5-Day Devotional: What the Light in a Dark
World Means

AM Message by Bro. Mike Bentley — August 23, 2026

Theme: Walking in the Light of Christ

Day 1: The God Who Commands Light Reading: Genesis 1:1-5; 2 Corinthians 4:1-6 Devotional:
Before creation, there was only darkness. Then God spoke, and light divided the void. This was
not merely a physical event but a declaration of who God is. He is the source of all light, all life,
all clarity. Paul reminds us that this same God has shone light into our hearts through the
knowledge of Jesus Christ. When your world feels dark and disorienting, remember that the God
who commanded light out of nothing has not grown silent. He still speaks. He still illuminates.
Open your heart to what he is saying today.

Day 2: The Light the Darkness Cannot Overcome Reading: John 1:1-14; Psalm 36:5-9
Devotional: John declares that the light shines in the darkness and the darkness has not overcome
it. This is not a close contest. Darkness has no power to extinguish light. It only exists where
light is absent. Jesus entered a world that did not recognize him, walked among people who
refused him, and yet the darkness could not silence him. The resurrection proved it finally and
completely. Whatever darkness surrounds you today, whether grief, confusion, temptation, or
despair, it has no authority over the light of Christ dwelling in you. You are not losing. The light
is winning.

Day 3: Voluntary Blindness and the Choice to See Reading: John 3:16-21; John 9:35-41
Devotional: Jesus taught that people often love darkness not because they cannot see the light but
because they choose not to. Sin prefers the cover of darkness. Pride resists the exposure that truth
brings. The Pharisees are a sobering example. They had the Scriptures, they had the miracles,
they had Jesus standing before them, and they still refused to see. The question this passage
presses upon every believer is honest and personal. Are there areas in your own life where you
are choosing comfort over conviction? Ask God today for the courage to open your eyes fully to
his truth.
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Day 4: You Are the Light of the World Reading: Matthew 5:13-16; Ephesians 5:8-14
Devotional: Jesus does not say that his followers should try to become lights or that they might
eventually shine if they work hard enough. He declares plainly what they already are. You are
the light of the world. This identity carries an implicit command. A light that is hidden serves no
one. Paul echoes this by urging believers to walk as children of light, exposing what is fruitless
and reflecting what is good and true. Your life is being observed by people who are stumbling in

darkness. The way you speak, forgive, serve, and endure is a lamp that others can follow toward
Christ.

Day 5: The Path of the Just Grows Brighter Reading: Proverbs 4:14-19; 1 John 1:5-10
Devotional: Solomon draws a vivid contrast between two roads. The path of the righteous grows
brighter as the day advances, moving toward the fullness of light. The way of the wicked grows
darker until those walking it cannot even identify what causes them to stumble. The Christian life
is not static. Walking with God means moving toward greater clarity, greater holiness, and
greater resemblance to Christ. John adds that walking in the light also means walking in honest
fellowship with God and with one another, including honest confession of sin. Do not be
discouraged by how far you have to go. The path ahead of you is only getting brighter.



