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  Wisdom Begins at Home 
A devotional summary from Pastor Mike Fields in the Family Life series 

Bible Text(s) Used 
Proverbs 4:1-4i; Proverbs 3:1ii, 5; 2 Timothy 3:15-16iii; Deuteronomy 6:4-9iv; Genesis 1:26v 

Summary of Each Main Point 

The home is God’s classroom 
Pastor Mike opened by reminding us that long before classrooms, textbooks, and formal schools, 
children learned life by walking beside their parents. Proverbs gives that same picture: a father passing 
wisdom to his son. The home is not merely where children sleep, eat, and grow up; it is one of God’s 
primary classrooms for shaping the heart. Teachers and churches can help children learn facts, but 
parents and spiritual caregivers are uniquely placed to model trust, prayer, forgiveness, endurance, 
and how to follow Jesus in ordinary life. The goal is not simply that children know more, but that God 
forms who they are becoming. 
 
Reflection / Discussion: What is one part of my home life that is already teaching faith, whether I 
intend it to or not? 
 
 
 

The heart is the target of wisdom 
Solomon begins with the mind, saying not to forget instruction, but he quickly moves to the heart: “Let 
your heart hold fast my words.” Biblical teaching is more than information transfer. It is meant to move 
from the head to the heart until it reshapes desires, choices, and character. Parents cannot change a 
child’s heart; only God can do that. But when Scripture is spoken, lived, and repeated with love, the 
Holy Spirit uses it as living truth. This gives hope to every parent, grandparent, guardian, and mentor 
who feels inadequate. We are not the Savior. We are faithful witnesses pointing children to Him. 
 
Reflection / Discussion: Where do I most need to pray for God to do heart-work that I cannot do by my 
own strength? 
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The Bible is God’s curriculum 
The sermon then turned to 2 Timothy 3, where Paul reminds Timothy that the sacred writings made him 
wise for salvation through faith in Christ. Scripture leads us to Jesus, and then it trains us in 
righteousness. Moral lessons are helpful, but children need more than moral improvement; they need 
the Savior and the wisdom of God’s Word for daily life. The ultimate aim of Christian parenting and 
spiritual influence is not merely to raise successful children, but faithful disciples. Church ministries 
matter deeply, yet they are meant to support the home, not replace it. 
 
Reflection / Discussion: How can I make Scripture more central in the way I encourage, correct, and 
guide those under my influence? 
 
 

 

We must love and live the Word before we teach it 
Deuteronomy 6 begins with love for the Lord before it commands parents to teach children diligently. 
Pastor Mike compared the Word of God to a tea bag: a quick dip does little, but when it remains, it 
changes the whole cup. In the same way, Scripture must remain in our hearts until it changes the flavor 
of our lives. Children learn by listening, but they learn even more by watching. Our tone, patience, 
repentance, tenderness, and consistency become a living picture of what we believe God is like. None 
of us reflects Him perfectly, but grace allows cracked mirrors to be polished again. 
 
Reflection / Discussion: What part of my tone, habits, or example may need God’s grace so I can 
reflect Him more clearly? 
 

 

 

Weave God’s Word into daily life 
Deuteronomy 6 does not describe a complicated program; it describes a life saturated with God’s 
Word. “When you sit,” “when you walk,” “when you lie down,” and “when you rise” all point to ordinary 
moments: meals, car rides, bedtime routines, mornings, and quiet conversations. Pastor Mike 
encouraged families to start small and stay consistent. A few minutes of Scripture, a short Bible story, a 
simple question, and a prayer can become a holy rhythm. Little by little, God plants truth deeply. Even 
those with regrets can begin again because God’s grace meets us right where we are. 
 
Reflection / Discussion: What simple daily or weekly rhythm could help me weave God’s Word into 
ordinary family life? 
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Closing Thought 
Wisdom begins at home because God often uses ordinary homes to shape eternal souls. The invitation 
is not to become perfect parents, grandparents, or mentors overnight. It is to love the Lord, treasure His 
Word, live it honestly, and bring it into everyday moments. When we fail, we can repent. When we feel 
late, we can begin. And as we faithfully place Scripture before the next generation, we trust the Spirit of 
God to make the Word come alive in their hearts. 

 
i  
Proverbs 4:1–4 (ESV) 
Hear, O sons, a father’s instruction, and be attentive, that you may gain insight. For I give you good precepts; do not forsake 
my teaching. When I was a son with my father, tender, the only one in the sight of my mother, he taught me and said to me, 
“Let your heart hold fast my words; keep my commandments, and live.” 
 
ii  
Proverbs 3:1, 5 (ESV) 
Hear, O Israel, the precepts of the Lord are true; they are faithful, and all his promises are fulfilled. 
My son, do not forget my teaching, but let your heart keep my commands; for I have given you good precepts, which you 
shall keep and observe. 
 
iii  
2 Timothy 3:15–16 (ESV) 
From childhood you have known the sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ 
Jesus. All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 
righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work. 
 
iv  
Deuteronomy 6:4–9 (ESV) 
Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your mind and with all your strength. And these words, which I command you today, are the Lord’s commands. You shall 
therefore keep the words of this law and these statutes always, and tie them as a sign on your hand and as frontlets between 
your eyes, and you shall teach them to your children, talking of them when you sit at home and when you walk along the 
road, and when you lie down and when you rise up. 
 
v  
Genesis 1:26 (ESV) 
Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and 
over the birds of the heavens and over the cattle and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the 
earth.” 
 


