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Judah and Tamar
Genesis 38

Jim McCraigh — May 3, 2026
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Today’'s Theme:

God's Redemptive Plan Prevails Despite Human
Failures... The Account of Judah and Tamar

Six human failures to do what's right in God’s eyes
that did not derail His redemptive plans...



l. Judah and His Family

A. The First Failure: Judah Leaves His Brothers (vv. 1-5)

B. The Second and Third Failures: The Deaths of Er
and Onan (vv. 6-10)



Levirate Marriage

Formalized in Deuteronomy 25:5-6
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Il. Judah and Tamar

A. The Fourth Failure: Judah's Deception of Tamar (v.11)
B. The Fifth Failure: Tamar’s Deception of Judah (vv. 12-19)
C. The Sixth Failure: The Attempted Cover Up (w. 20-23)

D. Judah's Admission and Confession (vv. 24-26)



l1l. The Birth of Perez and Zerah

A. The Scarlet Thread (vv. 27-29)

B. The Link to Christ (v. 30)



APPLICATION:

* Do you examine yourself before judging others?
* Do you maintain fellowship with other believers?

* Do you believe that God can use you, despite your failures?
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