5-Day Devotional: Heaven Will Surely Be
Worth It All

PM Message by Bro. Mike Bentley — August 16, 2026

Day 1: The Promise of a Prepared Place

Reading: John 14:1-4

Devotional: Jesus spoke these words to men who had left everything to follow him, and now
faced the unsettling news that he would leave them. Yet his response to their troubled hearts was
not explanation but promise. He was going ahead to prepare a place specifically for them, and he
would return to bring them there himself. That promise belongs to every faithful follower. When
the weight of this world presses down, when uncertainty clouds your thinking, return to this
anchor: your Lord has personally prepared a place for you and has every intention of bringing
you home.

Reflection Question: In what areas of your life do you need to stop letting your heart be
troubled and instead rest in the promise Christ has made to you?

Practical Application: Write down one worry that has occupied your thoughts this week. Beside
it, write out the core promise from John 14:1-4 in your own words, and return to it each time that
worry resurfaces today.

Day 2: Setting Your Mind on Things Above

Reading: Colossians 3:1-4; Philippians 3:13-14

Devotional: The Christian life is not simply about avoiding wrong things. It is about actively
directing the mind toward what is eternal. Paul did not suggest that setting your mind on heaven
was a passive or automatic experience. He described it as a deliberate, ongoing pursuit, like a
runner pressing hard toward a finish line. Forgetting what lies behind, he wrote, and reaching
forward. Heaven-mindedness is not escapism. It is the fuel that sustains faithful living right here
on earth. When our eyes are fixed on the goal, the distractions and discouragements of this world
lose much of their power over us.

Reflection Question: What earthly concerns most frequently pull your attention away from
eternal things, and what habits might help you redirect your focus?

Practical Application: Set a reminder at two or three points during your day to pause, take a
breath, and consciously redirect your thoughts toward the hope of heaven and what God is
calling you to in this moment.

Day 3: Enduring the Tribulation of This World

Reading: Romans 8:18; James 5:7-8; Galatians 6:7-9

Devotional: Paul did not minimize suffering. He acknowledged it plainly and called it real. But
he placed it on one side of a scale and the glory of heaven on the other, and his conclusion was
that the suffering does not even come close to outweighing what awaits the faithful. James adds
the image of a farmer who plants in faith and then waits with patience, trusting that the harvest
will come. The Christian is called to that same patient endurance. Whatever you are walking
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through today, you are not sowing in vain. The harvest is coming, and it will be worth everything
you have endured to reach it.

Reflection Question: Where in your life right now do you feel most weary in doing good, and
what truth from today's reading speaks most directly to that weariness?

Practical Application: Reach out today to one fellow believer who you know is struggling or
discouraged. Offer a word of encouragement that points them not just to comfort but to the
eternal hope that makes perseverance worthwhile.

Day 4: The Righteousness of Heaven's Inhabitants

Reading: Revelation 7:13-17; 1 John 3:2; 2 Timothy 4:7-8

Devotional: John's vision of the redeemed standing before the throne is breathtaking in its detail.
These are people who came through the trials of this world with their robes washed clean in the
blood of the Lamb. They will never hunger or thirst again. God himself will wipe every tear from
their eyes. And in that place, we will see him as he truly is, and we will be made like him. Paul,
facing his own death, did not write with dread but with confidence. He had fought, he had
finished, he had kept the faith, and a crown was waiting. That same crown awaits every faithful
child of God.

Reflection Question: When you picture yourself standing before God in eternity, what does that
image stir in you, and what does your honest reaction reveal about your current walk with him?
Practical Application: Spend time today reading through Hebrews 11 and choose one figure of
faith whose example speaks to your current season of life. Reflect on what they endured and let
their faithfulness strengthen your own resolve.

Day 5: The Cost and the Reward

Reading: 2 Corinthians 5:10; 1 John 2:15-17; Hebrews 11:24-26

Devotional: Moses chose suffering with the people of God over the passing pleasures of sin, and
the Scripture calls that a reasoned, faith-driven decision. He was looking ahead to the reward.
The road to heaven is open to all, but it is not walked without cost. It may cost you relationships,
reputation, comfort, or worldly pleasure. Yet everything this world offers is passing away. The
lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, the pride of life, all of it is temporary. What God offers is
eternal. Every sacrifice made for Christ is an investment with a return that cannot be measured.
Heaven will surely be worth it all.

Reflection Question: What is the most significant thing following Christ has cost you, and how
does the promise of eternity reshape the way you view that cost?

Practical Application: Take a few quiet minutes to make two lists. On one side, write down
what following Christ has required you to give up or endure. On the other side, write down what
Scripture promises awaits the faithful in eternity. Read both lists slowly, and let the weight of the
second list speak to your heart about the first.



