not a feeling. It was a decision. Joshua 1:9 does not promise the absence of fear
— it commands courage in the presence of it, grounded in the assurance that God goes with His people. Romans 8:31
asks the defining question: if God is for us, who can stand against us? Esther's response — "if I perish, I perish" —
was not recklessness. It was surrender. She had moved from calculating the cost to accepting it. There are moments in
every life when faith must stop being a private conviction and become a public act.

Day 4: For Such a Time as This  Reading: Esther 4:14; Acts 17:26; Romans 8:28 Devotional: Mordecai's
words to Esther are among the most well-known in all of Scripture, yet their weight can be lost through familiarity.
He was not offering her a motivational speech. He was presenting her with a theological reality: God's purposes will
not be thwarted. If Esther remained silent, deliverance would come from another direction. But she would have
forfeited her part in it. Acts 17:26 tells us that God determined the appointed times and boundaries of every person's
life. You were not born in the wrong era. You were not placed in the wrong city, the wrong family, or the wrong
season. Romans 8:28 assures us that God works all things together for good for those who love Him and are called
according to His purpose. Esther did not know she was living in a story. Neither do you. But God does.

Day 5: Surrender as the Beginning of Influence Reading: Esther 4:16; Matthew 16:25; Philippians 1:21
Devotional: "If I perish, I perish." Three words that mark the turning point of an entire nation's history. Esther did not
arrive at this place easily. She first hesitated. She explained the law to Mordecai. She counted the cost. But when she
finally surrendered, she became the instrument through which God preserved His people. Matthew 16:25 tells us that
the person who tries to save their life will lose it, but the person who loses their life for the sake of Christ will find it.
The closing hymn of this sermon, "Have Thine Own Way," captures precisely what Esther modeled — a life yielded
to a purpose larger than personal comfort or survival. The palace was not simply where Esther had arrived. It was
where God had positioned her. When she stopped protecting her position and started fulfilling her purpose, she
became the most influential person in the empire. Surrender is not weakness. In the economy of God, it is the
beginning of your greatest impact.



