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Day 5. Context: The Key to Understanding

Know it!
"For God is not a God of confusion but of peace." — 1 Corinthians 14:33

Context is one of the most important principles for understanding Scripture. Many alleged
contradictions arise when verses are taken out of context. For example, someone might claim that
the Bible is inconsistent because John 3:16 says, "For God so loved," while Deuteronomy 16:22 says,
"The Lord your God hates." However, when we look at the full context, we see that John 3:16 refers
to God's love for humanity, while Deuteronomy 16:22 speaks about God's hatred for idolatrous
pillars.

Misquoting or misunderstanding Scripture can lead to confusion and misinterpretation. The Bible
does not contradict itself; rather, it presents a unified truth that requires careful reading. Before
making assumptions, we should always examine the surrounding verses and the overall message
of Scripture.

Live it! Share it!

o Reflection: When you encounter a difficult verse, do you take the time to investigate its
context and consider different perspectives? Do you let isolated verses lead you into
confusion, or do you seek a comprehensive understanding of God's Word?

e Commit to reading with an open heart, seeking the truth that God has revealed.

With these SiMPLe-C principles that we've covered this week from the DeBunked video—spelling,
mistranslation, perspective, literal vs. figurative language, and context—we can confidently
approach the Bible as the inerrant Word of God. The next time someone claims the Bible has
contradictions, remember that a little study, honest investigation, and trust in God's wisdom will
reveal the truth.

Here are some additional questions to ask yourself or to discuss with a trusted Christian mentor:

1. Are there passages that have confused you? How might the SiMPLe C approach help you
understand them better?



2. How can a more nuanced understanding of biblical language and context deepen your faith
and your ability to engage with others about your beliefs?

3. In what ways does recognizing the complexity of Scripture—its various literary styles,
historical contexts, and linguistic nuances—enhance rather than diminish its authority and
relevance?
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