5-Day Devotional: The Problem of
Impatience

PM Message by Bro. Mike Bentley — October 11, 2026

Theme: Waiting on God — Overcoming Impatience and
Trusting His Promises

Day 1: The Trap of Instant Gratification
Reading: Matthew 4:1-11

Devotional: Satan's offer to Jesus was not merely about kingdoms — it was about bypassing
God's plan for a shortcut. Every temptation toward impatience follows this same pattern. The
enemy dangles an immediate reward while hiding the cost. Jesus resisted because he trusted that
God's plan, though it required suffering, would produce something eternal and unshakeable.
When we feel pressure to grab what we want right now, we must ask ourselves whether we are
accepting Satan's counterfeit in place of God's genuine promise. Trust the plan. Endure the
process. The reward God offers is worth every moment of waiting.

Day 2: Choosing the Greater Reward
Reading: Hebrews 11:24-26

Devotional: Moses stood at a crossroads between the treasures of Egypt and the reproach of
identifying with God's people. He chose the harder road because he kept his eyes fixed on
something beyond what he could see or hold in the present moment. The text says he looked to
the reward. That phrase describes a habit of mind — every decision filtered through the lens of
eternity. When impatience tempts us to settle for less, we must ask what our choices mean not
Jjust today, but forever. Train yourself to think like Moses. Look past the moment and toward the
reward God has prepared.

Day 3: The Virtues That Guard Against Stumbling

Reading: 2 Peter 1:5-10
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Devotional: Peter's list of qualities — faith, virtue, knowledge, self-control, patience, godliness,
brotherly kindness, and love — is not a checklist to complete once and set aside. It is a living
portrait of a soul actively growing toward God. The promise attached to this pursuit is
remarkable: those who cultivate these qualities will never stumble. Patience sits at the center of
this list, holding the other virtues together under pressure. Without patience, self-control
collapses, faith wavers, and love grows cold. Ask yourself today which of these qualities most
needs your attention. Then commit to pursuing it with the same urgency you might give to
anything else you truly value.

Day 4: The Patience of Job and the Compassion of God
Reading: James 5:7-11

Devotional: Job lost nearly everything — his wealth, his children, his health, and eventually the
goodwill of his closest friends. Yet the scriptures hold him up not as a man who never struggled,
but as a man who never abandoned his integrity or blamed God for his suffering. James points to
Job's endurance and then draws our attention to the outcome — the Lord is very compassionate
and merciful. God saw every moment of Job's suffering and responded with restoration beyond
what Job had before. When your season of waiting feels unbearable, remember that God sees it
all and his compassion toward you has not diminished.

Day 5: An Inheritance That Does Not Fade
Reading: 1 Peter 1:3-9

Devotional: Peter describes our inheritance as incorruptible, undefiled, and unfading — reserved
in heaven for those who trust God through every trial. Everything that Satan offers is the
opposite: corruptible, stained, and temporary. The pleasures of impatience fade quickly, leaving
emptiness where fulfillment was promised. But the inheritance God has prepared does not
diminish with time or circumstance. It waits, fully intact, for the moment we arrive. Let this truth
reshape the way you endure difficulty today. You are not simply surviving a hard season — you
are moving toward something that no force in this world can touch, tarnish, or take away. Keep
going. It is worth the wait.



