triumph
Etrium

May 17, 2026

Sermon Summary: Embracing Life Transitions Through Faith

Title of the Sermon or Embracing Life Transitions Through Faith

Study:

Bible Text(s) Used: Isaiah 43:16-19'; Philippians 4:6-7"; Genesis 39; John 15:1-2; Ezekiel
36:26"; John 7:38"

God Meets Us in Seasons of Change

Pastor Bo began in Isaiah 43, where God speaks to His people during exile. Israel felt abandoned,
defeated, and far from home, yet God was preparing to do “a new thing.” The Lord reminded them of
the Red Sea miracle, then told them not to dwell on the former things. This was not because the past
did not matter, but because God’s future work would be greater than anything they had already seen.
Change is inevitable, but for the believer it is never meaningless. God can make a way in the wilderness
and bring streams into dry places. Life with God is not a frozen destination; it is a walk, and every
season invites us to trust Him again.

Reflection Question: Where in your life do you need to believe that God can make away in the
wilderness?

Embrace the Transition Instead of Fighting It

Using the picture of old GPS systems “rerouting,” the sermon compared life transitions to those
disorienting moments when we do not yet know what comes next. Graduates may face a new school,
career, or independence. Adults may face career changes, grief, an empty nest, or a new stage of family
life. Pastor Bo encouraged the church not to white-knuckle what is comfortable, but to release it and
trust God with what is ahead. Like a trapeze artist moving from one bar to another, transition can feel
risky, but the movement is where the next part of the journey begins. God is not finished with His
people. There are still “far greater things ahead” when we walk with Him.

Reflection Question: What is one change you have been resisting, and what would it look like to
entrust it to God?
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Bring Anxiety to God Through Prayer

Change often awakens anxiety. The mind begins asking, “What if | fail? What if | fall? What if things do
not work out?” Pastor Bo described anxiety as using the imagination to create a future where God is not
present. Anxiety often shows us the worst possible outcome, even before anything has happened.
Philippians 4 offers a better way: do not be anxious, but bring every request to God with prayer,
supplication, and thanksgiving. When we cast our cares on the Lord, His peace guards our hearts and
minds in Christ Jesus. Instead of only venting horizontally to people, believers are invited to practice
“vertical venting” by pouring out their worries to the Lord.

Reflection Question: What worry do you need to bring upward to God in prayer instead of carrying it
alone?

Prioritize Who Is With You Over What Is Happening

Joseph’s life showed that transitions can be painful, confusing, and unfair. He moved from favored son
to slave, from success to prisoner, and eventually from prisoner to prime minister. Yet the key to
Joseph’s story was not that he understood every reason for his suffering. The key was that the Lord was
with him. Pastor Bo reminded the church that God is not afraid of our questions, but He does not
always give every answer immediately. Sometimes His delay grows our trust. In every season, the
believer’s greatest confidence is not a perfect road map, but the presence of God Himself. We do not
have to know every “why” when we know the One who walks with us.

Reflection Question: How does remembering that God is with you change the way you face
unanswered questions?

Welcome God’s Spiritual Pruning

The sermon closed with the image of pruning rose bushes. To the plant, pruning may look like loss, but
to the gardener itis part of producing health and greater fruit. Jesus said in John 15 that the Father
prunes fruitful branches so they may bear more fruit. God’s pruning may remove sinful habits, self-
reliance, or misplaced priorities. Sometimes He even trims good things that have begun to take too
much of our attention. God is not merely after surface change; He wants heart change. Ezekiel 36
speaks of God giving His people a new heart and a new spirit. In transition, we can ask, “Lord, what are
You shaping in me?” and trust the character of the Gardener.
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Reflection Question: What might God be pruning in your life so that you can become more fruitful?

Closing Thought

God’s word to His people still speaks today: “Behold, | am doing a new thing.” Transitions may feel like
wilderness, rerouting, storms, unanswered questions, or pruning shears, but none of them place us
outside God’s care. The same Lord who made a way through the sea can make a way through this
season. Trust the Gardener. He is faithful, He is present, and He is still bringing life where we thought
the ground was dry.

Thus says the LORD,

who makes a way in the sea,

a path in the mighty waters,
7 who brings forth chariot and horse,

army and warrior;
they lie down, they cannot rise,

they are extinguished, quenched like a wick:
18 “"Remember not the former things,

nor consider the things of old.
19Behold, | am doing a new thing;

now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?
| will make a way in the wilderness

and rivers in the desert.

6do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be

made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds
in Christ Jesus.

15 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in me that does not bear fruit he takes away, and
every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit.
26 And | will give you a new heart, and a new spirit | will put within you. And | will remove the heart of stone from your

flesh and give you a heart of flesh.

\

38 Whoever believes in me, as® the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.”
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